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INTRODUCTION. 



There are epidemics in the moral as well as in the physical 
world. Society, at certain stages, seems to yield to a sort of 
possession which sways it to and fro beyond the bounds, and 
even against the dictates, of right reason. Wliilst the fit 
lasts, it rages with all the virulence of active disease ; and 
when it subsides, sense and reason resume their reign only 
to be dispossessed by a new recurrence of the moral 
disorder. In the latter half of the seventeenth century, 
England had scarcely recovered from one of these attacks 
before another succeeded. Our history during that interval 
is a continual record of real or pretended conspiracies. No 
term can be found more fit to characterize the period than 
the age of plots. Whoever looks, however casually, into 
our annals from 1660 to the close of the century, will not 
fail to see how infectious the credulity of the public mind 
became on the subject of the prevailing plot — how it was 
swayed on all sides like a ship in a gale, and during the 
same period how little share sense and reason appeared to 
have in its guidance. The ferment into which men were 
thrown by tlie extraordinary events of the late reign ; the 
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king's death ; the subsequent usurpation, and the unwonted 
activity of mind prevailing on all subjects, moral, religious, 
and political, to which we are indebted for much of our 
present liberty; the subsequent restoration of monarchy, 
and the complexion which it took from recent events and 
the character of the reigning king, — were circumstances 
not unlikely to give rise to those numerous plots which, 
after having distinguished and disgraced the reign of Charles 
n., almost, by a natural consequence, cast their spawn 
upon the reigns of his two successors. The inventor of a 
plot, if he were only bold enough, found his trade a gainful 
one. Witness the plots distinguished by the names of 
Oates's, the Meal Tub, and the Rye-house plots, with many 
others of a public nature, which were caught at and believed 
with the greatest eagerness by the nation! Witness, also, 
the annals of our courts, which are filled with records of 
similar transactions of a private nature ! 

The Lancashire plot, out of which arose the trials now 
published, was amongst the last but not the least important 
of the plots of King William's reign. The plot is stated 
with great care and much minuteness of detail by Richard 
Kingston, the court scribe, in his "True History of the 
several designs and conspiracies against his majesty's person 
and government, as they were carried on from 1688 till 
1697;" in which he professes "that neither the desire of 
expressing his gratitude to the best of kings and the most 
regular establishment in the world, the hopes of future 
reward, nor the advantage of revenging former piques, 
diould influence him to deviate from truth, the life and 
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soul of history ; " and he adds, that " to convince the world 
that this is not precariously asserted, I have, after the ex- 
ample of the most considerable historians, cited my authori- 
ties in the margin."(') 

According to Mr. Kingston, the Lancashire plot had the 
honour not only to be the parent but the companion of all 
the other conspiracies, and its contrivance was owing to the 
politics of King James IL, who, flattering himself with 
hopes of regaining the crown which he had lost by his mis- 
conduct, concerted with his friends before his departure for 
France, that they should endeavour to raise a ferment in 
these kingdoms, and that some trusty person should be 
commissioned on that errand and for that object. 

Mr. Bromfield, a pretended quaker, was the person fixed 
on, and he advanced towards Scotland, sowing as he went 
the seeds of discontent through the northern parts of Eng- 
land. From Scotland, when he had laid the foundations 
of a civil war there, be passed over into Ireland, and having 
satisfied himself that the zeal of the party in that country 
needed no further inflaming, he returned into Lancashire, 



O The " True Higtory of tlie late cgnspimcy ngainBt the King and ihc 
Dutioii, with a particular account of thf Lnncasliirc Plot, and all the other 
attempts nnd mucliinations of the dtsatfcctcd party since his ninjesty's 
accession to the throne, (extracted out of the original informations of the 
witnegses and other authentic papers,)" printed in 1 696, traces the conspiracy 
step by step, and arrivea nt the tame conclusions b^ Mr. Kingston. This 
latter work was the production of Dr. Ahhadie, a friend of King William, 
wliom he adranccd to he dean of Killaloe. The work was originally written 
in French, and nfterivards translated into Buglisli. See Kippis's Biographia 
Brilannica, art. Ahlmdie. 
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intending to make that neighbourhood the sphere of his 
operations. 

He proceeded, in the first instance, to Croxteth, the seat 
of Lord Molyneux;(^) but to avoid observation, he after- 
wards removed to an inn at Redland, (Rhudllan,) kept by 
Mr. George Wilson, which soon became the resort of great 
numbers of the party. 

From this place he made occasional visits to Ireland, as a 
means of keeping up a safer communication with the exiled 
king and his friends in Lancashire and the neighbourhood. 
But suspicion having fallen upon him, the vessel in which 
he had made his voyages to Ireland was seized on the part 
of the government, while he escaped, with difficulty, by 
means of his former host George Wilson, into Ireland, 
where King James made him a commissioner of the Irish 
mint. 

The Lancashire plot, to involve the nation in blood and 
ruin by means of an insurrection and an invasion, was 
accompanied by a design to murder the king. Colonel 
Parker, who was engaged in the intended insurrection and 
rebellion in Lancashire, was, according to Mr. De la Rue, 
implicated in the still deeper design of the murder, and was 
the person who, in 1689, originally propounded it to Lord 
Melford. Mr. Bromfield having arranged the invasion plot 
when he was in Lancashire, now sought and soon found 

Q) Caryl Lord Molyneux had replaced William Earl of Derby as Lord 
Lieutenant of Lancashire in 1687, but at the HeToIution he was himself 
displaced to make way for Lord Gerard of Brandon, son of the Earl of 
Macclesfield. — Morris Papers, p. 24. 
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means to forward it. Mr. Lunt, who had followed the king 
to France soon after his abdication, and who was sent 
thence with the rest of the guards to Ireland, in May 1689, 
renewed his acquaintance with Bromlield, then newly ar- 
rived from Lancashire, bringing a report that Lancashire 
and the neighbourhood only waited for the king's com- 
missions to rise in his behalf and restore him to the throne. 
Mr, Lunt having enquired and ascertained from Mr. Brom- 
field the correctness of this report, undertook at the latter "s 
earnest persuasion to be the bearer of the commissions to 
the Lancashire gentlemen, and was thereupon recommended 
to the ex-king for that service by his ministers, the Lords 
Thomas and Geo. Howard, and the Lord Melford.(') Mean- 
while the disaffected in Lancashire, impatient to receive 
the commissions, and not knowing the preparations which 
were made in Ireland for sending them over, dispatched Mr. 
Edmund Threlfall of the Ashes in Goosnargh to fetch them. 
Mr, Threlfail and two other persons belonging to the con- 
spiracy, having Lord Derby's pass, embarked in the be^nning 
of May 1089, on board "a pink," called the Lion of Lancas- 
ter, Charles Cawson master, and sailed from the roads of 
Lune by night without any lading, or any cocket, or custom 
house certificate. The vessel had been used for fetching 
cattle for the Earl of Derby from the Isle of Man, and the 
sailors believed that this was their destination on the present 
voyage ; but on the voyage, Mr. Threlfall proposed and the 
master agreed to sail to Ireland, and they accordingly 



(1) TLomas Lord Howard and John Lord Milfort \ 
cepteil from the act of indemiiity pasted in 1690, 



iipieaHj ex- 
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directed their course for and arrived in Dublin. Threlfall 
and Lunt now became acquainted. They received the com- 
missions and were furnished with passes under the hand of 
Lord Melford. At the end of three weeks they embarked 
on board the pink, the former carrying with him a hair 
portmanteau, a sword, a pair of pistols, and the latter only a 
pair of saddle-bags, a sword, and pistols. The pink, with no 
lading but a ton and a half of iron pots, half a ton of iron 
bars, and nine barrels of beef, set sail on her return voyage, 
and anchored in the Lune near to Cockerham, a little 
before sunrise on Thursday the 13th June, 1699. The 
vessel had no sooner anchored but the two passengers,(^) at 
their own request, were put ashore before the arrival of the 
custom house officers, whose practice it was to board every 
vessel as she entered the harbour, and Mr. Lunt left behind 
him his saddle-bags, containing some of the commissions, 
declarations, blanks, and other papers. Becoming sensible 
of his loss as he was stepping on shore from the ship's boat, 
he desired the sailors to bring him the saddle-bags to Cock- 
erham where he intended to refresh himself; but before the 
sailors returned to the ship the officers came on board, and 
found the saddle-bags with the papers. Discovering these to 
be dangerous, they made hot pursuit after the owners, but 
not finding either Mr. Lunt or his fellow passenger, they de- 
livered the papers into the hands of the proper authorities.(*) 

(^) Dr. Abbadie's Trtte Hist, p. 30, makes a third person, Gordon, a 
Scotch Conspirator, arrive with them ; but Gordon, although appointed at the 
same time for Scotland, did not sail with Mr. Threlfall and Mr. Lunt. 

(^) There is no deposition of Charles Cawson, but the depositions of the 
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This discovery, having caused some noise in Lancashire, was 

five seamen, and of John Cawson, the owner of the pink, are here given 
verbatim, from Mr. KingstoirB work, p. 200 : — 

The Information of John Preslon of Cockeram Mariner, icho upon 
Oath laith ; 
That about a year ago John Cawson Fart-owner of the Pink or Vessel 
called the Lion of Lancaster, hired this Informant as a Mariner to servo in 
the said Vessel ; the Burden whereof Is "twixt 40 and 50 Tun, and he hath 
ever since served in that RmploymeDt, and the said Vessel in that time liath 
performed four Voyages to Dublin in Ireland, one of which Voyages was 
about Christmas last, and since Christmas last, to wit, about a Month ago 
she loosed out of Loyne or Lune River for the Isle of Man, having then on 
Board only three Passengers, viz. Mr. Edmund Thriltfall, and two Strangers, 
who this Informant never saw before or since, which said Thrillfall, when 
he was on Board shewed Charles Cawson, Master of the said Vessel, the 
Earl of Derby's Pass for the said Voyage. And this Informant and others 
of the said Mariners made for the said Island, but before they could compass 
it, the said Owner proposed to this Informant, and the rest of the Manners 
to make for Ireland, which they did accordingly, and landed in Ireland, and 
tHcre continued about three Weeks, during all which time the said Master 
continued a Shore, and returned not Aboard till she was ready to sail. And 
this Informant further saith, Tiiat the said Vessel went out of Loyne in the 
night-time without any Cocket or Certificate from the Custom-Office, and 
without Fraught, or any on Board, save the three Passengers aforesaid, and 
the said Master and five Mariners, and a Boy. And at her Return had 
Dotliing Aboard save a Tun and a half of Iron-pots, and half a Tun of Iron 
Barrs, and nine Barrels of Beef, and two Passengers, viz. the said Mr. 
Thrillfall, and a young short Man wearing his own hair; which soid Passen- 
gers hod two Cases of Pistols, and one Sword, and the said Thrillfall hod a 
Hair Port-mantle Trunk, which lie took on Shoar nith Lira. And he further 
soitli. That on Thursday morning last, the said Vessel came to Anchor in 
Loyne aforesaid, a httle before Sun-rise, and by the Cock-boat belonging to 
the soid Vessel sent the soid Thrillfall and the other Passenger ashore at the 
Crook, being on the South-side of the said River, before the Custom-house 
Boat come up to them. And the said Passengers, or the one of them left 

i 
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examined into at Manchester by the Earl of Devonshire, the 

behind them in the said Vessel two Leather Ba^gs with Writings, which 

the Custom-Officers, when they came on Board, took into their possession. 

And further saith not, 

John Preston. 

Jurat apud Preston in 
Com. Lane' xifii* 
Junii 1689. Co- 
ram me, 

C. Brandon. [Charles Lord Gerard of Brandon.]| 

The Information of Henry Knowles, one of the Seamen in the Pink or 
Vessel calVd the Lion of Lancaster : Who upon Oath saith ; 

That he is a Papist, and hath hecn a Mariner or Seaman in the said 
Vessel, in several Voyages betwixt England and Ireland, and more par- 
ticularly in two Voyages since Christmas last. And he further saith, that 
this day five Weeks last past about two a Clock in the Morning, the said 
Vessel weighed Anchor from the River Lune, being designed, (as this 
Examinnnt and the other Mariners on Board understood for the Isle of 
Man,) without any Fraught or Persons on Board her, saving Mr. Thrillfall 
and two other Passengers, who this Examinant knows not, besides Charles 
Cawson the Master, five Mariners, whereof this Examinant was one, and a 
Boy. But in the Voyage, and before they did reach to the said Isle, Mr. 
Thrillfall proposed, that they should go strait for Dublin in the Kingdom of 
Ireland, where the said Mr. Thrillfall pretended he had business; to this the 
Master readily consented, saying, he also had business at Dublin to get in 
some Debts; which Voyage they performed accordingly, and Landed at 
Dublin the Saturday following, and there continued at Anchor some days 
above three Weeks, during which stay this Examinant several times saw the 
•aid Mr. Thrillfall in Dublin: And in order for their Betum to England, 
there was brought on Board the said Vessel at Dublin, only one Tun and a 
half of Iron pots, half a Tun of Iron Barrs, and nine Barrels of Beef; and 
upon Monday was seven night the said Vessel set sail from Dublin for Eng- 
land, no Persons being in her besides the said Ship's-Company, the said Mr. 
Thrillfall, and one other Person (to this Examinant unknown) who brought 
with them into the Vessel only a Trunk-Portmantle covered with Hair, that 
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Earl of Macclesfield, the Earl of Scarborough, and the Lord 

this Exommant knows of. And this Deponent saitli, that the said other 
Person was low of stature, wearing his own Hair, and wont under the 
Name of Mr. Lunt, who pretended to come to an Uncle of liis in England. 
And tliiB Examinant further saith, That the said Vessel about two or three 
a Clock last Thursday Morning came to an Anchor in the River Luna in 
that Country. And the Mostcj', immediately after their coming to Anchor, 
Ordered the Cock-boat to be let down, and appointed this Examinant and 
Richard Wliiteside, another of the said Seamen, to set the said Mr. Thrill- 
fall and Mr. Lunt on shore upon Cockerham side, which accordingly they 
did, and carried with them (which they deUvered to the said Thrillfall) the 
said Trunk ; and as this Examinant, and the said Whiteside were rowing 
the Boot back towards the Vessel, the said Lunt called back of them, that 
he had left his Boggs on Board, but said, that he and the said Mr. Thrillfall 
would go to refresh themselves at Cockerham, and desired this Examinant 
to bring his said Bagga thither to him. But before this Examinant was re- 
tum'd to the Vessel, a Boat with some Officers belonging to the Custom- 
house were come up to the Vessel, who searching the Vessel did after tliis 
Examinant's Return to her, find iu the Hold of the said Vessel, two 
Leather-baggs, with several written and Printed Papers in them, as this 
Examinant allerwards saw, which this Examinant believes to be the said 
Lunt's Boggs. And this Deponent further saith, that he believes the said 
Vessel had no Cocket, when she went for Ireland. And hath heard, that 
the said Mr. Tlirillfall gave ten Pounds for her that Voyage. 



Capt' & Jurat' apud 
Preston in Com' 
Lancast' 18 Junii 



Henry Knowles. 



The Information of James Tomgon, one of the Mariners belonging to 

the Pink or Vettel called tht Lion of Laneatter : Who upon Oath 

gait A, 

That he is a Protestant, but being Examined about severol Voyages 

Utely made by the iHud Vessel into Ireland, as to the last, suth, th&t It was 
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Wharton, who were all at this time in Lancashire on the 

begun about Ave Weeks since, and having beard the Infonnation of Henry 
Knowles, this Ezaminant agrees with the same in the relation thereof. 

Capt' & Jurat' die & James Tomson. 

loco prsBd' coram 
me, 

T. Patten. 

The In/armaiion of John Barrow one of the Mariners heionging to the 
Vessel called the Lion 0/ Lancaster : Who upon Oath saith ; 

That he is an Apprentice to Mr. John Cawson, and by his Order went 
on Board the said Vessel, which about five Weeks ago sayl'd into Ireland, 
and he hearing the Information of Henry Knowles now taken and read 
oyer, this Ezaminant agrees with the said Knowles in the Illation thereof, 
except that this Examinant heard not what the said Lunt came over for, 
nor the Discourses betwixt Mr. Thrillfall and Lunt, and the Seamen when 
they set them on shore at Gockerham. 

Capt' & Jurat' die John Barrow. 

& loco praed' coram 
me, 

John Patten. 

The Information of Richard Whiteside^ one qf the Mariners belonging 
to the Vessel called the Lion of Lancaster : Who upon Oath saith; 

That haying heard the Information of Henry Knowles, another of the 
Mariners, read over, this Examinant agrees with him in every particular 
thereof, relating to the said Vessel's last Voyage into Ireland, except that 
this Examinant hath not heard what Mr. Thrillfall was to give for the Hire 
of the said Vessel. 

Oapf A: Jurat' die & R. Whiteside, 

loco sup' diet' co- 



ram me. 



T. Patten. 
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business of the army, and by their joint recommendation a 



TAe Examination of John Cateton of Narboeh within Coeherkam in the 
County qf Laitcatter, Merchant : Who aatth, 
That he is half Owner of the Vessel, called the Lion of Lancaster, and 
tho otiier half belongs to this EKaminont's Son Charles Cawson, and to his 
Son-in-Law Robert Curwen, to wit, to either of them one Quarter. And 
tbat liaving for severoi years lost past, ahout May or Juno been employ'd 
to carry the Earl of Derby's Cattle from the Isle of Man to England, he 
this Esaminont did about two or three Months ago desire Mr. William 
Backhouse the Attorney, who design'd shortly afterwards to go with Mr. 
Thomas Simpson to London to put tho said Mr. Simpson in mind of know- 
ing from the said Earl, when he designed the said Cattle should be fetched 
ovDr, which Mr. Backhouse promised to do. And at Mr. Simpson's Betum 
he informed this Deponent, that he this ExamJnant might send for the 
Cattle as formerly to Mr, Cockett my Lord's Servant in the said Isle. And 
thereupon thb Examinant gave consent to his said Son Charles, that if he 
pleas'd he might fetch over the same in the Vessel aforesaid. And about 
five Weeks ago the said Vessel loosed Anchor, and went out of Lime 
Water, designing only as this Exomiuant then believed, for the Isle of Man, 
upon the Account aforesaid. And this Examinant further saith, that since 
the return of the Vessel, this Examinant has been for about an hour's time 
with his said Son to enquire about liis Voyage, who inform'd him, that in 
the Voyage Mr. Edmund Thrillfall, who was then a Passenger on Board the 
Vessel, otfer'd to him tho said Charles Cawson ten Pounds to put hira the 
■aid Mr. Thrillfall a shore in any part of Ireland, and that accordingly, he 
had set Mr. Thrillfall a shore at Dublin, and that after some stay there, he 
returned bock for England, bringing the said Mr. Thrillfall and another 
Person (who his Son called Mr. Lunt) hither with him. And the uid 
Charles informed this Examinant, that he was dctain'd and could not 
be admitted to return from Dublin till he brought the said Lunt and 
Thrillfall with him. And this Examinant aaith, that upon Ascension-day 
last, the said Mr. Thrillfall came unto him at Qarstang, and treated with 
him about a Passage into the Isle of Man, but an Embargo being then upon 
Vessels, this Examinant told the said Thrillfall, his sud Vessel could not 
go. And upon the Mondav before the Vessel went from Lnncaator' water, 
tho said Mr. Thrillfall carae to this Kxaminant's House to treat with him 
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warrant to apprehend Threlfall and Lunt was issued by the 
Earl of Macclesfield, as Lord Lieutenant of the county. (^) 

Threlfall and Lunt, having escaped the oflScers of the 
customs, repaired first to Mr. Tildesley's, of the Lodge, in 
Myerscough, where they divided the commissions, and Mr. 
Threlfall having refreshed himself, and being furnished with 
a guide, set out to deliver those for Yorkshire and Dur- 
ham, while Mr. Lunt, with another guide,'took charge of the 
commissions for the gentlemen of Lancashire, Cheshire, and 
Staffordshire. 

When Mr. Lunt had delivered his portion of the commis- 
sions, he was dispatched to London to buy arms and enlist 
men, and send them into Lancashire to be subsisted by King 
James's friends till there should be occasion to employ them. 

again for a Passage to the Island, but this Examinant denied him one in the 
Vessel, having resolved to take no Passenger thither; and thereupon the 
said Thrillfall went away from this Deponent, and since then this Exami- 
nant never saw the said Mr. Thrillfall. And this Examinant demanding 
from his Son, why he called not at the Isle for my Lord's Cattle in 
his return from Dublin, his said Son told him the said Thrillfall and Lunt 
(who were too strong for him, being armed with Pistols) would not let him, 
and that withal they promis'd him other ten Pounds for their Passage from 
Ireland, but never yet paid it him. 

Gapt' die & loco John Cawsou. 

prsed* coram me, 
T. Patten. 

(^) Charles Lord Oerard of Brandon (son to the Earl of Macclesfield) was 
made Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire, and Governor of Liverpool Castle in 
1688, and retained both offices until his death in 1701. At the time of these 
trials he had succeeded to the title of Earl of Macclesfield. He was the 
husband of the lady so well known as the mother of Richard Savage the 
poet. 
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The number of Irish soldiers who now appeared in the 
county gave rise to a letter to the secretary of state, from 
the magistrates assembled at the adjourned quarter sessions 
of the peace at Manchester, on the 18th October, 1G89, in 
which they state that many of the younger Roman Catholic 
gentry {some of them of good quality) had secreted them- 
selves in the county ; that information had reached the 
writers that there had been a modelling of men and officers, 
as if in the hope of an insurrection ; that to some of the 
absent gentlemen there had been sent boxes with scarlet 
clokes, pistols, and swords, from London ; that there had 
been war saddles conveyed to disaffected persons five or six 
months before; that the gaols were full of Irish Roman 
Catholics ; and that there were many at popish houses ; and, 
which they say is the more immediate cause of the letter, 
that only two days before six new war saddles were sent for 
in the night by Mrs. Culcheth,(') a popish gentlewoman, five 
of whose brothers had absconded, respecting whom the 
writers say they had five persons all of them papists then 
in prison. 

In August 1689, as Lunt in company with Mr. Abbot, 



ngestion that this ladj 
Esq., of Wrightingtoa, 



(') I am indebted to Mr. Canou Kaines for the 
was probably Mary tiie daughter oi' Hugh Dicconat 
who was married to ThotDas Culcheth. If ho, V* 
the prisoners tried at Manchester, Roger Dicconson tlie witness, and that 
Edward Dicconson " cpiscopus MallcnsiB," buried nt Standish in 1752, aged 
82, wero probably three of the five suspected brothers. If Mr. Baines is 
correct, William DJcconson, the prisoner, agiun fell under the euspicion of 
the government and forfeited his estate in 1707. (Hiitortf of Laneathire, 
vol. iii., p. 517.) 
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the steward of Lord Molyneux, was returning northwards 
after his mission to London, he and his fellow traveller were 
seized at Corentry, and thrown into prison as enemies to the 
government. Tliey were still iu confinement there when 
Charles Cawson, the master of the pink which had brought 
Mr. Lunt and Mr. Threlfall from Ireland, arrived at that 
place on his way to London, a prisoner in custody for that 
offence. Being told at Coventry as a piece of news that two 
of his countrymen were then in that gaol as enemies to the 
government, he was taken, at his own request, by the king's 
messenger who had charge of him to the prison, where he 
immediately recognized Mr. Lunt as one of the persons 
whom he had brought from Ireland the previous June, and 
who had left those papers in the ship for which he Cawson 
was then in trouble. Cawson being taken from Coventry to 
London, and being there examined by the privy council, 
gave evidence of his taking Mr. Threlfall to Ireland, of his 
bringing him and Mr. Lunt back, of their landing at Cock- 
erhara, of their leaving the papers in the ship, of Mr, Threl- 
fell's being killed, and of Mr. Lunt's being confined in 
Coventry gaol. Having been bound over to give evidence 
against Mr. Lunt, Mr. Cawson was then set at liberty, and 
Mr. Lunt and Mr. Abbot, after being brought from Coventry 
to London, and examined by the privy council, were com- 
mitted to Newgate for treasonable practices in November 



In the same month, according to Mr. Kingston, (but on 
the 27th February following according to the date appended 
to his deposition,) Mr. Kelly deposed before the mayor of 
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Evesham, in Worcestershire, and five of his brother magis- 
trates, that there was a design on foot to raise a rebellion 
against the go^'emnient in Lancashire ; that divers persons 
there, and in the adjoining counties, had received commis- 
sions from King James to raise two regiments of horse, two 
regiments of dragoons, and three regiments of foot; that 
great numbers of Irish soldiers and their arms were pri- 
vately kept in different parts of the countj, and in particular 
that Mr. Thomas Tatlock, of Simonswood near Seftoo, 
harboured about sixty men for the ex-king's service, and 
that their arms were hid in that wood ; that Mr. Moljneux 
of Morbrow, harboured about twenty Irish soldiers for the 
same purpose; that arms, saddles, bridles, holsters, and 
other necessaries, were hid under a tower at the entry of 
the house of Mr. Blundell of Ince ; that John Holland of 
Prescot, and his partner, made saddles and holsters for 
them, and were privy to their design ; that he, Kelly, saw a 
letter from the late queen in the hands of Lord Molyneux's 
son, and heard it read, encouraging the intended insurrection 
in Lancashire, and giving assurance from the French king of 
assistance in men and anns.(') 



(') The infonDation wbicli Kelly gai 
Kingaton's book, p. 302 : — 



! given yerbatin 



The Examinatio\ 

of February. 

This Infortnant saith, that lie came over to England in the Irish Army 

about Micbnclnias la«t was twelve Months, since which time he hatb 

waiider'd up and down from one Gentleman's House to another, nnd was eii- 

tertain'd in the Lord Molyneux's House about twelve Days before Christmaa, 



1 of John Kelly taken upon Oath the 23 and 27 days 
. Englan 
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This infomiation caused many of the Lancashire Roman 
Catholics to be imprisoned, while others, aware that Mr. 
Dodsworth had also discovered the conspiracy, and that two 

during which time he was there, he saw a Letter from Queen Mary which 
came from St Germains, directed to the young Lord Mol^neux, which 
Letter this Informant heard read, the Contents of which Letter was that 
with good Hopes of the Encouragement they had from other Coontries, mid 
that the Queen had got from the French King a Grant of assisting them 
with Arms, to the Numher of eight or nine Thousand as near as he remem- 
hereth ; and my Lord Molyneux on receipt of this Letter, sent to seyeral 
Saddlers to prepare Saddles, Bridles, and Holsters, and as fast as they were 
made, this Informant saith, they were convey 'd to secret Places under 
Ground: And farther this Informant saith. That he was at the House of 
one Esq; Tildesley at a Place called the Lodge, in Lancashire near to 
a Town call'd Preston, where he saw many Commissions which came from 
King James out of Ireland, which said Commissions were to raise two 
Regiments of Horse and three of Foot, which Regiments were to be at an 
hours warning when King James sent any Assistance out of Ireland 
into England, or when King William should go into Scotland, one of 
which Regiments of Horse was to be Commanded by the young Lord 
Molyneux, another Regiment of Horse was to be Commanded by Esq; 
Townley of Townley in Lancashire aforesaid, one other Regiment of 
Foot, was to be Commanded by Mr. Standish of Standish Hall in Lan- 
cashire aforesaid, and the other Regiment of Foot was to be Commanded 
by Sir James Pool of Pool Hall within six Miles of West-Chester: 
And this Informant farther saith, that Mr. Standish sent one Lieut. Burke 
from his House with Letters to King James into Ireland, who gave 
the said Lieut Burke forty Guineas, which this Informant saw deliver'd to 
the said Lieut. Burke, which said Letters were sent immediately after 
the Receipt of the said Commissions from Ireland. And farther this 
Informant says, he was sent by the Lord Molyneux with a Letter to 
my Lord l**t of l**t-Hall aforesaid, and also he was sent i^nth several 
other Letters from Place to Place to several other Gentlemen, the Contents 
of which Letters this Informant believes, was to be in a Readiness for 
the rising aforesaid, and they were to repair to the Castle of Liverpool, 
which they did conceive might easily be surpriz'd, where were many Barrels 



INTRODUCTIOK. XU 

witnesses might be had to prove their treason, absconded 
from their homes, and continued in concealment until Kelly 
had mysteriously disappeared. 

of Gun Powder and Arma, that bo thereby they might be fumish'd with 
Ammiinition and Arms; and further this Jnlbnnant saith, that be was sent 
now and then a Foot, aud then a Uorse-back from one Gentleman to 
another, wlio were Confederates, aud was kindly rcceiv'd by all with Plenty 
of ProviHious and Money ; and further this Informant says, he knew several 
other Persons sent upon the same occasion; and further this Informant says, 
that he himself does know Irish Souldiers to the Number of tlve Hundred, 
now lying in Lancashire, wliich lye to be ready at an hour's warning, if there 
should be any Insurrection to asMst King Jamca. And this Informant saitli, 
Mr. Thomas Tatlock of Symons-Wood, near the Parish of Seflon in Lanca- 
shire, did for near a Month together, harbour about three Score Irish Men, 
who had serr'd King Jamea, and were then listed under other Gentlemen to 
serve King James again, and that Anns and Furuiture for them were bid in 
that Wood. 

He further saitb, that Mr. Molyneux of Morhrow, did harbour about 
twenty Irish Men for the Serrice of King James, and that Arms, Saddles, 
Bridles nnd Holsters for them were conceal'd in a Cellar under a Tower at 
the Entry of the House of Mr. Blundell of Inch in the Parish of Sefton. 
That John Holland of Prescot and his Partner made Saddles, Bridles and 
Holsters for them, and was privy to the Design, and that a Saddler In Leigh 
was imploy'd by the Popish Gentlemen for that Service. That all the Offi- 
cers and Soldiers were to he ready at the Time they should have Notice 
from King James from Ireland. That Arma, Saddles, Bridles, Holsters, &c. 
were also hid in Cellars and under Ground, in the Pariah of Prescot and 
Parish of Leigh and other Parishes, by Gentlemen and the SaJIera that live 
there. 

Tnkeu and Sworu this J. Kelly. 

27. Febr. before us 

whose Names are here 

under Written. 

Thomas Yarnold Mayor of Kvesham, Bellemont, James Busbotit, William 
Bromley, Edmund Letcbmore, ffichkrd Oodswell. 
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On the 16th May, 1690, Mr. Robert Dodsworth deposed 
upon oath before the Lord Chief Justice Holt, that certain 
Komaa Catholic gentlemei], and others in Lancashire and 
the neighbourhood, of whom he gave a list, had entered into 
a treasonable conspiracy to make war against the govern- 
ment, with a design to restore King James; that in order to 
it they had received commissions from King James, brought 
over by Mr. Threlfall, to raise some regiments of horse and 
dragoons ; that the confederates had bought arms, ammimi- 
tion, and other necessaries, and hid them in divers places ; 
that the troops were to be joined by the late king's forces 
from Ireland, while the French were to land in Cornwall, 
and the Duke of Berwick to cause a diversion in Scotland ; 
that all was to be kept still and close until the late king 
should actually land in Lancashire, which he had promised 
to do in a month or two at the farthcst.(^) The house of 



printed from the copy girsD 




(') Mr. Dodawortli's deposition i 
by Mr. Kingston, p. 271 : — 

The Information of Rohert Dodsworth of Vrot^y RaventwortK v» 
the County of Westmoreland Gentleman. 

a hifl Oath aaith, that about August last, he went to 
Mr. Tho, Carua of Wcat-Hall in the CouDty of Lancaster, and the said Mr. 
Carus told tliis Informant, that he could do him a kindncas, and get him a 
CommiBaion from his Cousin Tildeslcy meaniug Col. Thomas Tildesley 
of the Lodge in the said County of Lancaster, Esq ; who had a Conimiasion 
from the late King James to be a Colonel of Dragoons : And this Iiifonnant 
deposeth, that about a Month after came Edward Tildealey to Mr. Girling- 
tons at Thurland Castle in the said County of Lancaster, where Mr. Henry 
Butler and Mr. Thomas Carus dcsir'd him to speak to tho said Thomoa 
Tildesley the nest lime he saw him for a Commission for this Informont, 
and a little time after the said Thomas Tildealey and one Thrillfell, who 
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commons, appreciating the %'aluc of this information, recom- 
mendcd Mr. Dodsworth to the government for a reward, 
upon which the king presented him with a sum of money, 

went by the Name of Cn[)l. Brown, came over to Thurland Castle, where 
this Informnnt did e]>cb1c to tlie said Thomas Tildeslc; for a CommissioD, 
and the aaid Tildeelcy told this Deponent, that care should be taken that 
this Infoniiaot should have a Commission, and one Thotnaa Ducket told tliia 
Informant, that the said Thrilltiill, alias Brown, had brought Commissions 
from the late King James. And it n'aa reported amongst them, that 
tho said King James would Land in a Mouth's Timej and seme short 
time after the said Tho. Tildeslcy came again to Thnrlond Castle, and there 
this lufumiant osk'd liim for a Captain's Commission, and the said Tildesley 
■aid, they were all disposed of, but told this Informant, he would put him 
into a Post. At the same time Mr. George Cams of Halton in the said 
County of Lancaster, came to tliis Informant and said, that he had been 
order'd a Mouth before to oslc this Informant, if he would accept a 
Lieutenant's Place of Horse; to which this Informant gave his consent, 
and therewith acqiuiinted the said Thomas Tildeslev, who told this In- 
formant, that if he would bring a Troop of Dragoons, ho should have 
an Independent Troop; for hia Regiments beiug full, he could giye out 
00 more Commissions for Captains without Order from his Master, meaning 
the late King James, and moat of the Discourse between this Informant and 
the said Thomas Tildesley, George Carus of Halton, Henry Butler, Thomas 
Ducket, Thomas Carus and John Girlington was hoping for the speedy Re- 
tnm of the said King James : And ibis Informant further dcposeth, that 
some time after, which was in Christmas lost, this Informant went to Mau- 
chester, and carry'd a Letter from George Carus to Chri8to|iber Cams 
liis Father, who read the same, and osk'd tliis Informant if he the said 
Cbrifltopher was a Captain, whether he would go under him, to which this 
Informant answer'd with all his Heart, then the said Christopher Corns said, 
he bad a Commission under Coll. Molyneux, and had Power to choose hia 
own Lieutenant and Comet, only the Coll. desired to put in the Quarter- 
Master; And then tho said Mr. Christopher Carus told this Informant, that 
he should he his Lieutenant, and desir'd him to keep it private. This In- 
formant further dcposcth, that at Cbiistmas lost at his return from Manches- 
ter, be came to Mr. Standish at Standish in the said County of Loncwter, 
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and had he not been a Roman Catholic, and so disqualified, 
he would have found him some office in the treasury. 

On the 17th March, 109O, Mr. Edward Uobioson deposed 
before Richard Wright, Esq., a Lancashire magistrate, that 

wlio ask'd this Informant, if he was iiam'd for a Commission, and the 
IiiformaDt told him, that he was a Lieutenant under Cnpt. Christopher 
CaruB, and after Supper the said Mr. Standish went with this Informant 
into hia Chamber, and having called for sonic Drink, he drank the Healths 
of Coll. MolyncQX and Coll. Townley and Lieutenant Coll. Gerrard {Sir 
William Gerrard'a Son), then Mr. Thomns Ducket a Relation of the said 
Mr. Standish drank a Health to the Lieutenant Collonel to Mr. Townley, 
this Informant nsk'd who that was, the said Mr. Ducket reply'd, there he is 
pointing to the said Mr. Stondish, which said Mr. Standish reply'd yes for 
want of a hetter, or to that Purpose, and further said, he thought he might 
have been Lieutenant Collonel to Mr. William Molyneux, because their 
Acquaintance had been so great, but ainco he wau not, he was satisfied with 
that Post under Coll. Townley. This Informant fuHhcr deposeth, that the 
next day the said Lieutenant Collonel Standish, Mr. Thomas Ducket, one 
Dr. Worton and this Informant din'd together at Stan dish- Hal I, and the said 
Mr. Standish hid this Deponent take notice of the said Dr. Worton; for that 
lie was, or Has to be. Doctor to the Regiment, and after Dinner this Infor- 
mant went to Preston, and the nest day to Halton near Lancaster to the 
House of the said Christojibcr Carua, where was George Carus his Son, 
who was to be Cornet to that Troop, and there the said George Carus and 
this Informant did consult about procuring Men, and securing what Horses 
they could ; but were to meddle with none until they had Orders from the 
late King James. And this Informant further deposeth. that about a Month 
after the said Christopher Carus who then was, and had been for some time, 
a Prisoner at Manchester, had leave to come to his own House at Halton, 
where this Informant met him, and there he told this Informant, that he 
hod receiv'd a Letter from Mr. William Molyneux, which intimated, that he 
had diapos'd of the Lieutenant's Place, but he would provide as well for this 
Informant, whereupon this Informant finding himself to be at an uncertainty, 
went to the said Mr. Molyneus with Mr. Richard Woolfall of Highlon, and 
then this Informant and the said Wooll'all, went to Mr. Harrington's, being 
a Captain to Mr. Molyneux, who told this Informant that be had more than 
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Mr. Fazakerley of Spello House, in Lancashire, showed him 
a commissioQ from the late King James, to raise men for his 
service; that Mr. Fazakerley had arms wrapped up in straw, 
and hid under the tiles of his house ; that he had promised 

liis Complement, and the said Capt. Harrington nam'd one Protestant, who 
this Informant knowc-th not, H'ho offer'd himself to be a Soldier ; then tliis 
Informant said to the said Harrington, I hope you have not told him, to 
which the said Harrington answer'd no, but said, that the said ProtcBlant 
told him, that he knew tliot there waa a Design on Foot, and that he would 
sooner serve nnilcr him the said Hanington than under any other Man; 
then the said Captuiu shew'd ihia Informant his line Laces and said, that aJI 
bis Arms were in a reailincss, and that some of them wore at Home and the 
rest at London ; and he further said, he had twelve Pair of Gloves comiiig 
down, which he would givo to the fii-st twelve Men that came in to him, 
then the said Capt. Harrington and this Informant had Discourse of how 
many Troops Coll. Molyneux's Regiment consisted ; and the sajd Capt. 
Harrington told this Informant, how many there were, but this Infonnant 
cannot toll whether ho said thirteen or fifteen. And the said Mr. Harring- 
ton nam'd these Officers following, viz, Coll. William Molyncus, Lieutenant 
Coll. Gcrrard, Capt. Penny, Capt. Robert Molyncus, Capt. Wcstby of 
Mobrick, Capt. Massey of Puddington, Captain Harrington, Capt. Christopher 
Cams, all of Coll. Molyneux his Regiment, heaides some Officers in Stafford- 
shire, and several others cngog'd at London, iind as for the Majors they 
were all to come out of Ireland: Then this Informant osk'd the said 
Harrington, who was his Lieutenant, ho answer'd bo was coming from 
London, and had rid in the late King James's Guards and was a good 
Soldier; this Informant further deposeth, that he hath frequently discoursed 
in the Company of Coll. Tildesley, Mr. Girlington, Mr. Richard Butler, Mr. 
Tlioraas Butler, Mr. Thomas Carua, Mr. Cole and Mr. Henry Butler, that 
the French design'd Landing in Cornwall or thereabouts, and the English 
and Irish in Lancashire. And this Informant further deposeth, that before 
his going to Mr. Harrington as aforesaid, Mr. George Carus of Halton and 
this Informant design'd to go for Ireland, to receive Orders from the late 
King James, and to bring them into England, for which purpose this Infor- 
mant and the said Mr. Carus went to Mr. John Somers of Kirby Lonsdale, 
Bnd desir'd him to go to Milthrope to provide a Vessel to carry them, and 
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such of his tenants as would accept service under him for 
King James, to renew their leases to their children upon 
their deaths ; that he told the deponent that he heard from 
the late king very often, and that his majesty had lately 

the said Mr. Cams went to Coll, Dalton to receive liia Acivice, who told the 
said Carus (as he said) that he would not have him go as yet, for that very 
lately there came a Messenger from King James, who brought Word that 
so soon as they beard of the Duke of Berwick's landing in Seotland, tiiey 
might expect the said King's landing in England, and desir'd his Friends to 
he in what Readiness they could. 

This Informant further deposcth, that some time after Mr. Christopher 
Cams sent his Son George Cams to the said Mr. Dalton who had a Com- 
mission, to desire him to provide for this Informant, hocouse Mr. Molyneus 
had disposed of the Lieutenant's Place which this Informant should have 
hod, the said Mr. Dalton answer'd he would take care of this Informant, 
but desir'd this Informant should not come to his House for fear of Suspition : 
And this Informant hsth heard by the said Mr. George Carus, that Mr. 
Dalton had burnt his Commission for feor it should be found, and sent to 
Mr. Tililcsley to do the same, who made answer, be would as soon burn 
himself, or Words to that cffett. 

This Informant further deposeth, that Mr. Marsden a Protestant was one 
of our Companions, and he having a great Estate always protects Roman 
Catholics when there is Occasion: This Informant further deposeth, that 
Mr. Husband a Protestant, a Tradesman in Kirby- Lonsdale, sent to London 
for two Pair of Holster Caps and two Housings, for the use of the Roman 
Catholics, and hath always been very intimate with them. 

And lliis Informant further deposeth, that the List of Officers hereunto 
nnnexed, wore to he under the late King James when ever he commanded 
veral of them declared to this Deponent ; and as this Informant 
hath been told by others ; 

R. Dodsworlh. 
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sent him word, by a servant of Lord Molyneux, that he 
would be with them in two months ; thai John Harrington, 
Esq., of Egboth, [Aigburth,] told the deponent that he also 
had received a commission to be a captain under King 
James, and that Mr. Moore, tlien in his hou.se, and who had 

A list of those Officers I know. 



UnJe 


r Colloiiel 


Thomns Tildosley. 


Lieutenant Collonol Riri;n;tton a 


Llout. William Westby. 


Protestant. 




Mr. Goodwin tbe Priest was to 


Capt. Thomas Tildcsloy. 




a Troop at liis own Cliarge 


Cept. Ralph TiUeslcy. 




to put in Officers. 


Copt. Henry BHtlcr. 




Lieut. George Carua of SeJJet. 


Capt. Richard Butler. 




Lieut. Thomas Butler. 


CapL Alexander Butlcra 


FroteHioot. 


Coraet Knipe Protestant. 


CitpL Tliomaa C'arus. 







Under Colionel Townley. 
Lieut. Coll. Stondiah. Comet Woolfall. 

Cftpt. Bierley or Barlow. Quarter- Master Dm-ket. 

Under Colionel Molyneux. 

Lieut Coll. Gerrord, Son to Sir Lieut. Stanley, 

William Qcrrard. Lieut. Penalt or such like Name he 

CapL Westby. lives id Wales and came into my 

Capt. Harrington. Place. 

Capt MolyneoT. Comet Carus. 

Capt Massey. There is also one Coll. Tempest in 

CapL Penny. Yorksliire. 
Capt Carus Protestant. 

Under Coll. Dalton I know none. 
Several of these Officers I liail it from their own Mouths, the others only 
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been a captain of dragoons in the late Irish army, was to be 
his lieutenant. 

After Mr. Lunt's committal to Newgate in November, 
1689, he remained twenty weeks in confinement there, 
and then put in bail to appear at Lancaster assizes. In 
August 1 690, he appeared in pursuance of his recognizance, 
and was committed to Lancaster Castle on a charge of high 
treason, where he remained a close prisoner until April 
1691, when he was tried and acquitted, partly because 
the custom-house officers, having neglected to mark the 
papers seized in the pink, were unable to identify them, 
and the government, always unwilling to prosecute capitally 
where the proof was doubtful, would not produce them as 
witnesses against the prisoner; and partly because Charles 
Cawson falling sick a little before the assizes of a disease 
that carried him to his long home, Mr. Dodsworth was now 
the only witness against him, and one witness in a case of 
high treason is not sufficient. 

Dodsworth was shortly afterwards murdered by Mr. Deane, 
a Jacobite, in consequence, as it is alleged, of a rumoured 
correspondence between him and Mr. Lunt, and a story 
which Mrs. Dodsworth confirmed, that Mr. Lunt, imitating 
her husband's example, had also thoughts of discovering the 
plot. 

Lunt, being discharged from imprisonment, was again 
employed by his Lancashire friends in listing men and buy- 
ing arms, in order that, if the king should be taken off in 
Flanders, the conspirators might be ready for an insurrection 
in England as soon as the blow was given. 
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The summer being consumed in these preparations/') and 
the campaign in Flanders having ended without any news 
either of the king's assassination or of an inTasion, Mr. Luut 
was sent to France in November 1691, to acquaint the late 
king that his friends were in a condition to receive him, and 
to ascertain when his affairs would permit him to make 
a descent upon the kingdom. 

He returned to England in December, bringing intelli- 
gence that King James would be here the next spring, and 
that, in the meantime, Col. Parker and others would be sent 
over with full instructions how they might best put them- 
selves in a position to receive him. 

Col. Parker and Johnson the priest, two of the party who 
had contrived in France the intended murder of the king 
and the inva-sion of England, landed here at the latter end 
of January 1691-2, to help forward their designs. The 
murder, which was their favourite project as the only means 
to make the invasion practicable, was communicated to all 
such persons as they could trust, and they had hopes of 
accomplishing it before the king went to Holland; but they 
were so long in contriving when, where, how, and by whom, 
it was to be done, that the time for action had elapsed 
before they had matured their resolves. 

Parker communicated the scheme of the descent to the 
party here by calling together the general officers, and ac- 
quainting them iu a private manner that their old master 

{') In the Norrii Paper*, p. 24, tliere is » BummoDs by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, dated nt Liverpool, 3rd Jano, 1691, by whicli it appears tliat tlie 
goTcrnmont were then miistcrin;; soldiers to meet some supposed danger. 
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had DOW obtained of the Most Christian King 30,000 effeo- 
tive men ; that when the spring was a little more advanced, 
the late king, who was already moving towards Normandy, 
would be wafted over with them into England, with an 
assurance that if the forces were not sufficient France would 
spare them 30,000 more. He therefore desired them all to 
be in readiness, and to observe the greatest speed and 
secrecy imaginable; and then, at the instance of Johnson the 
priest, addressing more particularly Captain Blaire, he told 
him that he, Parker, was going to his command in Lancsr 
shire, but that at the king's landing he should move south- 
ward, and therefore, since his own men were raw, and Cap- 
tain Blaire's for the most part old officers and soldiers, he 
desired that the captain would join him. 

When Parker went into Lancashire he took with him 
several good officers, some of whom he kept near himself, 
and the rest he disposed in Yorkshire and Durham. Parker 
made his head quarters at Dunkenhalgh, the house of Mr. 
Walmsley, and thence he issued his orders to the confede- 
rates; and because the late king was now at La Hogue, 
preparing to embark for England, he directed that the arms, 
which for fear of discovery had been hid in woods and 
grounds, and buried between walls in cellars and outhouses, 
should be taken out and forthwith distributed among the 
officers.(^) 

(}) Richard Norris, writing from Liverpool in 1692, says: "The papists 
are mighty high and most frequently are in great hopes of some considerable 
things this spring, which the Lord avert/' This was on the eve of the 
battle of La Hogue. 
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The destruction of the French Heet off' La Hogue on the 
20th May, 1692, dissipated the hope of an iovasion, and for 
a while bafHed the designs of the conspirators. But earlj in 
the following year the murder of the king and the invasion of 
England were again resolved upon. The management of the 
invasion was this time committed to a knight named Symp- 
son. Major Crosby, Captain Lloyd, and Mr. Walter Crosby. 
Sympson and Lloyd crossed over from England to France 
and back about it several times between the beginning of the 
year 1G93 and the following June, and having settled the 
plan of the invasion, they returned to France in the August 
of the same year. Major Crosby came into England about 
Michaelmas 1693, and, after a short stay in London, went 
down into Lancashire, and thence returned into France. 

Mr. Walter Crosby had been educated in Trinity College, 
Dublin, but had left that society and gone over to France to 
can-y intelligence. From thence he returned through Flan- 
ders and England into Ireland, and under the disguise of a 
Williamlte contributed his utmost to overthrow the govern- 
ment, till his practices were discovered, his letters seized, 
and himself made prisoner, when, having been admitted to 
bail, he forfeited his recognizances and escaped to France, 
where his credit with the Court of St. Germains soon pro- 
cured him the sole management of the invasion plot. 

In November 1693 he again came over to England, and 
was met in London by Col. Parker from Lancashire. His 
arrival was a great satisfaction to the Jacobites, to whose 
drooping spirits it gave fresh lite and vigour, by infuang 
new spirit into the cabals of the whole party. 
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Frequent meetings were now held in order to draw up 
such proposals as niif^ht satisfy the Court of France that the 
conquest of England was both practicable and easy. Mean- 
while Lord Melford, who, although he had lost favour with 
King James, had still some small share in the management 
of affairs, finding that his interest was sinking in proportion 
as the hopes of conquering England declined, resolved to 
recover his former credit by pushing on the assassination of 
King William by the methods most likely to cftect it. To 
this end, in the absence of his old confidants, Col. Parker 
and Johnson the priest, he took to his assistance Mr. Brom- 
field and Captain Griffin, who promised in a short time to 
give him a good account of his project from some friends 
near Dover, whom they had already engaged in this enter- 
prise at the instigation of a person of consequence whose 
name they only obscurely hinted at. 

Whilst they were thus in expectation from Dover, another 
opportunity of strengthening the number of those already 
engaged unexpectedly offered itself. The Lancashire gen- 
tlemen, anxious to pay their devoirs to the late King, and 
desirous to receive his commands as usual by a messenger 
of their own, despatched Mr. Lunt, whose suft'erings and 
services had rendered him the confidant of the party, on this 
errand into France; and coming to St. Germains on the 3rd 
July 1693, he delivered his message to the late King in his 
closet in the presence of Lord Melford, who, thinking this 
a fit opportunity to promote his plot for the assassination of 
King William, sent Mr. Lunt to Captain Griffin, telling him 
that the latter had an aftair to engage him in. Captain 
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Griffin sent him to his old friend Mr. Bromfield, and the 
latter, after bewailing the ill success that had so long 
attended the late King's affairs, told Mr. Lunt that they 
were now upon a quicker expedient for their master's resto- 
ration, which was to cut off the Prince of Orange (so they 
called King William) by any «ay or method the under- 
takers might think fit, aud if Mr. Lunt would make one in 
that enterprise, it was promised that he should have a 
reward of £500 a year. Mr. Lunt consented, and after 
various discourses at sundry times upon the subject, he was 
told by LordMelford, on taking leave, that if the design which 
had been imparted to him by Griffin and Bromfield should 
take effect, tlie late king would soon be in England ; and 
Bromfield, at his departure, gave him a signet to carry to 
the persons who, as he told him, were in the same design. 
In December 1693 Mr. Lunt arrived at Dover, and met four 
of the sixteen persons who were engaged in the assassination 
of the king, namely. Captain Nowol of Dover, Captain Wal- 
ton of Folkestone, Mr. Pepper of Dover, and Mr. Preston of 
Feversham, tno of whom acknowledged to him that they 
were in the design of killing the king, and made no question 
of effecting their object in a month or two. Mr. Lunt tra- 
velling from Dover towards London, told several Romish 
priests of his acquaintance (though not in plain words) of the 
design he was engaged in. Some of them were against it 
as a damnable sin, and others encouraged him to it as a 
meritorious work. These different opinions, and the dismal 
reflections that his awakened conscience made upon his 
engaging in an action so inhuman and barbarous, gave him 
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SO much disquiet that he resolved to ax^ no further in it. 
But he entertained no intention of discovering the plot until 
a good friend made him sensible it was his duty to do it. 

In the meantime, Mr. Crosby having acquainted himself 
with the sentiments of the party, and collected the names of 
those who according to his account were to assist at the 
invasion and insurrection, was preparing to return to France 
with his papers, of which, for fear of miscarriage, there 
were duplicates, one kept by Col. Parker and the other 
by himseli^ when he was apprehended and committed to 
Newgate on the 9th May 1694, and on the 20th of the 
same month Col. Parker was also arrested and committed to 
the Tower. 

In searching Mr. Crosby's lodgings the messengers found 
two papers, one of which was a scheme for King James's 
descent upon England, which has no immediate relation to 
the Lancashire plot, and the other was an account of the 
persons to be relied on for help in different parts of the 
kingdom. In this paper it is said of this neighbourhood — 
** Cheshire is ready to move for King James with 
Sir F. E— n [Francis Egerton](^) 

Sir P. E— n [Philip Egerton] 

Mr. C— y of V-le R— U [ChoUnondeley of Vale Royal] 
Mr. R* Ch— y of H— d [Mr. Robert Cholmondeley of 

Holford] 
Sir W^ M— 11 
Mr. A — ^n [Mr. Ardern ?] 

(^) The names within [ ] are conjectured to be those of the parties 
meant. 
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Mr. M— li 

Mr. Lo — s 

Mr. B— h 

Col. M— II 

Mr. F— Us 

Mr. B — ks of Norton 

Sir Th. S— ley 



[Mr. Minshull ?] 
[Mr. Lowndes?] 
[Mr. Booth ?](') 



[Mr. Brooke?] 
[Thomas Stanley] 
with a great many of the clergy, all high church;" and 
"there are actually in the nortli above 4000 men listed 
ready to march upon occasion, and will be headed by men of 
consideration, all the north being generally well inclined. 
His majesty has particular assurance from thence and a true 
state of those parts before him, so that there is no need we 
should lay it down here, but this is fit you should rest satis- 
6ed of, that the moment he lands Carlisle and Newcastle 
will be put into his hands, and there will be an attack made 
on Chester and Berwick." 

Mr. Lunt had now been made sensible by his friend, who, 
he informs us, was Mr. Taffe,(') that it was his duty to dis- 
close the plot; and accordingly on the loth June IG94 he 
appeared before Sir John Trenchard, one of the secretaries 
of state, and made a full discovery of the whole plot, from 
its commencement in May 1G89 down to the time when he 
made his deposition on the above date. 

Such are the circumstances of the Lancashire plot as they 
are stated by the court advocates, who, with full command 
of the government materials, and a knowledge of all the 

(1) Probably Mr. Nathciniel Booth of Mottmin. 
I') Kingston's True HUt., Appendix, p, 297. 
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fiurtis, and neither inclined by their interest or their duty to 
extenuate the charge, must be supposed to haye made out 
as aggravated a case for their patrons as the circumstances 
would admit of — the sins of such writers are not likely to 
be sins of omission. 

In strictness the present publication is only so &r con- 
cerned with the plot as the eight gentlemen tried at Man- 
chester are supposed to be implicated in it ; but to make the 
charge against them more intelligible, it has been deemed 
necessary to give a general outline of the whole plot, be- 
cause their offence is throughout referred to as proceeding 
from the plot, while the latter in a great measure, and the 
guilt or innocence of the accused entirely, rested upon the 
evidence of the three principal witnesses examined on the 
trials at Manchester. 

The eight gentlemen who were tried at Manchester were, 

Caryl Lord Molyneux, 

Sir William Gerard, 

Sir Rowland Stanley, 

Sir Thomas Clifton, 

William Dicconson Esq., 

Philip Langton Esq., 

Bartholomew Walmsley Esq. of Dunkenhalgh, and 

Mr. William BlundeU of Crosby, 
all of them Lancashire men except Sir Rowland Stanley, 
who was a baronet of the adjoining county of Chester. 

The depositions of the five seamen, and of John Cawson 
the owner of the pink, made on the 18th June 1 689, five 
days after the vessel arrived in the Lune, which have been 
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given in a previous note, show the first stage in the plot 
depending on disinterested testimony, A similar course has 
iaeen taken with the informations of Kelly and Dodsworth, 
from which the reader may see what connexion they estab- 
lish between the eight prisoners tried at Manchester and the 
alleged Lancashire plot. 

The original depositions which the witnesses Lunt, Wom- 
ball, and George Wilson made before Sir John Trenchard in 
June 1694, and which are given by Mr. Kingston, will be 
printed verbatim in parallel columns with their depositions 
as they appear in the following manuscript, and the reader 
will thus have an opportunity not only of comparing both 
with their evidence given on the trials at Manchester, but of 
observing the variances to be found in them, and from thence 
of forming his own judgment on the weight to be attached 
to such testimony. 

The deposition of John Wilson, who was not called as a 
witness at Manchester, though lie was examined shortly 
before the trial, will be printed at length immediately after 
the evidence which the three principal witnesses gave at 
Manchester, and will show what confirmation his evidence 
gives to theirs. 

Except the witnesses above mentioned and a few others 
examined on the trials at Manchester, and whose evidence 
appears in the following report of the trials, no other evi- 
dence in support of the Lancashire plot was produced until 
after the trials at Manchester. This supplemental evidence 
will be hereafter adverted to, and in the mean time we will 
address ourselves to the case as Mr. Kingston has stated it, 
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before proceeding to take a more general view of the charge 
against the prisoners tried at Manchester. 

Does it not seem singular at the very outset that Mr. 
Lunt, coming to England fraught with such a purpose, and 
bringing papers of such dangerous import, the possession of 
which involved no loss than a capital oflFence, should for a 
moment have forgotten the very object of his voyage, and 
should have pushed off from the ship forgetting a portion of 
the treasonable papers with which he was chained, and the 
distribution of which was the only end of his coming. It 
might have been supposed that but one thought would be 
uppermost in his mind from the moment tlie scene of his 
operations was in view, and that seeing how his safety was 
involved in it, he would have clutched his papers with more 
than a miser's grasp. That the papers were left, however, 
and that he desired the mariners who rowed him ashore to 
bring them forthwith to him at Cockerham, where he was 
going to breakfast, is a statement on which all parties are 
agreed. 

But the leaving of the papers is hardly less strange than 
that which next occurred. The sailors had not got back to 
the ship before the custom-house officers had come on 
board, found the papers, and discovered their dangerous 
character. They made instant pursuit after the culprits. 
How is it that this hot pursuit did not lead to their appre- 
hension ? We have no reason to suppose that they did not 
breakfast at the neighbouring village of Cockerham, or that 
they did not rest at Mr. Tildesley's of the Lodge, only a few 
miles further. They were on foot and alone, and had their 
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baggage to carry, while their pursuers were many, had 
horses and means of pursuit and the hue and cry at their 
command ! 

How happened it that when both the papers and the pup. 
suit were transferred to the police, the latter had no better 
success ? It would be a strong presumption to suppose that 
so many officials of different kinds were all lukewarm in the 
service and protection of the government which paid them. 
Did they think the papers trifling, or their contents of no 
serious importance ? If they did, they were shortly unde- 
ceived, for in five days after Mr. Lunt's landing the mariners 
made their depositions before Lord Gerard of Brandon, the 
lord lieutenant of the county, who issued a warrant for the 
apprehension of the fugitives. Yet even this warrant, 
coming from so high an authority and on so grave a chaise, 
and commanding on both accounts more than ordinary atten- 
tion, seems to have secured from the officers no greater 
diligence in its execution. How else could Mr. Lunt have 
escaped being taken under it for more than two months after 
his landing at Cockerham ? And when he was taken, it was 
by no diligence of the officers, for he was imprisoned at the 
time in Coventry gaol on another charge, and there acciden- 
tally recognised by Charles Cawson, who had brought him 
over. 

How otherwise did it happen that Mr. ThreUall, whom 
Dodsworth and some other of the witnesses mention to have 
been frequently in the neighbourhood, was never appre- 
hended under the warrant till about the 20th August in the 
{bUowiog year, more than twelve months ailer the landing, 
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when he was killed near his own house by a corporal of the 
militia in consequence of attempting resistance ? These 
circumstances are sufficiently strange to require some expla- 
nation, but none is offered to us either by Mr. Kingston or 
Dr. Abbadie, or by any of the writers who have followed 
them. 

It is observable that none of the five seamen whose depo- 
sitions we have was ever confrouted with Mr. Lunt, or ever 
identified him as the person who came from Ireland in Mr. 
Threlfall's company. Jolm Preston, the only one of them 
who describes him, says Mr. Threlfall's companion was a 
young short man, wore his own hair, and went by the name 
of Lunt. The deposition made by Charles Cawson is not 
given either in Mr. Kingston's account or elsewhere. Mr. 
Kingston had doubtless access to it, and as he affects to print 
all the evidence and has withheld this, there was evidently 
some reason for its being withheld. The non-identification 
of Mr. Lunt and the suppression of Charles Cawsou's depo- 
sition are both remarkable. 

After the rencontre of Charles Cawson and Mr. Lunt in 
Coventry gaol, an incident which has more the air of a 
romance or of a purposed contrivance than of an accidental 
occurrence, Mr. Lunt was conveyed to London, and in No- 
vember 1GS9 was committed to Newgate for treasonable 
practices. This is the statement of Mr. Kingston; but if 
the committal took place on the evidence of Charles Cawson 
as he states it, the charge against him would surely be no 
less than high treason itself. He remained iii Newgate 
twenty weeks, and was then discharged upon bail to appear 
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at Lancaster assizes. It appears strange that a prisoner 
committed on so serious a charge should have been allowed 
to go at large.(') For such a prisoner one would have 
thought with Sir Edward Coke that the only bail would be 
the four walls of his prison. It would be curious if we 
could ascertain the names of his bail, and still more curious 
if it should prove, as it proved when lie was bailed on a 
later occasion, that they were engaged in that service by the 
government. 

During his temporary enlargement, Mr. Lunt was as busy 
as ever, according to Mr. Kingston, in carrying forward the 
designs of the conspirators, by listing soldiers, conveying 
messages, and keeping the hopes of the party alive. Does 
this seem consistent conduct in a man lying under so grave a 
charge, or is it probable that the Lancashire gentlemen, 
even if he were willing, should have employed an agent in 
their dangerous business who was all the while under the 
watchful eye of the government, and whose activity would 
almost certainly bring down a heavy charge against them- 
selves ? 

Mr. Lunt continued at large about three months, and in 
August 1690 he appeared at Lancaster assizes pursuant to 
his recognizance, and was then committed to take his trial 
for high treason. He remained a close prisoner in Lancas- 
ter Castle, until about April 1691, "not only," says Mr. 
Kingston, "maintained by the Lancashire gentlemen, but 

(') Crosby WB8 bailed after having been committed on a similar charge, 
but the proceeding is charactcriBed u a most iinusunl ooe. — Sloie Triait, 
1. p. 1291, last edition. 
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caressed and applauded by them as their principal favourite." 
Before this time both Kelly and Dodsworth had given 
information of the Lancashire plot, the former in February 
1689-90, and the latter in May 1090. Does it seem at all 
probable that, knowing these facts, if they were really impli- 
cated in the charge depending against the prisoner, the Lan- 
cashire gentlemen should have given open testimony to their 
own guilt by maintaining or countenancing Mr. Lunt in 
prison ? Mr. Simon Arrowsmitb's evidence that the prisoner 
Mr. Lunt was poor and shabby while he was io Lancaster 
Castle, is at direct variance with this statement of Mr. 
Kingston. 

With respect to the deposition of Kelly there are a few 
circumstances worthy of remark. Who the deponent was, 
except that he came, as he tells us, to England with the 
Irish army in 1G88, and that he was probably an Irishman, 
we are wholly ignorant. His deposition, apparently without 
any good reason, was made before the mayor of Evesham 
and four of his brother magistrates, persons unknown to the 
deponent, and at a great distance from Lancashire, the scene 
where the plot was laid. No year is mentioned as the date 
of his deposition, but it was no doubt made on the 23rd and 
27th February 1689-90, a few months after Mr. Lunt's 
arrival in Lancashire ; but he uses language so conveniently 
wide that we are left in doubt, most probably by design, 
whether the visit he describes himself to have made to Lord 
Molyneux was at Christmas 1 688 or at Christmas 1 689. If it 
was at the former period, Mr. Luut had not then arrived, and 
if it was at the latter, his being then entertained is even more 



INTRODUCTTON. 



d 



unlikely, for Mr. Lunt was at that time in prison, having been 
apprehended in company with Lord Molinoux's steward only 
a few months before. He very conveniently fixes no date 
for the time when he saw the commissions at Mr, Tildesley's 
of the Lodge. Omitting tlie surprise one feels to find an 
unknown stranger of no rank or consequence, and, so far as 
one sees, without any introduction but his uniform, admitted 
to the confidence of lords and gentlemen, and entrusted by 
them with secrets that involved their lives, it is a circum- 
stance that excites suspicion that he speaks of Simonswood, 
meaning the township of that name, as if it were an actual 
wood, and mentions it as the place where the conspirators 
had concealed their arma Mr. Tatlock, to whom he as- 
cribes the keeping of sixty soldiers, must have been a more 
considerable person than he appears to have been, to bear 
so great a charge. Moreover, he miscalls Mr. Molyneux's 
house, with which he aft'ects to be familiar, calling it Mor- 
brow, and defines with needless particularity Mr. Tildesley's 
of the Lodge to be near the town of Preston. These and 
other circumstances which he mentions make us view his 
evidence with suspicion; and his geographical mistakes 
would almost lead to the belief that he knew Lancashire 
only by report. He alone of ail the witnesses introduces 
the name of Sir James Poole of Poole Hall, within six miles 
of Westchester, as having a commission to be colonel of a 
regiment of foot ; while, if we except Lord Molyneux, he 
does not mention a single prisoner of those tried at Man- 
chester, nor, except Mr. Tildesley, the name of any one 
conspirator who is mentioned by the other witnesses. But 

/ 
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the strangest circumstancfi of all is that, having made his 
deposition before the magistrates, he disappears from the 
scene, and is never seen or heard of more. He appears like 
a Will-of-the-wisp, flitting here and there in the gloom of 
the Lancashire plot, and bewildering and misleading such as 
trusted to his false light. Mr. Kingston more than hints that 
Kelly encountered some foul play, but neitlier he nor any 
other writer offers any proof of it, and we suspect that it 
was nothing more than a convenient surmise. Had there 
been any such proof, the government, who had so deep an 
interest in establishing lus evidence, and to whom the fact of 
his unfair removal by Jacobite hands would have been a 
great help, were not Hkely to withhold it. 

The truth of Kelly's evidence might have been easily 
tested by making search in the cellar under the tower at the 
entry of Mr. Blundcll's house at Ince ; but either no search 
was made, or it failed, for no mention is made of it in the 
case, where so favourable a circumstance would not have 
been omitted had the result been of any value to the govem- 
meot. 

According to Mr. Kingston, Kelly's information caused 
many of the Lancashire Roman Catholics to be imprisoned, 
while others, aware that Mr. Dodsworth had also discovered 
the conspiracy, and that there were now two witnesses to 
prove their treason, absconded from their homes; in proof of 
which he cites the letter of the justices at Middleton. But 
Kelly's information was given 23rd and 27th February 
1689-90, and Dodsworth's not until May 1690, whilst the 
magistrates" letter bears date 5th April 1690, and contiuns 
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no allusion either direct or indirect to Mr. Dodsworth or 
his evidence. It is true that Mr. Kingston asserts in his 
text (p. 27) that Mr. Dodsworth had discovered the plot to 
Mr. Roger Kirby in December 1689, and to the Earl of 
Macclesfield on 27th March 1 690, If so, he discovered the 
plot before, and not after, Kelly ; but we have no proof of 
either of these dates. 

Robert Dodsworth is the next witness to the plot in order 
of time. In his deposition he assigns no reason why he 
entered into the plot, nor why, having entered upon it, he 
betrayed It. But the circumstances which he relates abun- 
dantly show that he did both in the hope and with the 
view of reward, and that the best bidder was likely to secure 
his services. He describes his having interviews on the sub- 
ject of the plot with Mr. Christopher Carus whilst the latter 
was a prisoner at Manchester on suspicion of disaftection to 
the government; but it seems scarce likely, even if Mr. 
Carus had been willing to hold such interviews at such a 
time and under such circumstances, that his keepers should 
have either not known it or have allowed it. 

According to the ease, Dodsworth had revealed the con- 
spiracy to his kinsman Roger Kirby at Christmas 1689. 
while a good part of his deposition is taken up with what 
must have happened after that time ; and in particular he 
describes a great feasting of the party at Standish Hall, 
where he was one of the guests, as occurring soon after 
Christmas 1689. If at this time he had actually betrayed 
bis friends, as we must infer from Mr. Kingston's statement, 
the utter baseness of his conduct destroys the value of his 
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testimony. But be the value or the worthlessness of his 
testimony what it may, it should be observed tliat his depo- 
sition does not compromise any one of the eight gentlemen 
who were tried at Manciiester. 

Amongst the other circumstances of suspicion to which 
Mr. Kingston (p. 24) makes Charles Cawson depose against 
Mr. Limt, when the latter was confined in Coventry gaol in 
August 1689, is the death of Mr. Threlfall. Of this event 
we have the following account from Mr. Kingston and Dr. 
Abbadie : 

" Threlfall and Lunt having escaped the officers of the 
customs, hastened to Mr. Tildesley's of the Lodge, and there 
divided their paequets. The commissions directed to gentle- 
men in Yorkshire, the bishopric of Durham, &c., were taken 
care of by Mr. Threlfall, who having a guide proi'ided for 
him, began his journey thither as soon as he had refreshed 
himself. The rest of the coramissions appointed ibr Lanca- 
shire, Cheshire, Staffordshire, &c., were committed to the 
care of Mr. Lunt. Threlfall, pursuant to the late King's 
orders, having delivered his share of the commissions and 
what else he had in chaise to the more northern gentlemen, 
privately returned to his own house at Goosner in Lanca- 
alure, and having notice there that his treasonable practices 
were discovered by Mr. Kelly and Mr. Dodsworth and the 
commissions left in the ship, took all imaginable care to 
secure himself there till he could find an opportunity to 
return to the kite king in L^land. But this design encoun- 
tered a severe disappointment, and he met with the reward of 
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his treachery. For it having been whispered among the 
party that he was returned, it quickly took air, and a war- 
rant (as I said before) being out against him from the lord 
lieutenant, ho was sought after by a party of the militia, and 
found by a corporal in a hollow place made for that purpose 
in a stack of turves. As soon as he was discovered, the 
corporal attempting to seize him, Threlfall violently snatched 
the musket out of the corporal's hand and knocked him 
down with it, but the corporal recovering himself and find- 
ing his own life and the prisoner's escape in such apparent 
danger, he drew his sword and ran Mr. Threlfall through 
the body, of which wound he died immediately." 

Dr. Abbadie's accoimt of the same matter is, that " Mr. 
Threlfall had already finished his negotiation in Yorkshire, 
and was returning through Cheshire to Ireland, when ho 
was pursued upon suspicion, and killed as he was endeavour- 
ing to defend himself." 

Both accounts agree in the fact of his having been killed in 
consequence of his making resistance ; but not to mention 
the confusion of geography in Dr. Abbadie's account, which 
makes his death happen in Chesliire instead of at Goosnargh, 
a place nearly fifty miles distant, no reader of either account 
would suppose that Mr. Threlfall, who had been often seen 
in the neighbourhood of his own house in the interval, 
where any ordinary diligence might have taken him, survived 
the issuing of the warrant against him more than twelve 
months, and was not killed until about the 20th August 
1690, as appears by the sulijoined register of his burial at 
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Goosnargh.(') Without seeing into futurity, therefore, 
Charles Cawson could not have deposed to the fact of his 
death in August 1689 ; and the inference hence arises that 
Mr. Kingston so misstated tlie fact for no other reason but 
to strengthen a case which he felt to be weak. 

At the assizes at Lancaster in April 1G91 Mr. Lunt was 
tried and acquitted. We arc told by Mr. Kingston that he 
escaped, Rrst, because the custom-house officers ha\ing omit- 
ted to mark the commissions, declarations, and other papers 
found in the pink, before delivering them out of their 
custody, and being consequently now unable to identify them, 
the government, unwilling to prosecute where the proof was 
at all doubtful, would not produce the officers at the trial ; 
and secondly, because Charles Cawson the master of the 
pink having fallen sick, a little before the assizes, of the dis- 
ease which carried him to his long home, and the mariners 
being all at sea, there remained only Mr. Dodsworth as a 
witness, and one witness is not sufficient in a case of treason. 
Dr. Abbadie's statement is to the same effect, except that 
with respect to Charles Cawson he merely says that he either 
was or pretended to be sick at the time of the trial, and he 
says notliing of his subsequent deatli. 

But does it seem probable, either that the custom-house 
people, when they delivered up the treasonable papers, not in 



(1) " Augnst 1690. Bar. was Edmund Tlirelfall of Goosnargh 
the 2fllh Hay." 
I hereby certify tliat tliis ia a true estmct from t!ie book of registers kept 
fit Goosnargh Church. 

RoDEBT Studholhk, 
91A Oct., 1852. Minialtr of QootHafffi. 
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a time of security but of danger, should either have omit- 
ted so plain a part of their duty as to mark them, or that 
the authorities to whom they were given up should have 
suffered it ? 

If the sickness of Charles Cawson were real, it seems 
strange that it should have come on at such an inconvenient 
time, or that the government, if they really wanted his testi- 
mony, should not have had the trial put off' in order to pro- 
duce him.(') That the government did not take this course, 
strengthens the suspicion before alluded to, that there must 
have been some reason for withholding his deposition. But 
every one of the five seamen and the boy knew almost 
as much of the matter as Charles Cawson, and none of them 
was produced. Now as the assizes did not at all events 
come upon the government by surprise, for the time was of 
their own fixing, it was surely in their power, had they 
wished it, to secure the presence of some or all of the sea- 
men. They were not persons sailing on distant voyages ; or 
if they were, they might either have been stayed for the trial, 
or the trial might have been stayed to await their return. 

From other sources we learn that not only was Mr. Dods- 
worth produced on the trial, but that Mr. Redman was also 

Q) "Zounds! how has he the leisure to be sick 
In sach a justling time ? ' 
thej might have ex cl aimed ; but tbey would not need to odd with Hot- 
spur, 

"Sick now! droop now! this sickness doth infect 
The very life blood of our enterprise," 
for the court, upon a proper application, would have put ofT tlic trial. 
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examiDcd;(') and if so, there were two witnesses produced; 
and even in high treason it is not required that there should 
be two witnesses to speak to the same overt act. 

Mr. Dodsworth, it should be observed, throughout the 
whole of his deposition never once mentions Mr. Luut, or 
implicates either him or any one of the gentlemen tried at 
Manchester in the Lancashire plot. 

Had the government believed the plot, or been really in 
earnest, they might have found evidence to support the 
chaise; and the case would not have been so loosely ma- 
naged unless they had purposely desigued to let Mr. Lunt 
escape to serve their purposes elsewhere, or at some other 
time. Possibly they had already discovered that he might 
be useful as a spy, and they designed by his means to pene- 
trate the secrets of the disaffected. He was to be a tame 
pigeon kept to fly when other flocks were on the wing, in 
order to allure them into the traps set for them by its owner. 

But we are told that shortly after the trial Mr. Dods- 
worth was murdered by two brothers named Deane, pro- 
fessed Jacobites, on account of the evidence which he had 
given on tho trial. This murder probably took place, if at 
all, in 1692,(^) at a long interval after the trial, and it does 

(^) Dr. Abbadie (p. 75) mentiona this person bb having been murdered 
in two days after he had given his depoBitioo, bnt Mr. Boines (^Hut. Lan- 
eaihire, vol. ii. p. 62,) saj's that lie was murdered two days after the trial. 

(2) Mr. Oldmison {HiH. of England, vol. iii. p. 71 J and Mr. Kingston 
(p. 145) mention the murder. Mr. Baincs (vol. ii. p. 64) also mentions it, 
and also tbo murder of Mr. Redmcin. Bnt none of the three mentions the 
esoct date of Mr. Dodsworth's murder; but I collect from otlier sourees that 
it must have been about 16S2. 
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not seem clear what relation there was between the murder 
and the trial at Lancaster. 

Wlio were these brothers Deane? were they tried for 
the murder ? and what was the result ? are questions to 
which I have been unable to find answers. If the object 
was to stifle evidence, it would have been more to the pur^ 
pose, and would have had less of the character of wanton 
and gratuitous wickedness, to have made away with Mr. 
Dodsworth before and not after the trial. He liad then told 
all he know, and it had proved harmless. He mifjht there- 
fore have been dismissed to live on in well merited infamy 
and contempt. 

All accounts agree that Mr. Dodsworth, before his death, 
was in correspondence with Mr. Lunt to uiduce him also to 
confess, and that the latter had fallen in with the suggestion, 
and that this was the more immediate occasion of the mur- 
der of Mr. Dodsworth. The latter, it will be remembered, 
had received a considerable reward for his discovery, and he 
probably hoped still further to better his position by getting 
Mr. Lunt to join him, as it is sometimes found that slow 
hounds will hunt best in couples. But if this overture to Mr. 
Lunt, and that he had listened to it, were known to the Lai> 
cashire gentlemen, as Mr, Kingston (p. 145) says it was, how 
improbable does it seem that they should afterwards have 
continued their confidence in Mr. Lunt, and have employed 
bim, as Mr. Kingston asserts, with more boldnes.s than ever 
in carrying on their treasonable designs. If he was carrying 
on the pretended plot on his own account with the view of 
ultimately selling his services to the governinent, or if he 
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were a spy m their pay, we can easily conceive that his 
recent escape would embolden him in his course, for it 
stamped upon him the character of a martyr while he had 
escaped its danger; but, if he had really been the agent of 
the Lancashire gentlemen, it is scarcely credible either that 
they should continue to employ him after the trial or that 
he should have been willing to be so employed. 

The deposition of Mr. Edward Robinson, which comes 
next in order, is nowhere set out at length, and all that we 
know of it is from the abstract printed by Mr. Kingston. 
It may be sufficient to observe upon it, that Mr. Fazakerley, 
the conspirator whom he principally implicates, is never 
mentioned by Mr. Lunt; and that, except Mr. HarringtoQ(') 
of Aigburth a secondary personage in the plot, and a hear- 
say allusion to Lord Molyneux, he does not mention any one 
of the prisoners tried at Manchester, or any of the Lancashire 
conspirators who are named either by Mr. Lunt or by any 
other of the witnesses. 

In Mr. Kingston's case it is stated that no sooner was Mr. 
Lunt discharged at Lancaster than he was again busy, at the 
instance and expense of his Lancashire friends, in buying arms 
and enlisting soldiers; and that in November 16D1 be wob 



(') In the iforri* Papers (p. 24) there is a letter dated 12th April 1701, 
in wliicli it is said, Mr. Hamngloii and Mr. Blundell have shown thcmselTes 
very ill men to IiIb majealy'a government, and that had this been discovered 
within the time limited hj law for puniehing offences of this nature, they 
Blight have been severelj proceeded against ; hut one of the offences being 
committed six years since and the latter above two years ago, the law can- 
not take hold of them. Probably the offence of six years was the charge 
made by Robinson, and the writer did not know of it sooner. 
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ag;am sent to France to concert raoasures with King Jaiues 
and bring back intelligence to the conspirators, and that ho 
returned in the following month bringing back the iiocossary 
information. If the government really believed the exist- 
ence of the Lancashire plot, is it probable that they would 
hare been so supine as to suffer this enlisting of soldiers and 
collecting of arms, or that they could be ignorant of Mr. 
Lunt's disaffected movements ; or, if they knew them, that 
they should not have stoi)ped thorn by apiiroheiuliiig him 
either as he went or returned from France, unless he was 
acting under their connivance ? 

We are next introduced to Col. Parker and Johnson the 
priest,(') two of the party who are said to have contrived 
in France the intended murder of King William. Both 
these persons are frequently mentioned by the witnosseaO 
in the State Trials. 'Die former appears to have been origi- 
nally an officer in King James's service in Ireland, and rose 
to be colonel of his guards. Johnson's real name was Har- 
rison, and he is called by some of the witnesses a monk, 
by others father Johnson, and by others Johnson the priest. 
He is said to have been always a great manager in King 
James's affairs, and Dr. Abbadie (p. 78) tells us that ho was 
an active and zealous agent of the party, and was so far 
from being troubled with the scruples and checks of a ten- 
der conscience that he never looked upon anything as 
difficult or criminal that might serve to promote the interest 
of the faction. 



(1) By Borne Biiatalto, Ralph {IJitt. of Enylaiid, vol, ii. y. 5US) subltl- 
tiites tbe name of Mr. Walmsley in the pikcc of JoliDvoii . 
(>) Berlram, De la Rue, Brico Blair, Harris, Kwlicr, 
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Parker and Johnson arrived in England in January 
1691-2, shortly after Mr. Lunt's visit to Franco, and partly, 
as we are told, in consequence of it. The murder of the 
king, a desig;a to which Mr. Lunt tells us he was privy, was 
their favourite project, and they communicated it to all such 
persons as they could trust, but througliout the whole con- 
spiracy not a single Lancashire name,(^) Col. Parker's ex- 



(') In George Hanie'sinfonnation, sworn 28th Marcli 1696, (SVofe Trials, 
vol. xii. p. 1325, edit. 1812,) it is sCnted that Mr. Blackbarae, a Lancashire 

gentleman, came from tlience to St. James's in the spring of 1C95, and had 
tenpence a day allowed !iim ; and on the trial of Rookwood (Sta/e TriaU, 
Tol, siii. p. \^9) the same witness swore that Mr. Blackburne, whose 
christian name was Bobcrt, was one of the live persons (Rookwood, Hare, 
Hasdford, and the witness himself were the others) who were to attack 
the King about the end of February 1696. The cose of Mr, Blackburne 
is almost without parallel for its hardship and injustice. In a petition 
dated July 5th 1727, in which he joins with John Bernordi and Robert 
Cassels, {Slate Triah, vol. siii. p. 775,) he sets forth that he and Im 
co-petitioners were committed to Newgale in April 1696, charged, but 
without oath or any mention of oti oath ui the warrant, with couapiring 
to assassinate King William ; that no proof appearing against tbcni, se- 
veral acts of parliament had been passed to keep them in prison; that the 
last of these acts, which left them to liis late majesty's pleasure, expired 
on his majesty's demise; that originally six persons were charged with 
the above crime, James Counter, Robert Meldrum, James Chambers, and 
the three petitioners ; that Counter was set at liberty by Queen Anne, 
and Meldrum and Cbambere had died in prison; that the throe petitioners 
who alone survived solemnly denied the crime charged against them ; that 
a bill was then before parliament, which proposed to continue their confine- 
ment; and that though they were reduced to great misery by a confinement 
of thirty-one years and upivords in a loathsome gaol, the govemnicnt hud 
never made them the smallest pecuniary allowance for their maintenance; 
and they prayed therefore that the proposed bill might not pass. 

Bemardi, one of the petitioners, remained in Newgate until his death. 
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eepted, if indeed he was from Lancashire, is ever mentioned 
in connexion with the assassination plot. 

Very shortly after his arrival Col, Parker repaired into 
Lancashire, and took up his quarters at Dunkenhalgh, the 
seat of Mr. Walmsley, one of the prisoners tried at Man- 
chester, but who was not in England at this time nor for 
several years afterwards. One of Col. Parker's first steps on 
his arrival was to distribute among the officers the arms 
which up to this time had been concealed in woods and 
grounds, and buried between walls and in collars and out- 
houses, of all places the most unlikely for keeping articles so 
liable to be injured by rust and damp. 

Before tliis time the vigilance of the Lancashire magis- 
trates had been excited, and Col. Parker's presence in the 
county was either not as notorious as we should suppose 
from the account of his proceedings, or it must have been 
winked at by the authorities. (') Is it possible that during 



which linppened in April 1736, at tho ago of dghty-two, when he had been 
forty yenra a prisoner without ever being brought U) trial. What become of 
Robert Blaclcbunic and Robert Cassels we do not know, but tbeir fate m 
probably similar. 

Mony other particularB of this extraordinary case are given in the State 
Trials, but enough has been stated to excite our especial wonder, and to 
make ue doubt whether we arc reading a relation of what actually occurred 
in England so lately as the eighteenth century ! 

But whatever Mr. Robert Blackburnc's guilt o 
ne^er introduced until a period subsequent to the so called Lancashire plot. 

(1) The act of 3 William and Mory c. 13 (1601) against corresponding 
with their majesties' enemies;, enacts that any subject of tbeir majesties 
itarlly going or repairing or embarking in any vessel with intent to go 
to France or any dominions of the French king, shall be guilty of high 
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his Stay at Dunkenhaigh Col. Parker personated Mr. Walras- 
ley and assumed his name, and that in this manner the 
witness Oliver Pearson(') was deceived into the belief that 
he had seen Mr. Walmsley at Dunkenhaigh, when in truth 
he had only seen Col. Parker his double ? 

In the year 1693 a new plot to murder the king and 
invade the kingdom was resolved on, and a knight named 
Sympson, Major Crosby, Captain Lloyd, and Mr. Walter 
Crosby, we are told, were the persons first engaged in it. 
Two of the conspirators, having passed and repassed several 
times between France and England and settled the plan for 
the invasion, returned in the August of the same year to 
France. About Michaelmas following. Major Crosby re- 
turned to England, and after staying a short time in London, 
went down into Lancashire, and then returned to France, 
What was the immediate object of this visit into Lancashire, 
to whom it was made, how he employed himself, whether he 
saw any and which of the Lancashire gentlemen, and if so, 
what was the result, are all questions on which we require 
to be informed ? The object, as we are led to infer, was to 
set matters in order before the expected arrival of Mr. Wal- 
ter Crosby. The latter arrived in England from France in 
November 1693, and was met by Col. Parker out of Lanca- 
shire, when numerous meetings of the party took place with 




treoBon; and another section eoactB that any such subject who shall return 
from France, &e. without leave should bo committed to prison for a peiiod 
not exceeding twelve months. There would have been no ditlicuky in 
reacliing Go], Parker under 

C) See his deposition, p. 73, po»t. 
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a view of satisfying the French court that the conquest of 
England was both practicable and easy ; but again, happily, 
□0 Lancashire name is mentioned amongst those who thus 
assembled for treason. 

In the mean time Lord Molford, whose " star had long 
been westering," conceived the hope of recovering his waning 
influence by means of a new attempt to take off King Wil- 
liam by the hand of an assassin ; and very conveniently for 
his purpose there arrived in France at this juncture Mr. 
Lunt, an envoy charged by the Lancashire gentlemen to 
convey to King James their loyal duty, and to bring back to 
them his majesty's commands. On the 3rd July 1G93 he 
was admitted to an audience with the king in the presence 
of Lord Melford, and the latter thought he saw at a glance 
an instrument exactly fitted for his purpose. Accordii^ly 
he sent Mr. Lunt to Captain Griffin, telling him at the same 
time that the latter had an affair to engage him in. Captain 
Griffin sent him to Mr. Brorafield, who with some regrets 
over past failures told him it was now intended to cut ofi' the 
Prince of Orange by what way soever they could, and he 
invited Mr. Lunt to make one in the attempt, and promised 
him £500 a year as his reward. 

Without any real or apparent compmiction Mr. Lunt at 
once assented to this startling proposal; yet we find hira 
lingering in France nearly six months after he received it. 
Why did he thus tarry so long in France ? 

Between the acting of a dreadful thing 
And the first motion, all the interim la 
Like a phantasma or a hideous dream. 
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A bolder man than Mr. Lunt, embarked in so dreadful a 
design, would either have hastened to execute it, or been 
frightened out of his purpose before so long a lapse of time. 

In December Mr. Lunt left France for England, and at 
his departure he was assured by Lord Melford(') that, if the 
assassination plot succeeded, King James would very shortly 
be in England ; and he delivered him a signet to show to his 
fellow conspirators in England as an introduction to their 
society and a voucher that he might be trusted ! 

Why was not this signet produced at Manchester, where 
it would have been of some use as corroborating by at least 
the show of evidence Mr. Lunt's testimony, which stood in 
much need of such support. But it was neither produced 
nor was any account given to explain wliy it was not pro- 
duced. 

Mr. Lunt arrived In England in December 1693, and met 
four of his fellow conspirators at Dover. Dr. Abbadie {p. 
69) makes the number five, and it is probable that Mr. 
Lunt himself made the number different at different times. 
Mr. Lunt gives us the names of his four accomplices, but 
none of them appears to have had any the least connexion 
with Lancashire. None of them occurs before as engaged in 
any treasonable plot, no Lancashire person is ever men- 
tioned to have been engaged with them, and none of the 



(1) This nobleman (a brother of tho Ear] of Perth) and biB coUeagne, 
Lord MiddletoD, were proceeded against and outlawed in Scotkod, whilst 
they were both absent from the eouutrj', in 1G95. Shortly after the death 
of James II, the latter was created Earl of Monmouth by the Pretender. 
(OldmixoD, vol. iii. pp. 121, 21S, 245.) 
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prisoners tried at Manchester was implicated either by name 
or inference in the charge. Mr. Lunt says two of the four 
persons whom he met at Dover acknowledged their connex- 
ion with the plot. But how the murder was to be accom- 
plished, what concert there was amongst the conspirators, 
(much there could not be when only two of the four would 
acknowledge that they knew anything of it,) where and 
when the deed was to be done, who was their leader, and 
almost every other particular of the design, are points on 
which we are left in such darkness as may well breed doubt 
and distrust of the whole story. 

Up to this time Mr. Lunt does not even pretend that he 
bad any misgivings as to the serious course in which he was 
engaged. But, says Mr, Kingston, (p. GO,) as he travelled 
from Dover to London he eommuuicated, although not in 
plain terms, the design he was engaged in to several lloman 
Catholic priests that he knew. The ditterent opinions they 
expressed upon it, some being in favour of it and othera 
dissuading him from it as a damnable sin. made him, he 
says, determine to have nothing more to do with it. On 
the trial, as it will shortly appear, he gave a different ac- 
count both of the origin of his compunctions and the place 
of their birth. It may be sufficient to express our surprise 
here that he should have received such different opinions 
from the priests, when he did not exactly inform them what 
the design was ; or that his compunctions should have been 
awakened now, after having given him no trouble or alarm 
in the previous assassination plots to which he admits he 
had been privy. 

h 
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Hitherto, Mr. Lunt tells us, he had onl}' resolved uot to 
make one in the band of assassins, but atter some months 
wavering in his mind he was persuaded, he says, hy his good 
friend Mr. Taffe(') that it was his duty to discover it to the 
government. But Bishop Bumet, liiniself a believer in the 
plot, says that instead of being struck with horror and 
remorse Mr. Lunt was only bold and poor, and turned 
informer for the sake of the reward; and Mr. Ilalph(^) says 
it was not Mr. Lunt, but the Dover conspirators, who were 
struck with horror and remorse, and discovered the plot to 
the Council. On the trials at Manchester, when Mr. TafFe 
had deserted his colours and was no longer either Mr. Lunt's 
famiUar or his friend, it was not Mr. Tatfe but a Carthusian 
friar in France who had disturbed Mr. Lunt's conscience 
and recalled him to a sense of his duty. 

In the meantime hapi>ened the apprehension of Mr. Crosby 
and Col. Parker, of whom the former was apprehended and 
sent to Newgate on the 9th May 1 094, and the latter to the 
Tower on the 20th of the same month, both charged with 
high treason. Mr. Lunt at this time had doubtless heard 
of Col. Parker's assassination plot, for we learn from Dr. 
Abbadie (p. 85) that the latter had rated some of his confe- 
derates for talking of this matter of which they had heard 
from Crosby, and he immediately saw that, when the public 
mind was excited by vague and alarming rumours and the 
apprehension of important criminals, it was the very time 
when he might become the inventor and informer of a plot 
with every prospect of not only gaining a ready credence 
{') Kingston, p. 297- (*) BUt. of England, vol. ii. p. 520. 
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but of turniug his ingenuity to profit, in short, that the 
time was come when he might strike for a large reward. 
Accordingly on the 24th June 1694 he appeared before Sir 
John Trenchard, one of the secretaries of state, and made 
the deposition which in its direct conseciuences led to the 
trials of the eight gentlemen at Manchester. 

Mr. Lunt had doubtless some general knowledge of the 
nature of the charge against Col. Parker and Mr. Crosb^', 
hut he probably at this time did not know the exact con- 
tents of the papers found in the lodgings of the latter, con- 
taining the scheme of King James's descent upon England 
and an account of the persons to be relied on for help in 
different parts of the kingdom. Had he known them he 
might have made his chaise cohere better together, and his 
ignorance in this respect was a fortunate circumstance for 
the Lancashire gentlemen. In the latter of the two papers 
are enumerated the names of such of King James's friends as 
might be relied on for help in different parts of the king- 
dom, and it is very remarkable that in that list, where 
Cheshire is expressly mentioned, the name of Sir Rowland 
Stanley, one of the prisoners tried at Manchester, is neither 
mentioned nor alluded to, and that not only is no Lancashire 
list given, but tlie county is never mentioned by name, and 
the only passage where allusion to it may be thought to be 
made is the place in which it is stated that four thousand 
men are listed in the north and ready to march upon occa- 
sion, which seems rather to point to the remote north ; for 
while it proceeds to mention that the moment the king 
lands Carlisle and Lancaster will 1x? put into bis hands, and 
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that an attack will be made on Chester and Berwick, it 
makes no allusion to Liverpool as a place to be either seized 
or attempted. 

Mr. Lunt knew that Col. Parker had been in Lancashire, 
and knowing also the bias of the Lancashire gentlemen he 
naturally imagined that they would many of them be impli- 
cated by name in the charge against Col. Parker. 

On the 12th August 1694 Col. Parker escaped from the 
Tower. The government offered a large reward for his 
recapture, but he escaped to France and was never after- 
wards retaken, which, if what Mr. Fergusoh(^) tells us be 
true, the ministry had no reason to regret. He says that, 
after the prisoner had been committed to the Tower, Sir 
John Trenchard told Lord Lucas the governor that although 
he had not witnesses against him he meant to keep him 
until he should find some; and that this fact having somehow 
transpired the prisoner forthwith set about devising the 
means of escape, which he ultimately accomplished by the 
assistance of his friend Mr. Johnson, who did not desert 
him in this emergency.(^) His companion Mr. Crosby, after 
remaining some months longer in prison, was brought to 
trial and acquitted in the spring of the following year.(') 

(}) See his letter to Sir John Trenchard. 

(*) The christian name of Col. Parker is nowhere mentioned by Mr. 
Kingston or Dr. Abbadie ; but in Mr. Bayley's History of the Tower he is 
called Col. John Parker, and said to have been committed on 22nd May 
1694. I have been unable to identify him with any Lancashire family of 
his name. 

(^) The prisoner's christian name was Walter, but it is omitted in the 
short report printed in the State Triah^ vol. xii. p. 1291, edit. 1812. Old- 
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Such are the remarks, perhaps already too far extended, 
which suggest themselves oa the case made out by the court 
wTiters, Mr. Kingston and Dr. Abbadie, If the meshes 
of the net which these writers have thrown over the Lanca- 
shire gentlemen are not strong, the fault lies in the staple 
of their materials — their inclination was stronger than 
their facts. We may now take a more general view of the 
charge upon which the eight gentlemen were arraigned and 
tried at Manchester. 

When King James left the kingdom, to the great content- 
ment of a large majority of the nation, he carried with him 
the regrets of numbers of the people, who from attachment 
to the monarch or his family, a belief in the doctrine of 
divine right, or a sympathy with his religious \iews, would 
have been glad that his hereditary sceptre had continued to 
sway the country. "It is impossible," says Mr. Hume, 
referring to an earlier crisis in our history,(') " but that such 
a great and sudden revolution must leave the roots of discon- 
tent and dissatisfaction in the subject, wliich would require 
great art or in lieu of it great violence to extirpate them." 
Iq no part of the kingdom was attachment to the departed 
monarch stronger than in Lancashire. Some of our county 
gentlemen who survived to the Revolution had suffered in 
their own persons and many more by their ancestors in the 
cause of Charles I., and they were adherents of the Stuarts 
both by hereditary attachment and from personal affection. 



mixon (yoI. iii. p. 71) hints that liic prisoner 
Harley in a place of tniat under government. 
(') The accession ofEJwBrd IV. 



was nflerwarda employed by 



INTRODUCTION. 



Many of them also shared the faith of the exiled mouarch, 
and, having suffered in the cause, persecution(^) had only 

Q) Where there was religious difTcrence, poraccution was sometimes 
resorted to on very frivolous grounds, as in the followiog instance from TAa 
Court and Times of Charles /., vol, i. p. 58, where Sir Thomas Gferard, the 
first baronet of his family and an ancestor of one of the prisoners tried at 
Manchester, woa the sufferer : 

Sir Thomas Gerard of the Brio in Lancashire, a great recusant, who was 
chosen a burgess in the last parliament of King James, but could not be 
found, though the house made much search for him, because he had not 
taken the oaths of allegiance, was lately by mandate of the council attached 
by the sheriff of the county, Mr. Holland of Heaion, {he was sheriff in 1625,) 
aud placed in custody. The occasion was, two maids of his washing clothes 
at a pit fell a talking of the brave times that would shortly be for their 
religion ; when Mr. Turner, a busy justice of peace, would be turned out of 
office, Mr. Home, parson of Winneck, should have horns set upon his head, 
and the bishop of Chester (Dr. John Bridgman, advanced to that see in 
1618} that bore himself so high, should be hoisted a peg higher to his little 
ease. " And my brother Bobert," (Sir Thomas's groom,) sailh one to the 
other, " is one of those that must kill the king." This discourse being over- 
heard by a pedlar, or some such loose fellow, who was lying sunning behind 
a hedge, he goes presently to an honest and substantial man of the town, 
one Present, and tells him what he heard Sir Thomas's maids talking at the 
pit. He presently bfonns the parson. Mr. Allen the parson writes to the 
bishop of Chester ; ho to the lorils of the council. They send a mandate to 
the sheriff to apprehend him, which he did on Monday was sennight; but 
upon two days' respite, he took bail for £2,UO0 that he should yield himself 
at the Bull at Manchester the Tuesday night follou'iug. But he repented 
him, for Sir Thomas borrowed two days more, and came not in till Thursday 
night, to the sheriff's no small perplexity. He is now in the sheriff's 
custody, with a guard, lest he should escape or bo rescued. — Related to 
me by one (Mr. Moselay's tutor) who was then present, and understood the 
whole from the sheriff's own mouth. Yet the grounds are so feeble, that I 
think it will prove no great matter. I tell you this circumstantially, because 
there goes stranger reports abroad, but all false. 

Page 63.: Sir Thomas Gerrard of Lancashire is in the Tower, as they 
write from London. 
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the more endeared it to them. These persons sympathised 
with the late monarcli on religious grounds. But hesides 
these there were in Lancasliire great numbers of Nonjurors, 
persons who, though resenting the violence of King James, 
could not yet be persuaded that they were absolved from 
their allegiance or at liberty to transfer it to his successor.(^) 
From all these circumstances it was plain that the soil 
was sown broadcast with the seeds of discontent, and the 
Lancashire gentlemen became therefore not unreasonably 
at an early period objects of suspicion to the new govern- 
ment. Suspicion often generates the thing it fears; and 
accordingly it happened that some of the Lancashire gentry 
soon justified the suspicion of which they were the object. 
On the 9th April, 1690, a warrant was issued against Mr. 
Blundell,(') of Ince, who is said to have absconded; and 

(') The widely extended distnist of King Jsmea's proceedingB on the eve 
of the Revolution is Blictvn by the charge of Mr. Justice Allihone to the 
grand jury at Lancaster usizca, mi tho 12th of August 1GS7, in which he 
complained with aome acrimony that no Protestants but Bishop Cartwright, 
Lord Brandon, and Sir Daniel Fleming, had joined the asuol procession to 
escort the judges into Lancaster. — See Bishop Cartwriglit's Memoirs. 

C) This was Henry Bluiidell Esq. of Ince Blundell. The following sketch 
may help to supply a. hiatus occurring in the pedigree published in Mr. 
Burke's Commotiers under Weld-Blundell: — 
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Col. Molyneux,(') Col. TownleyX") and Col. TiMeslpy,(^) three 
members of distinguished families in the county, rendered 
themselves so active in the cause of the exiled monarch that 
upon the passing of the Indemnity Act in 1690 they were 
expressly excepted from its provisions by name. Nor were 
these solitary instances ; for Mr. Walmsley, one of the 
prisoners tried at Manchester, followed the king into exile, 
and remaoned abroad until shortly before the trials at Man- 



(') Col. Molyneus was the son of Caryl Lord Molyneux, one of the pri- 
soners tried v-i Manchester. 

(^) Ricliarfi Townley Esq. of Towniej', probably the person mentioned lu 
the text, was tried and acquitted in 1710 for joining the rebels in the pre- 
Tioua jear.— Oldmixon, 7ol. iii. p. 639 ; Baines, to!, ii. p. 71. The Town- 
lejs, who wore Roman Catholics, had been great sufiercra for their faith, as 
appears by the Sittory of Whallei), p. 488, In the rebellion of 1745, 
Francis Townley, the nephew of the above Rieliard, was taken in arms 
onder the Stuart banner, and shortly aflorwards tried and executed. — 
Bsines, vol. ii. p. 71. The constancy of the family to the fallen house was 
worthy of a better cause and a better fate ! 

(3) Thomas Tildesley Esq. of the Lodge in Myerscough, the grandson of 
Sir Thomas Tildeslcy who fell in Wigan Lane, and father of Edward Tildealey 
who joined the rebels at Lancaster in 1715 and who was tried and acquitted 
for that offence the following year. After his apprehension in North Lan- 
cashire, Edward Tildcsley was conveyed to London to he tried, and he 
remained one night at Warrington on his way, — Laneathire Mem. of the 
Rebellion in 1715, pp. Ifl, 221, and Oldmizon vol. iii. p. 630. James 



Tildcsley, hi) 
Charles Edward in 1745, 
their lives for the Stuarts 
this ancient family given 
dates and circumstances of th 
papers to which I h 



» said to have served in the army of Prince 
> that three generations in succession adventured 
There is a melancholy account of the decline of 
the Norrii Papers, p. 137. A few additional 
family pedigree, gleaned from deeds and 
SB through the kindness of Thomas Lyon 
Esq. of Appleton Hall and James Nicholson Esq. of Thelwall Hall, are 
embodied in the subjoined sketch of 
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Chester, when he came home with King WilUam's pass, and 
one of the Lancashire Scarisbricks,(') who was chaplain and 
preacher to King James, accompanied his majesty ahroad 
and remained with him until he died. At this time the 
Lancashire gentry, especially those of the Roman Catholic 
faith, were by frequent intermarriages singularly allied and 
compacted into one body of friends and relatives. The Til- 
desleys, the Molyneuxes, the Standishes, and many others, 
were thus bound together by mutual alliances, and while 
some of them refused at first to take the oaths, many others 
either retired from the country, or left their homes and lived 
in retirement elsewhere, to avoid being compelled to an open 
acknowledgment of King William. 

Some of these parties, as we have already seen, were 
either actually arrested and sent to prison, or a watch was 
set over them at their own houses or in other places. 

This suspected body caused nmch uneasiness to the new 
government. The dawn of the Revolution had seemed to 
favour and invite a movement on the part of King James's 
friends. Before the battle of the Boyue, fought on 1st 
July 1690, he had an army in the field and the semblance 
of a throne in the sister kingdom, and from that time 
until tlio spring of 1692 he had large promises of support 
from France, and it was by no means improbable that he 
might effect a descent upon England, backed by a consider- 
able armament supplied by the French monarch. 

(') Edward Scarisbrick, better known by his assumed name of Ncvil]. — • 
Oliver's Aeeouni of tie Bngliik Jeauitt. It is said that he became cLief of 
the Jeauitfl at Valladolid after the death of King James, but lie returaed to 
England and died in 170E>. 
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Under all these circumstances, it was to be expected that 
charges of treason would arise against those Lancashire gen- 
tlemen who were the known adherents of King James, and 
these charges, as we have seen, at length assumed shape 
and lineaments, and resolved themselves into the Lancashire 
plot: 

WLat seemed Us head 
The hkciiess of a kingly crown had on. 

Historians are at variance in their opinions on the reality 
of the plot, and the charge against the eight prisoners tried 
at Manchester which arose out of it, and which was especially 
relied on to prove its existence. 

Mr. Oldmixon, a contemporary wTiter to whom we are 
indebted for numerous particulars of the plot, professes his 
entire belief in its reality, and gives full credit to all the 
witnesses. But he was the writer of the apotheosis of 
Geoi^e the First,(') and our confidence in his authority is 
shaken by his undisguised partisanship. 

Bishop Burnet, also a contemporary, and also but not 
equally a partisan, professes his belief in the plot, but even 
he, though writing "rocentibus odiis," rejects all the wit- 
nesses but Womball the carrier,{^) and rests his judgment 
exclusively on his evidence. 

Mr. Tindal without, as it appears, taking the usual pains 
to satisfy himself of the facts, gives in his adhesion to the 
plot ; while Mr, Smollett, who has paid more attention to 
the evidence, arrives at the verj' opposite conclusion. 

e of his Hittori/ of EngUtnd. 






Q) Sec the conclusion of the third v 
flr. Oldmixon \s immorluliaed in the Dunciad. 
(») Ralph's Bimry of England, vol. ii. p. 530. 



Ixviii INTRODUCTION. 

Mr. Ralph, after weighing all the chrcumstances with 
Uffnf>or and impartiality, and giving his readers an oppor- 
tunity of judging of the evidence on both sides, has arrived 
at the deliberate conviction that the stoiy of the Lancashire 
plot rcHted on no solid foundation. 

From the doubts created by these opposite opinions the 
Umtr of truth will bo glad to escape to a region where his 
foot may find safe resting-place, while the Lancashire reader 
will rejoice to discover, if he can, the means of relieving his 
countrymen from the stigma of the Lancashire plot. 

17ie charges of Kelly, Dodsworth, and Robinson have 
been already disposed of; and no one, after carefully con- 
Hidering their informations, will place much reliance upon 
thcsm, or believo in the existence of any such extended or 
ramified design amongst our countrjmen as entitled it to 
be called the Lancashire plot. It is probably to this period, 
thougli, if so, there is a slight discrepancy in dates, that Mr. 
Smollett refers (vol. i. p. 141), under the year 1691, when 
he informs us that '* the parliament was likewise amused by 
a pretended conspiracy of the papists in Lancashire to raise 
a rebellion and restore King James to the throne, several 
persons were seized and some witnesses examined, but no- 
thing appeared to justify the information.'' The evidence 
of the above three informers applies wholly to events occur- 
ring in or previous to 1690, and if^ which may be doubted, 
they fasten the guilt of treason upon any of the Lancashire 
gentlemen, it can only be upon a small number, and that at 
a time when men hardly knew where their allegiance was 
due ; there were then two suns above the political horizon. 
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and a good man might reasonably doubt to which he should 
pay his devotions — the rising or the setting limiinary ! And 
at all events, the transactions to which these informers speak 
could not be the same plot which was charged against the 
Lancashire gentlemen in 1694. Dodsworth, moreover, was 
examined on Mr. Lunt's 6rst trial, and was unable to fix 
treason upon Mm ; how much less likely was it that he 
should fasten it upon any of the Lancashire gentlemen, and 
how wholly impossible that his testimony should implicate 
them in the guilt of actions occurring long after his own 



But Kelly, Dodsworth, and Robinson having led the way 
and indicated the names of such as had Jacobite Ieauings,(*) 
their example was sure to find imitators, more especially 
when it was known that Dodsworth, notwithstanding his 
religion, had been admitted into favour and had received a 
substantial pecuniary reward. 

Mr. Lunt was the arch informer and accuser of the Lan- 
cashire gentlemen. Their predilections, their faith, their 



(') An index to men's opiniona in this netghbourbood wag gained from 
their intimocv with Cartvpright the justly suspected Bishop of Chester, who, 
as we learn from his diary printed by the Camden Society, admitted the 
visits of Bishop Labourne, Father Petre, and other Roman Catholic eccle- 
siaaticB, and waa on terras of intimacy in 1G87 with Sir Rowland Stanley, 
Mr. William Maasey of Puddington (wboso house was searched), Mr. Nb- 
thaniet Booth of Mottrom, Mr. Standiah, Sir Williftm Gerard, Mr. Tildesley, 
Mr. Townley, and Sir James Poole. In September 16HT tiie Bishop n 
natcd Peter Legh Esq. of Lyme, then a young man who had succeeded to 
the estate by the death of his fatlicr only three months before, to be a 
deputy lieutirnant of the county of Chester, a distinction which, coming 
from such hands, posaibly led to the charge which n'os subsequently made 
against Mr. Legh. 
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indiscretions, and, above all, their wealth, were well kno 
to him, and seemed so many invitations to make victim 
of their owners. 

He was by birth an Irishman, (Smollett, vol. ix. p. 53 ) and 
from being originally a labourer at Highgate(^) he rose'to be 
a coachman, then to be a licensed victualler at Westminster 
w^hence, according to his own account, he was afterwards 
advanced to be one of King James's guards, and was to 
have a captain's commission in the intended rising. That 
his private character was bad wo know from the records of 
the court in which he was tried for bigamy, and from other 
facts which transpired on the trials at Manchester. 

The basis of his accusations was laid for him in the public 
proscription of the three Lancashire colonels. He had only 
judiciously to enlarge it, to include in it other persons of 
well known Jacobite leanings, and to spread his proofs over 
a long series of years, in the early and more recent portions 
of which the conduct and prospects of King James's friends 
were widely different, to make the story probable and its 
success almost certain. However prudent at a later period 
"when sorrow had tutored them to submission," many of the 
Lancashire men had not been so cautious in their conduct in 
the earlier period of the Revolution. 

Another circumstance in an accuser's favour was the close 
alliance, forming a species of clanship, amongst the Lanca- 
shire gentry, to which allusion has been already made. 

Out of these materials it was not difRcult to frame a plot 
very pregnant with suspicion and very difficult to negative 

(I) Letter out of Lancashire and Letter to Sir John Trenehard. 
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or rebut. To transport the public luind into one of its 
epidemic fits of credulity, and convert presumption into 
proof, it was only necessary, after the example of Gates in a 
past reign, to make assassination and murder a part of the 
design ; and accordingly, the removal of King William by 
the hand of an assassin being infused as an ingredient of the 
charge, the Lancashire plot was made to involve the accused 
in the twofold design of restoring King James and assassin- 
ating his rival. 

The latter portion of this design will require but few 
observations. Sufficient has already been shown to acquit 
not only the prisoners tried at Manchester, but the Lanca- 
shire gentlemen in general, of any share or privity in so foul 
and atrocious a design. True or false, no Lancashire name 
appeared at the time in connexion with it, and nothing has 
occurred since to revive or alter that part of the charge. 

That portion of the design which relates to the bringing 
back and reinstating of King James on the throne was made 
to depend on a series of transactions extending from 1689 
to 1694 — a long period of five years. In the early part of 
this time, every presumption was against the Lancashire 
gentlemen ; but, after the defeat of the French fleet off La 
Ilogue, and the destruction of the armament destined to 
invade England on the 20th May 1 692, the star of the House 
of Orange, fast mounting to the zenith, shed evil infiucnce on 
the cause of King James. His prospects of success now 
seemed remote. The ardour of his Lancashire adherents 
cooled, and they relaxed in their exertions when it was seen 
that they were likely to be futile. Many persons regarded 
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the change as calling upon them to return to the duty which 
they owed their country under its altered circumstances, and 
were effectually detached from their former party. There 
were others who, however they might desire the return of 
King James, thought it better to submit to the time and to 
breathe their regrets in silence ; and thought is not treason 
though it may be sin ! 

The Tildesleys, the Townleys, the Standishes, and the 
Dicconsons, more sanguine tlian wise, cherished their old 
attachments and did not affect to disguise them ; but even 
they seem to have bowed to the blast, and resolved to wait 
the return of better times. The heads of the first two 
houses were in the list of the proscribed and were at this 
time abroad, and all of them were under the Argus eyes of 
the government; and it is not credible, though they looked 
towards St. Germains rather than St. James's, that they 
could as a body at this time have been successfully engaged 
in a plot against the government, or that they could indi- 
vidually have been guilty of treason without the certainty of 
immediate detection. 

At a later period, at least one member of each of these 
families, and in some instances several, were found heroically 
risking life and property in the cause of King James, for 
which, while we honour their consistency, tve may regret 
that it was not exercised in a nobler cause. 

But we must not take a general presumption for a par- 
ticular proof. We should see that the charge against the 
accused is not only borne out by facts, but that these are 
supported by sufficient evidence, not merely at the com- 
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mencement, but throughout the long period of the plot; 
that, if it ever existed, the plot was a continuing and still 
meditated design at tlie time of Mr, Luut's disclosures. It 
will not suffice that the charge rests on the statement of 
Mr. Lunt and his associates. The evidence of these accom- 
plices and approvers must be confirmed by independent tes- 
timony over the whole period to which they depose. 

But, do we find this to be so ? Quite the contrary ; for, 
except the evidence already mentioned, and except the apo- 
cryphal letter found in Crosby's rooms signed J. Muckle- 
thwaite, and dated March 28th 1694, and ascribed to a 
Molyncux, by which I suppose is meant Lord Molyneux, 
and which letter, even if genuine, implicates no person but 
the wTiter, we look in vain through Mr. Kingston's pages for 
any evidence which inculpates the Lancashire gentlemen 
before Mr. Lunt's disclosures; and the trials afford a de- 
monstration that, previous to 1692, the accusations rested 
on the evidence of Mr. Lunt and his accomplices, and after 
that time on his own unsupported testimony. 

According to his own statement, Mr. Lunt acted a most 
conspicuous part amongst the Laneasliire conspirators, and 
we should therefore expect to find him well known not only 
to the parties engaged in their plot, but in the other kindred 
plots of that prolific period, whether hatched in Lancashire 
or elsewhere. But we look in vain through the irequent 
state trials of the time for any mention of his name,(') and 



Q) Tho solicitor general, wlicn an attempt was mnde on tiie trial of 
Rookwood to impeach tho cliaracter of a witness for the crown, alludeJ to 
R similar attempt to impeach Mr. Lunt's evidence, on the ground of charao- 
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of all the numerous witnesses met with in that record who, 
from the Revolution until Mr. Lunt's disclosures, with so 
much eagerness and at such length depose to the persons 
engaged in treason, no one either mentions or alludes to 
him, or appears to have known him even by name, Col- 
Parker, who has been so often mentioned, is frequently in 
the mouths of De la Rue and the other witnesses, but never 
in connexion with the Lancashire gentlemen. Surely this 
silence is strong negative evidence in favour of these gentle- 
men and against tlieir accuser. 

The report now offered to the public of the trials of the 
eight gentlemen,(') which commenced at Manchester on the 
17th October 1G94, affords additional means of testing the 
value of Mr, Lunt's evidence, *and of showing whether it was 
supported in any material respect by testimony less open 
to objection than his own. Probably none of the writers 
whose opinions have been quoted had either seen the trials 
or read any reported account of them ; certainly none of 
them alludes to any printed or published report. No edition 
of the State Trials, except the last, contains any allusion to 
the prisoners tried at Manchester. In that edition there 
occurs a brief and inexact allusion to the trials, with some 
historical opinions upon them ; but there is no report of the 
trials themselves, and the names of three out of the eight 
prisoners, Lord Molyneux amongst the number, are wholly 
omitted in the notice.(*) 

; the trials at Manchester, tlio effect of which he seema to hove 
and this, I believe, is the only occasion on which Mr. Lont's 
e is mentioned in the Stale Trials. 
(^) The commencement of the trials will be found at page 48 po»l. 
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So far as it is known, no other publication supplies the 
omission which occurs in the State Trials, and the report 
now appearing, probably for the first time, under the aus- 
pices of the CuETHAM Society, will be found not only to 
be an instructive and suggestive memorial of an important 
period of history, but may help to dispel some clouds which 
have hitherto hung over the Lancashire plot. How far 
the evidence for the crown given on the trials satisfies the 
requirements before laid down as necessary to support the 
case, and if it does, how fax our faith in it is shaken by the 

(') [See page Ixxiv.] Tlio following is tlie nodce alluded to. Slate Triah, 
vol. xii. p. 1284, edit. 1812 — 

In this same jear 1G91, occurred the trials for the Lancaehire plot. I 
have not been able to obtain any lull report of Uicm, but Imvo been favoured 
by Mr, Dcaltry with the following minutes of the proceedings. 

Oct. 7. 6 W. & M. A session of oyer and terminer was holdcn at Man- 
flhester before Sir Giles Eyre Knt. a justice of the court of king and queen's 
bench. Sir John Turton Knt. and Sir John Powell Knt. barons of the 
exchequer, and Sir Samuel Evre Knt. another justice of the king and queen's 
bencli, under a special commission to inquire of treasons &c. 

At which session an indictment was found against Sir Rowland Stanley 
Bart., Sir Tho. Clifton Bart., William Dicconson Esq., Philip Langton Esq,, 
ftnd William Blundell gent, for high treason. 

Oct. 17. They were tried before the same justices, and John Lunt was 
produced as a witness for the crown. 

Hilary Term 6 W. 3. — Sir Edward Ward Knt,, his majesty's attorney 
general, filed an information against the said John Lunt for perjury charged 
to hare been committed on that trial. 

Like information against John Wombcll. 

Like information against George Wilson. 

Michaelmas 7 W. 3. — Defendants having been convicted at the assizes, 
obtained rules for new trials, and 

It was ordered that the rolls should be amended, by stating that the 
defendants came and pleaded in their proper persons instead of stating that 
they appeared by a 
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vtiriatioiKs contrarieties, and inconsistencies which occur in 
it, and what is the eftect of the direct contradictions with 
whi(*li it was mot for the defence, the reader will be able to 
judlfo ti>r iiiniself. Probably he will rise firom the perusal of 
VVomhairs evidonco.^M which relates almost wholly to events 
cNTiirring between KiSO and 1692, and, if true, only aflects 
Mr. Stantlish,(-) Mr. Townley, Sir Thomas Clifton, Mr. 



(') 'Dip n*port of lii:* rvidoiice on the trials is less full than his previous 
(lr)Mmilii>n, and iIitU*rs (roni it in some particulars. 

('•') Williuni Standisli Ksij. of Stnndish is the person referred to by Dods- 
wnrlh. !!(• took u vorv aotivo part in the defence of the Lancashire gen- 
ilinnoii, ill ooiiMO«puMU't» of which he would have been apprehended if he 
hiiil not pn^viMiti'il it Ity u timoh' flight — Oldmixon, yoI. iii. p. 100; Baines^ 
vol. ii. p. (M. \\\i* son, Halpli Stamlish, is the person referred to by Dods- 
worth iiH Ijinitoiiant Coloiiol Standish. Neither he nor Mr. John Dalton of 
Tliiirnliuiii, another of tho persons mentioned by Dodsworth, appears to have 
Ininil diHeretion, for (hey wen* Iwth tried and found guilty for joining the 
reheiN in 171.'». — OKlmixon, vol. iii. p. 63i>. Mr. Ralph Standish married 
tlio Ijaily IMiilippu Ilowanl, and lived to an extreme old age, but I haTB 
Ihmmi nimhie to learn the exact date of his death. He was living in 175S. 
IliN Hoii of liotli his names ^ho afterwards assumed the name of Howard 
from his mother, died hefore him. — Whitakers Eickmondshir6f vol. iL 
p. 'U 1 . 1 Huhjoin a sketch of the pedigree of the Standishes at this time : 

Wllliniii HtAiKliNh of StAndinh K!iq..= Cicely danghtcr of Sir Robert BindloM 



iHirii about l({:i8, (U(hI Nth Juno 



of llorwirk. Baronet, married befova 
lijtil, died imh Janiuury 1729/30. 



andwlfo. I lilt wife. | I T) 

MAry.dniiKhtiir--lUlphHtiuidli«h.-..TAdy Phllipna Edward, William, Mur. 

ami oo hittniiM nigajit'd In tliu '" "■ ' -- - » _ .#. 
of AllMTt Itidtvllion of 



llodKNuii KNq. 171 A. llTinff In 

of LolKhton 17ri'i at tliu Biro 

Hall, niarriud of HH. 
in 1737. 



Ilowani, diiMl died Ceo; 

daufflitvr of young. jonng. 

li(*nry,huko 

of Norfolk. 

died 6th A ur. 

17HI. 



P.I Mt^tllliMll - - .1ili.H» .I... >l.«.>_ ..• ^^ . '. ^■. .J. n^ I - 



***Ui** "i>^»'** .^.J*"'* "!! "^'*'y' «»*"«?'**' «' Gcoriro Cecilia, 

ofHtandiiihandHorwiok (ieorgti llutler Howard daughter other 

Eiiq. of Rally- Htandiah, and finally daugfatMii 

»g«*t» >n*"ied died aged heir, mar- 

4th Juno 1790. to. ried Wil- 



took tlio name of How- 
ard, divd of the small 
f)ox at Kilkenny in Apr. 
735. 



liam Town- 

I I ley of Town- 

Kalph. Edward. leyEaq. 

died young. died young. 
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conson, and perhaps Mr. Walmsley, of whom only the three 
last were amongst the prisoners tried at Manchester, with a 
different estimate of its value from that formed by Bishop 
Burnet, and if he should be of opinion with the jury that the 
prisoners then on their trial were entitled to a verdict of 
" not guilty," he will probably think also that the Lancashire 
plot was entitled to a verdict of " not proven," 

The manuscript from which this report has been printed 
is the property of John Jesse Esq., formerly of Manchester 
but now of Llanidloes, to whom it was left as a legacy by a 
Manchester friend some years ago, and to whom the Society 
are under obligations for the use of it for the purposes of 
this publication. The manuscript, which is written in a 
plain law hand, appears to be a modem transcript made 
about thirty-five years ago from some earlier manuscript. 
No one who reads it will need any voucher for its authen- 
ticity, or entertain a moment's doubt that it was the pro- 
It ia matter of liistery that the Standishcs have made sscrificeB for religion 
Dot only III the Old World but In tbc New, and not only in the cause of Trent 
but of Genevo. Miles Standish of Dmbury was one of the " pilgrim fathers" 
who, quittlug their homes for congclcnee aake and crossing the Atlantic in 
the celebrated May-flower, landed at Plymouth in New England, on 22nd 
December, 1620, and have ever since been esteemed the founders of that 
conntry. The house which he built in his transatlantic homo was called 
Duxbnry, after the scat of his ancestors in fatherland ; and the site of the 
]iouf«, which was hnrnt down a few years ago, stiil rotuns that name. The 
I poet. Dr. Holmes, has introduced this stout old soldier in his 
t on the loan of a punch howl: — 

' Tvu on a drear* winter ere, the night was cloiing dim, 
When old Milea Stondith took the bowl aod druncd it to the brim ; 
The little captfun atood knd stirred the pouet with hit tword. 
And aU Iiis stnidj uen at arau wen rwaftA kbout the bowd. 
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duction of an eye witness of the trials, who, although en- 
tertaining a conviction of the falseness of the charge, has 
nevertheless told a fair and impartial story, with no more 
than the unavoidable tinge which the facts contracted from 
the medium through whicli they were viewed. At the end 
of his Letter out of Lancashire{^) Mr. Wagstaffe announced 
his intention to publish an account of the trials, and his 
manuscript, if ever prepared, may possibly have been tlie 
parent of tliis. 

The papers which precede the trials occur in the same 
order in the manuscript, and have been retained for the 
light which they throw on the motives of the accusers of the 
Lancashire gentlemen. Like the trials, these papers contain 
internal evidence that they are genuine, and they are valu- 
able for the accidental confirmation they afford to some of 
the evidence given for the prisoners at the trials. The 
charge which Mr. Taffe made against Captain Baker, that 
he had a direct interest in procuring the conviction of the 
prisoners, receives a corroboration from these papers, now 
for the first time made public. 



(1) Tlic letter is entitled, " A letter out of Lancosliire to a friend in Lon- 
don, giving some account of the late trials there : together with some season- 
able and proper remarks upon it, recommended to the wii^dom of the lords 
and commons assembled in parliament. I(i91." At the end of the letter is 
the followiiig — " AdTcrtisemcnt. There will shortly be published a perfect 
and complete narratire of the whole proceedings holh at Manchester and 
Chester.' Mr. Thomas Wagstatfe, who was a Nonjuring clergyman, is 
noticed in Chalmers's Biog. Did. vol, xxs. p. 458, where there is an account 
of liis works, which Mr. Crossley informs me is yery incorrect. He was a 
Stout defender of the authenticity of the Eikon fiasilikc. Amongst the 
Lancashire Nonjarors none was more influential than Mr. Wagstaffe, and 
he is noticed in Lathbory's history of tliat party. 



INTRODUCTION. IXXIX 

There was in those days no Eldorado in tbe regions of tlie 
far west, or at the antipodes of our globe, to attract and 
absorb the greedy thirsters after gain, and the "auri subiia 
fames" prompted this class of persons to seek after for- 
feited and concealed estates, with so little scruple about 
the means, as forced tlie indignant obsen'er to exclaim in 
the words of the Roman satirist, and with more than his 
earnestness and passion — 

Quid non niortalia pectora copis i 

There can be no plainer proof than these pages afford of 
the base motives that actuated Mr. Lunt and his associates, 
Womball the broken carrier and George Wilson the convic- 
ted cattle stealer — both of them fit inmates of his new cave 
of Adullam ! For a time Mr. Lunt seems to have attained 
his end, since we find that from being originally employed 
as a labourer at twelvepence a day, his circumstances had 
so improved before the trials at Manchester that he was 
then habited like a general, had his footman to attend upon 
him, and was living at the rate of a thousand a ycar.(') 

On the eve of the trials of the Lancashire gentlemen, 
Robert Ferguson(') published a pamphlet in their defence. 



I (') ^aqfiiaSta Letter Qia of Laneathire. 

P (^) There is a short account of this person, with tbe titles of a few of liis 
works, in Rose's Biog. Did. and in Cftlamy's Account of the NonconformiMtt. 

' He was originally a Scotch dergyiuan, and was intruded into the livim; of 

P Godmersfaam in Kent during the Usurpation, but ejected in 1 6S2. lie aftor- 

I wards cost off bis profession and, throwing himaelf into the sea of politic*, 

I became not only a sbarer in all tbe plow but one of tbe most active political 

I writen of hi« day. He and the tmnbled limes in which he lived seemed 



IxXX INTRODUCTION. 

It bore date the 4tli October 1694, and was, we are told, in 
every one's hands at Manchester before the trials came on. 
Notwithstanding that its appearance was anonymous, which 
was probably owing to the notoriety of the writer, it was 
known to be the oifepring of his pen ; and if anything could 



mode for each other. Ho wbb an imperaonation aFthe spirit of plots. He 
appears to have been deeply implicated iti Clii: Rye House plot, and n'tis out 
with tho Duke of Monmouth in 1685 and had a narrow escape of being 
taken. Ho used to boast tbat be had been a party in every plot that 
occurred subsequently to the Kye House plot. He went with Lord Shafles- 
bory to Holland after that nobleman's disgrace. That such a man should 
iall into many dangers was not singular, but that he escaped from them was 
wonderful. Writers of a!! parties have exhausted the vocabulary of ill 
names in their abuse of Mr. Ferguson. Mr, Newcome, as we learn irom 
his Autobiotfraphy, was much horrified at a communication which Ferguson 
Bddressed to him in 1683, the year of the Rye House plot. He says on 28th 
August, " There came a letter by this post superscribed to me, but under an 
abusive title. I was not at home. The superscription induuod the con- 
stable to open it, a wicked thing signed by Ferguson, a person I never had 
a letter from in my life, and know not liis hand. But the constable seiaed 
it and kept it to shew the justices, and so I was delivered from this sham." 
Others were treated in the same way at this very time. 

la 16SS Ferguson was rewarded for his services !n the cause of hberty 
with the place of housekeeper to the c:fcisc, worth £500 a year. 

In 166^ he engaged in Montgomery's Jacobite plot. 

In 1690 ho was arrested with Sir John Cochran, on suspicion of treason- 
able practices, but either out of regard to his former services, or for want of 
evidence, ho was not prosecuted. 

In 1692 he was imprisoned in Newgate. 

In 1604 he undertook the defence of the Lancashire gentlemen. 

In 1696 he waa in Friend's plot, and was to have been an officer in his 
regiment, and to have been made a privy councillor if the plot had succeeded. 

In 1703 he WTOtc a defence of Lord Lovat. 

In 1704 tho house of commons sent him to Newgate, and ordered Sr 
Edward Northey to prosecute him; but bis usual good fortune attended 
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have ruined a good cause, the gentlemen tried at Manchester 
were in great danger from the advocacy of Robert Ferguson. 
But there is ever most energy with an assailant; and on 
the present occasion this veteran WTiter attacked the ac- 
cusers of the Lancashire gentlemen with a vehemence to 
which the shield of Mr. Kingston, Dr. Abbadie, and the 
other defenders of the government opposed but a feeble 
resistance; and the whig historians of the time, in their 
chagrin at the result of the trials, ascribed it to the tren- 
chant blade of Mr. Ferguson, with its fine temper and its 
poisoned edge, and the vigour with which it was wielded by 
his arm.(*) 



him, and he escaped without punishmenl, which Mr. Oldmixon (vol. iii. p. 
327) makes the subject of a complaint. 

Ho died in poverty in 1714. 

There is a much fuller account of Mr. Ferguson in Slaekmood's Magasine 
for June, 1822, to which my attention has been drawn since the foregoing 
note was written. 

('} After inveigbing in serere terms against some arhttrory proceedings 
of Mr. Aaron Smith the crown solicitor, Mr. Ferguson thus nssnils the 
ministry for what seems an unheard of interference with those who gavo 
evidence for the accused : — 

But why du I insist so much upon the unprecedented illegalities of Aaron 
Smith, when tho very secretaries of state themselves, without regard to law, 
honour, justice, or humanity, seize and apprehend both men and women for 
no other offence alleged against ihem hut that they discover what they know 
of the infamy of the witnesses, and take the methods which the laws have 
provided and chalked forth for bringing them to an accountableiiess for 
their crimes. And as the like was never practised under any of those 
reigns of which we did most complain, and as it appears since very unjustly, 
so it is worthy of our observation that when a pack of scandalous rascals 
had combined in the j-ear 1681 to involve a great many Protestants in a 
conspiracy for seizing King Charles and for altering the government, yet no 

/ 
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The ministry of the day, says Mr. Smollett, hy the dis- 
closures made on the trials at Manchester " incurred a heavy 
load of popular odium as the authors or abettors of knavish 
contrivances to ensnare the innocent," and it was feared that 
the result might weaken the already feeble knees of the new 



one was molested eitber for detecting the forgery of that plot or for lajring 
open and exposing the crimes, villaDies, and perjuries of those who were 
then styled the ling's evidences. Yea, when three several discoiirsea, 
all of them bearing the title of " No Protestant Plot,* were printed and 
puhliaheJ in viadication of the innocency of those that were suspected, aa 
well as of those that were apprehended and imprisoned, and for detecUog 
the scandalousness and legal iinprohity of the evidences, and withal the 
piquancy which the author of those disccmrscs had cither spirit or language 
to season them with, yet they were not only read hy every man with safety, 
but opeuly sold by most stationers about London without animadvemon or 
control. Nor can any age parallel such a commitmcat or furnish us with a 
warrant of the tenor of that issued out hy the present secretaries upon this 
occasion, whereof I shall subjoin a copy, that this generation may see their 
misery, and the next laugh at our folly. Namely (after words of course iu 
all warrants) That they should apprehend and Mng before them the per- 
sons of together with tlieir paper*, for conspiring and endeavour- 
ing to suborn mlneeses against the lieet and credit of teceral witnesses for 
their nuijeities against persons charged m'M high treason ^t. Which looks 
like a summoning all the malefactors of tlic several gnols of the kingdom to 
come in and list tbcmselTes witnesses for the government, with assurance 
not only of protection and rewards, but that they shall have the satisfaction 
and pleasure to see those imprisoned and punished that ehall dare to prose- 
cute them for their crimes, though they should be murders and burglaries as 
well as felonies. Were not the matter before me too open to be exposed, 
o render me severe beyond my temper and iuclin*- 
Bui though nothing < 



as well as it is tempting u 
tions, I would add more 



rude and much less piqmint enough against those tliat have hod the indis- 
cretion if not the malice to issue out a warrant of this nature, yet I will so 
far both restrain my passions and rejralate my heat as only calmly to ezpoa- 
tulate the nuUtai in ono word ; Have the rescuing of our laws and the vin« 
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government. To justify themselves against the outcry that 
was raised, they brougiit the matter before parliament in the 
following session ; and the depositions of ten supplementary 
witnesses, all, we presume, that were produced, are preserved 
to us in the pages of Mr. Kingston.(') These depositions, 



diMting of our libertieB, which were the real causes of the Prince of 
Oronge's descent into Englnnd, and the great motives to the Ittte Revolution, 
resulted in this — that we have neither Ibwb nor liberties lefl us, but that 
we must stand with our mouths ehut and our hands bound till our lives be 
destroyed and our estates forfeited upon the perjuries of the most notorious 
as well OS lieinoue villains that ever the earth bare ? And let inc tell you, 
that we tliiuk it much more eligible to command the Dutch dragoons to cut 
our throats (if they can) than that a design should he carried on and thus 
countenanced of murdering us by forms of law. For as in the one cose we 
should be sure to sell our lives ere we lost tbcm, and, should we miscarry in 
our own defence, would hope to die not only pitied but expect to have our 
deaths revenged ; whereas in the other, we fall with disgrace, and then 
are few have the honour, zeal, and generosity to resent tho wrong and injiu^ 
tice that are done us. Yet it may he that when proximut ardet Ucalegon, 
every maD will be alarmed, and that the methods which render qaitibel 
homo reiM may in a little time make omnie homo mile*. And as I am very 
well assured that by the course which is taken to destroy some all men ore 
threatened, so I do not know but that the common hazard may run the 
nation upon a defence as universal na the danger is. 

(1) Mr. Kingston was an indefntlgablo pamphleteer on various subjecU 
from 1690 to ITIO. Besides tho history so oflen alluded to and nume- 
rous other works, he wrote an Answer to Captain Smith's Memoirs o/Stcrtt 
Service, and a Rejohtder to Captain Smith, both published in 8vo in 1700 ; 
Apolhegmata Curiam, or Eefleetiom, Sentence*, atid Maximt, 1709 ; and 
two tracts a^inst the French prophets, which (according to Mr. Crossley, 
to whom I owe the particukrs of this note) afford the best account ex- 
tant of (hose enihusiasts. Mr. Kingston is charged by Ferguson (^Letter 
to Sir J. Trtnchard) with being sent into Lancashire and Cheshire, Mme- 
times in the character of a parson, sometimee of a physician, and sometimM 
of a discarded Jacobite officer, with instructions to speak of a conspiiwy 
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with the uidinoa •>! .i re^r nuce^ upoa rfaenu are rMjiinto^ - 
the Appeniiix ro :he -iresenc ^voriu ami the reader "ii *** 
able ro jutiaje iiuw ar :iiev nicer »r ai^*t the case nuul 
on :he niab .« Mancaeecer. Xooe oi the new witn 
were p^sons of .my jxark. 5«me ot tiieai were of ciu*>«rf^ 
able c'hanutKV and .leariy rhe wrioie of them speak o I 
events which .xtnirrtHi n or pre>-iuus to l«J9l. ^^^i " i^ 
power of rhe j:tn-errmient n.^ on>ko v-^vil ^irits is eon^j ^.^^^ 
it is a oinnmisumct* a» :tteir ^'rtHiit that they proUnecM^ ^^ 
other w!tne:5sei^ whilst die 'act niat the witnesses were 
ther more aumerDiis lor .a\i .liiiitUT or JiBerent raok affi^i-ri 
negative evidenee in divomr or die luuoceace of the aeeusf^ 

After hearlnsr the^ witnesije^s however* the House nT 
Commons, by a vote oi^ loo to \}7 te^lnii that there we 
grounds ibr the proset!utioa of the i^^eademea at Manchester 
and that upon the Ln]b^macion2^ and o\amtnacion8 before the 
House it did appear that there wa2^ a Jau^'cous plot carried 
on at^inst the Kine and hi^ ^^venuucuc ; ami the House of 
Lords afterwards adopted a sunilar cv^'Iutioa. 

This resolution, it will be obeerved. b :?o worded as to 
avoid expressly affirming the existence of the Lancashire 
plot, and its vai^ieness succeetfed in securing for it the Totes 
(yf thfif^, members who believed, and ju:rtly believed, in the 
pK)f^iPT}r'/i r>f y^me plots against the government* as well as of 
thftf^'i timid members who were afiraid to weaken or discou* 



nfpiirM fhr: no^ffumprhi in meh tenns m should indace the onwifT no4 oalj 
i*i K't^f* hm A fnvfmm}f]*^ hearing, hat, if posn'hle, to spesk as fiiTooimhlj of 
U, Mff/I f.ht*tf*hy thnw ih^im rery persons within the soi^icxm of beiq^ 
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rage the government by expressing a disbelief in any. The 
resolution was in fact only a mild way of expressing confi- 
dence in the ministry, and proved little else than that par- 
liament, with its party and private influences, was a less 
impartial tribunal than a court and jury. 

But, notwithstanding this resolution, the Lancashire gen- 
tlemen at the ensuing Lancaster assizes prosecuted Lunt, 
Womball, and George Wilson, the three principal witnesses 
who had given evidence against them on the trials at Man- 
chester, and they were all con\-icted of peijury. The same 
three witnesses were also indicted for a conspiracy against 
the lives and estates of the Lancashire gentlemen ; and they 
would probably have been convicted on this charge also, had 
not the prosecutors tliouglit fit to let the proceedings drop- 
from a conviction that the government, though they had 
been duped, and were willing to retreat but not to own a 
defeat, were determined to support Mr. Lunt, and from a 
not imfounded fear that revenge might be taken on some of 
the witnesses whom it might be necessary to call in support 
of the prosecution. On this latter charge, therefore, no 
evidence was offered, and the three prisoners having been at 
length discharged, we have this song of triumph from Dr- 
Abbadie (p. 73) : " Tlius the artifices of the plotters were at 
last defeated, and truth prevailed over the power and trea- 
chery of its enemies. The discoverers of the plot asserted 
their innocency by the testimony of forty new witnesses, the 
Lancashire gentlemen could not prove their allegations, and 
those who were guilty of no other crime than endeavouring 
to serve the government were sent away with a suitable 
recompence." 
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The forty " men in buckram" appear nowhere but in the 
p^es of the court scribe, and their existence may be treated 
as the flourish of a party writer intended to cover a retreat. 
The latter portion of his peean, however, proves itself; for 
reward, and reward only, had been the motive of Mr. Lunt 
and his myrmidons. 

The acquittal of the Lancashire gentlemen still rankled 
in the breast of the ministry,(') notwithstanding the assu- 
rance they had derived from their parliamentary resolution. 
They took care that no public record of the proceedings was 
preserved, and they probably suppressed, if it ever appeared, 
any printed report of the trials. They felt that they had 
been duped, and they would willingly, if they could, have 
waived off into oblivion all memory of the event with an 

Excidat illii dies fevo ! 
But the wish for oblivion was futile; and as ghosts are said 
to revisit the glimpses of the moon to reveal actions which 
their perpetrators hoped had been buried for ever, so the 
resurrection of this report of the trials at Manchester, after 
so long an interval, is a proof that the Lancashire plot is one 
of those stories that history will not willingly let die. 

Mr. Lunt retreated to his hiding place, and was seen or 
heard of no more after his final discharge at Lancaster. He 

!}) Mr. Wagstaffe naserte in his Letter out of Lancashire that worranta 
for the esecution of the priflonem were signed, and that direclione wera 
Qctually giveo that they should he executed three day* after the prisoner* 
should he found guilty! If this statement he true, one can easily under- 
stand the extent of the prosecutors' mortification when the accused were 
Mquittedl 
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had repeated as a vaunt the question of that former braggart 
created by our immortal bard, not doubting that it would 
receive a triumphant answer — 

Who cannot be crushed with a plot ! 

and when infamy had recoiled upon him in overflowing 
measure, we may imagine him slinking back into his native 
obscurity with the words of Parolles on his lips — 

Yet I am thankful : if my heart were great, 
'Twould burst at this: captain I'll be no more; 
But I will eat and drink and deep as soft 
As euptain shall : simply ths thiug I am 
Shall Riake me live. 

Upon the accession of Edward IV., the period referred to 
by Mr. Hume, when the crown was forcibly transferred to 
the brows of a new monarch, peace was to be secured to the 
new wearer by the means which Tarquin taught his son in 
the allegory — " ense recidendum est;" but, in the times of 
the Lancashire plot, law must do the work which in an age 
less civilised belonged to the sword; and although in the 
days of William III. the blade of old father antic the law 
had still its edge always turned towards a prisoner, we have 
seen that its stroke was sometimes averted by a good cause 
and an English jury. 

The prisoners tried at Manchester had to struggle against 
many difficulties which do not now stand in the way of such 
as are accused of treason. At that time there was no sta- 
tute limiting the period within which the crime must be 
alleged to have been committed, and hence the long series of 
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years over which the chaise against the Lancashire gentle- 
men was allowed to spread ; and although two witnesses were 
required to prove the treason, there was great laxity in inter- 
preting this restriction. Moreover the number and names 
of the crown witnesses were carefully withheld from the accu- 
sed, and he was neither allowed to sec them or know their 
names until they were confronted with him in court ; while 
on the other hand he had no process to compel witnesses to 
appear for him on the trial, and such as did so either came 
forward voluntarily and of their own accord, or were induced 
to do so at the solicitation of the prisoner's friends. At the 
trial, hut not before, the indictment was read to him, but he 
was not allowed to be furnished with a copy of it. The 
most eminent lawyers of the day were generally arrayed 
against him, whilst he was not allowed to make his defence 
even by a single counsel, but wa s obliged, in his hour of 
greatest need, to rely upon himself, and to exert such skill as 
a man struggling under a suspended sword could command. 
He never knew the panel of jurors who were to pronounce 
on his life or death imtil he heard their names in court. 
His challenges, therefore, to such of them as he thought fit 
to except against, were almost necessarily made in ignorance 
or under circumstances of peculiar disadvantage. He might 
not know the persons in the panel even by name, whilst they 
on the contrary might be known partisans of the crown, or 
perhaps notoriously prejudiced against the prisoner. 

Within a few short months from the trials at Manchester, 
all these disadvantages were removed by the statute of 7 
William in. c, 3, which, with its subsequent amendments,. 
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enacted, Jirstlj/, that no person should be tried for any trea- 
son except an attempt to assassinate the king, unless the 
indictment were found within three years next after the 
offence conunitted ; secoudly, tliat the prisoner should have 
a copy of the indictment ten days before the trial, and that 
no evidence should bo offered upon it of any overt act not 
named in it ; thirdlt/, that he should also have a copy of the 
panel of the jurors, with their professions and places of 
abode, and a list of all the witnesses, delivered to him ten 
days before the trial ; fourthly, that he should have the same 
compulsive process to bring in his witnesses for him as was 
usual to compel their appearance ^;ainst him ; and lastly, 
that he should be admitted to make his defence by such 
counsel not exceeding two as ho should desire, who were 
immediately to be assigned to him by the court, and who 
were to have free access to him at all seasonable hours. 

These ameliorations in the administration of the law in 
cases of high treason, if they were not actually the result of 
the proceedings against the eight prisoners tried at Man- 
chester, were certainly accelerated by them.(') It was im- 
possible in that ^;e that public attention could be attracted 
to those proceedings without the public becoming excited by 
the hardship of the law as it then stood, or without leading 
to some effort to amend it. These alterations, therefore, 
were forced upon the legislature by enlightened public 
opinion, and another irruption of the reptile brood of spies 
and informers — which Heaven avert! — will at least find their 



(1) There had been an iinsucccBBful attempt ti 
ships of the law of treason in 1 692. — Oldmizoi 



remedy some of the hftrd- 
Tol. iii. p. 67. 
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victims better prepared to repel the charge of any future Lan- 
cashire plot. While, therefore, we wonder and rejoice that 
the machinations against the Lancashire gentlemen were so 
signally defeated, we ought not to forget, in our satisfaction 
at their escape, that we owe, in some measure, the improvbj- 

MENTS WHICH HAVE SINCE TAKEN PLACE IN THE LAW OF TREA- 
SON TO THE JEOPARDY OF THEIR LIVES IN WHICH THE EIGHT 
GENTLEMEN WERE PLACED BY THE TRIALS AT MANCHE&TTER IN 

MDCXCIV. 



THB 



JACOBITE TRIALS 



AT MANCHESTER IN 



1694. 



TRIALS AT MANCHESTER, 



Monday Morning, Feb. 27, 1692. 

Sir S. P. [Sir Stephen Fox.] 
Sir Q. S. [Sir Ed. Seymour?]' 
C. M. Esq. [Chas. Montagu, Esq., 
afterwards Earl of Halifax.] 

An order was made by the Lords of y" Treasury reciting that if *"^,^,''^ 
Mr. Peter Stepkins, Mr. Peter Godard, and Mr. Nicb. Hall woud 
undertake at their own costs and charge by law to discover and 
make out their Majesty's title to recover lands, tenements, & sums 
of money within the Kingdom of England given to superstitious 
uses, the said Undertakers sho'' after such title made out have 
one full third part thereof to their own use. 

By Articles reciting the said order it was agreed that Stepkins " J^""' 
and Godard sho^ bear the charge of prosecution, tliat the third part 
of the lands and monies by the said order intended to be granted 
to Stepkins, Goddard, & Hall, sho'' be divided iuto three equall 



(') Uldmixau, vol. iii. p. €9, mj« Sir Edward 6«;mour wag oi 
■gmiiut nuking their inijeitiM king and queen. 



] of tliose that voted 
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shares, one foif *Sl;(^kins. another for Goddard. and the third Share 

for Hall, yihp y^BS thereby declared to be a trustee as to such third 

part for-^it'Jn^^ Guyse and Sir Scroop Howe. 

^ ^iSl!*' ^y cTbhfer articles made between Stepkins, Goddard, and Hall of 

.the one part, and William Wybrants on the other part, reciting 
* * — *• • 
.•/•.fhat a commission under the great Seal was about to issue out to 

..^ '•' enquire of Lands, Moneys, and other effects given to the supersti- 
tious uses aforesaid in the county of Lancaster, it was agreed that, 

: * within one year after Stepkins, Goddard, and Hall sho^ have 

recovered any such Lands or Monies as aforesaid, and sho^ have 
obtained a grant of a third part thereof, the said Stepkins, God- 
dard, and Hall sho^ pay thereout to Wybrants £10 for every £100 
in moneys so granted, and £100 for every £100 Lands per annum, 
that Wybrants(*) sho^ have a Mortgage of such Lands for his 
Security, and that he sho^ bear all the expenses of executing the 
Commissions except the Commissioners' Salary. 

**?Sf^' A Commission under the great Seal was awarded to Sir Wil- 
loughby Aston,(2) Sir John Mainwaring, and Mr. Norris,(3) &c. 

^i6m' ^^ inquisition was thereupon taken before the said commis- 
sioners at Warrington in Lancashire, and it was thereby found 
that 

The Lord Molineux being seized in fee of Lands in Euxton 
burgh in the countty of Lanc^ had conveyed the same to Andrew 
Poulton,(*) superior of the Jesuists College at St. Omers, and others, 

(') Oldmixon introduces this person as one Wy brand to whom Taaffe applied 
himself in order by his means to gain access to Mr. Legh of Lyme, who was then in 
prison for the conspiracy. — (Vol. ii. p. 99.) It was he who swore that Taaife's 
name was Tho. O'Mullen. — Tru^ Hist, by R. K., pp. 306, 307. 

(') Sir Willoughby Aston of Aston died in 1702. His monument, which if in 
Aston Chapel, records his interment at that place, and mentions that he had a 
family of eight sons and thirteen daughters. 

(S) Probably Thomas Norres of Speke, who was M.P. for Liverpool, Sheriff of 
Lancashire in 1696, and who had married Magdalen, the daughter of Sir Willoughby 
Aston, in the preceding year. 

(^) Andrew Poulton was admitted of the Society of Jesus October 31 1674, and 
died at St. Germains August 5 1710, »t. 56. King James selected him in 16S7 for 
one of the Masters of the Savoy College, and at the Revolution, he retired with the 
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and that the said Poulton aud others were seized thereof to the 
value of £100 per nnnum ; that Will" Standish Esq. had conveyed 
to Father Fortescue,(') for the use of the Franciscan Fryers, lands 
in Woolston worth £100 per an. in order to secure a debt of j£1200; 
that Tho' Eccleston Esq. had conveyed to the b'' Father Poulton 
his lands in Eccleston to the val. of €300 p. an. to the use of the 
Jesuists at St, Omcrs ; that Sir Nich; Sherborne Iiad conveyed to 
John Leyboum(^) his lands called the Lawns in the pariah of Chip- 
ping in the co. of Lane' for the mainten'" of secular priests of the 
Ch. of Rome; that Will" Dickonson Esq. had conveyed unto 
John Leybourn aud his heirs lands in Wrightington in the con, of 
Lane' of the yearly value of j6300, for the maintenance of secular 
Priests of the Church of Rome ; that Sir Will" Gerrard had 
enfeoffed Andrew Poulton and others of lauds in Garswood and 
Ashton to secure the payment of £100 per annum and j£300 in 
money to build and adorn a Colledge in the parishe of Wigan in 
the Com. of Lanc^; and that Tho' Gerard Esq, bad iu his hands 
f 300 towards building a convent at Wigan for brothers of the 
order of Franciscans of the Church of Rome. 



This inquisition being returned 

A bill was ex- | 

hihited in the ^Atty Gen' PI 

Exch' Chamb'J 



L'' Molineux 

W™ Standish 

Tho" Eccleston 

W™ Diconson 

S' Nich: Shcrborr 

S' W" Gerrard 

& 
Tho* Gerrard 



Court to FtMlce, lie wu the ■Dthar of serenil CDntroternal works, uid had > 
lugh reputfttion for wntrtit}' and lekl. — OliTer** Eni/. JettiiU, p. 174. 

(') Fnuicii Forteseue, (lometitDeii called Sttnley,) after (tudjing Ilhetorie at St. 

Omen, wu admittod » novice at Watten, and nude the aimple vowi 9th Heptembor 

1684. — Olirer^B Kup.Jtt. 

(') He wu cratuoerated, at Rome, Bithoti of Adnimotum, and inreitod with tho 

.title and power of Vicar Apoitolic. lie arriited in Enfjland lowardi tbo end of 
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The bill set forth the inquisition aiid all tliereby found, and that 
the commisaioQcrB had seized all those forfeited estates into their 
Majesties' hands, notwithstanding which the rents, issues, and 
profits were still applied to the several superstitious uses afs"". 
That some to whom the conveyances had been made were Aliens 
and Enemies to their Majesties, residing in the French King's 
dominions, and that the defendants were seized of other estates 
elsewhere to several superstitious uses, which ought to be forfeited 
to their Majesties, and prayed a discovery thereof to the end that 
their Majesties might be put in possession of the premises. 

The Defendants by their answer said they believed that there 
had been an inquisition, but that it was taken without their know- 
ledge, and they severally denied the matters in the bill mentioned. 

The Lord MolincuA denied that he had ever conveyed Euxtuo 
burgh to any sueb persons or uses, or that the profits thereof were 
ever paid to such uses as are ment^ in the bill. 

The other Defendants in their several answers positively denied 
the things charged against them by the bill. 

The Keplication averred the trutli of the bill. 

The Plaintiff's proofs against h'^ Molineux were. That there was a 
synod or meeting of the Romish Clergy boldcn at the Pope's 
Nuncio's in Warwick S' in May 1686 (but it was afterw'i' sworn to 
have been in 1689). 

That the L*" Molineux being there present did declare that hia 
Ancestors did usually pay for the maintenance of the English 
Jesuists jfilOO per annum according to his Lordship's agrccm' with 
S' Tho' Preaton,(i) and that for the security of that £100 a year 

168S, and lisd an apartment asBigneil him in St. James'a Talace. He appears (Vom 
tha I/orris Faptri (p. 20) to have visited Liverpool in 1687. Leyboum reiided 
in London, and waa Vicar Apoitolio for tha South diitriot. On the RcTolution be 
WM pnt in confinement, but vas released on giving an ai«unu)ce of peacaable 
mnduet. In June 16^ he aad Bishop Gifford were both brought up on a habnu 
eorpni, and soon afterwards discharged on bail. — See Not^i and Qatriet, Sept. 2& 
1852, pp, 297, 298 ; Slat, TnaU, vol. xii. p. 12W, edit. 1812. 

(') Sir Thorau rreHon, of the Manor, in Furnoes, traa the eon and ullimnlelj 
the heir of tbat Sir John Treston who on the Ut of April 1644 was created ■ bam- 



his L^'ship did then and there execute a deed of Mortgage of all 
his Lauds in Eiuton burg in Lancashirej conveying them to Father 
Poulton, the Superior of the Jesuists' College at St. Omers, for the 
use of the Jesuists tliere ; that the deed was openly there read, and 
Bifibop Leyboiun, Father Jacob and others were witnesses to it. 



Proofs and Observations against the Proofs. 

The L"" Mohneux in his answer swore that he never executed 
any such deed to Father Foulton or any other person to any such 
uses. 

god That he knew of no such payment by his ancestors as £100 
a year to the use of the Jesuists, nor is it reasonable to believe it, 
for they were all Protestants, himself being the first Papist of the 
fam. on the father's side. 

gdjj That as to the lands at Euston burgh being found to be 
worth j£100 per annum, they would be no good security for £100 
per annum if they were worth the sum stated, but in truth the old 
rents in Euxton burgh were not above .fiO a year in the whole, 
which was far short of such value as the plaintifis premised. 

4ihiy Tliat no part of the rents of Euxton burgh were at that 
time in his Lordship's power to convey, for that on the 24 of JanJ 
1671, which is 5 or 6 years before the plaintiff's proofcs suppose a 
settlement of those lands in Euxton burgh, they were settled upon 
his eldest son at his marriage with the Lord Powis's daughter. 



net for hii lojslt; to Cliulea I., >nd who died of tbe wounda he had rceetvcd in the 
King's aemco. Sir Tbouuu succeeded io the title and ostatos od tbe dcatii of hii 
elder brother, and the boroQetc; expired on hii own death on 2Tth Maj 17U9. He 
married for liia gccond wife Mary, the daughter of Viicount Molyneui, and upon 
her death and the lou of bis onlj ion in 1ST3, he retired to Flmnderg, and seeking 
■olsce in religion, he embraced the inititute of St. Ignatiui, and was enrolled among 
(he novicea at Wattcn on SSth Jane 1674, but he oeTer took bol; orden, and was 
merely a lay brother at tbe time of his death. lie !■ said to have been on eecentriu 
nan, and to have been nerer fully trusted by the Society. — Woit'i Hutpry of 
Furnai, and Olivcr'j. vireonnf o/(ftt Kngliih Jnuil: 
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and that his Lordship had never since received any profits there- 
firom. 

5"^ But for the more positive proof of the falsity of this, there 
were many persons who were and are eonstantly attending uppon 
the L'l Molineux that wo^ prove that neither in the year 1686 nor 
ever since was his Lordship at or near Loudon, and consequently 
that he could not be at the Synod then holden at the house of the 
Pope's Nuncio in Warwick S', nor there make any such Declar" 
nor execute any such Deed. 

That at the s^ asaemhly Wf" Standish Esq. did declare that he 
was indebted to the Franciscan Fryars at Douay £1200, £800 lent 
by the Fryers to his Father, and £400 left by his father as a dona- 
tion to them; that the said William Standish then and there 
mortgaged his lands at Woolston in Lancashire for the said j£BOO, 
and out of the same lands secured the £400 Don" by deed made to 
Father Fortescuc, the agent for the said Fryers, for the use of the 
English Franciscan Fryers at Douay — and that Bishop Leyboum 
and father Jacob were witnesses to the deed. 

To disprove this, it is answered that 

At the marriage of the said M' Standish, his father and himself 
BO settled their estate that for many years before the holding of the 
said Synod it was out of their power to make any sueh new Settle- 
ment as the plaintiff's proofs go to ; that at the time of the said 
Synod the said William Standish was not the owner of that estate 
at Woolston as it eame not to him until his mother's death some 
years after, that he eould not yet make snch an estate, for he is but 
tenant for life ; and that besides this, M' Standish was well able 
to prove that he was not at or near London in any part of the year 
1686, which is the time they swear liim to have made this convey- 
ance at the Pope's Nuncio's house in Warwick Street; that 



Tho» Eccleston Esq. did at the said assembly confess that his 
estate iu Eceleston in Lancashire was charged with £300 per ann: 
for ever to be paid to the Jesuists at S* Omers, and did there pro- 
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duce a deed made to Father Poulton whereby he secured j64O0 per 
ann: to the Jesuists to pray for the soula of him aud his posterity; 
that this deed was then and there executed and witnessed by Bishop 
Leyboum and others, and entered in their register. 



The falsity of this charge may be plainly proved 
in all its particulars, but it will be proved once 
for all that in March 1685-6 M^ Eccleston was in 
Prance, and went thence with the Lord Gastls- 
main to Rome, and continued with him there till 
Jane 1687. 



S' Nich' Sherburne. No witnesses were examined against liim, 
for the said S'' Nieholaa had not any right to the several Messuages 
in the hill mentioned or any part thereof until the death of his 
elder brother, who died 2 or 3 years after the time S' Nicliolae is 
charg'd to have convej'd those lauds in the parish of Chipping. 

The next proofs were, that 

Hugh Dicconson Esq. since dead — did at the said Assembly 
declare that he purchased an estate of j£3(X) p' annum at Wright- 
ington in the Com. of LanC for the use of the secular Priests at 
Douay, which estate as they swore he then and there conveyed to 
the said Bishop Leyboum for ever. To the Intent that they 
sho'itd pray for the souls of him and liis posterity, and their wit- 
ness stated that he saw the said deed executed, and that Father 
Jacob, Father ]!t[anaell, and several others were witncsMCii to the 
same, and that there was a memorandum of the said deed entered 
in the Register book. That Mr. Dowbell in bis CloKCt shewed u 
List of the Revenues of the Romuh Clergy in England, and that 
amongst those of the county of Lane' it was notified that onu M' 
Dicconson had bought lands for the Priests at Douay, and lioti 
received j£500 for that purpose. 

Against the truth of these prooft — 
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It is commoiiJy kiiowii that the Defendant M' Diccousoii'a lands 
in Wrightington did not come to that family by purchase, but 
were settled upon the said Hugh Dicconson Esq. by Sir Edward 
Wrightington his Uncle, who lived all his life time a firm Protest- 
ant, and so died 40 years ago, and at that time the s'* M' Dicconson 
was also a Protestant, The Plaintiff's proofs go to find other 
men's lands which they swear as M' Dicconson's, his neighbours' 
lands which he never had or pretended to have right to, and these 
lands they say he j;ave to superstitious purposes j they swear that 
in the year 1686 he executed that deed at London, but it is very 
plainly proved against that that M' Dicconson was not at or near 
London either in that year or ever since. 

Besides, M' Hugh Dicconson 14 years ago, on his son's maife, 
and 7 years before that Synod, in consideration of £4000 portion 
settled all his lands in Wrightington, so that he was then no more 
than tenant for life of any part of those lands; besides which he 
had built a house uppon the premises which cost him not less than 
f 2000, so that the Priests co'i never pray enough for his soul nor 
for the patience of his posterity if all this was done for them. 

One parcel of land which the plaintiff's proofs go to was a small 
tenement of Ralph Woodward's in Shevington, which they say he 
conveyed seven years ago, while in truth it was only bought several 
years afler that time. 



Their next proof was that — 

S' Will™ (Jerard being at the s^ Synod did then and there 
receive from Father Pcters{'} a bill for ^£3000 upon one Delaware 
for the use of y Jesuists at Wigan, being the Queen's gift. 

(') Father Edward Petre, the pereonmentionod in Otivor'BvlfFounto/iAaEnjJuA 
Jetuilt, Bdcording to wlilch be was awora of the Privy Council of James IX. at 
Whitehall Nov. lltL 1687, and recommended about the same time to the Pope for 
A Cardinal's hat. He g:enerally passed in England b; the name of Spenser. In 
1693 he was appointed Roctorof St. Omen, fmd died at Wstten 15th May 1699.— 
(p. 163.) lie woi one of the persons excepted in the act of indemDitj paued in 
1690. 
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S^ William ia liis answer upon oath denied tMs, and it will be 
fully proved that S^ William was not at or near London in any 
part of that year when they swear that the Synod was holden in 
Warwick Street. 

Tho" Gerard Esq. The proofs against him were but hearsays, 
and he under such circumatances as he durst not personally appear 
to make his defence. 

Publication passed in the cause, but what opinion the King's 
AttJ Gen' had of the proofs may be guessed at in that lie batli never 
yet thought fit to bring the cause to hearing. 



Opart) 



Out of aU 
their shares 



200 



200 



t Shares of >The Lord Monmouth gave him for) -,_,^ 
Stepkins' 3^ part J " —■-" f***"" 



% moiety 

M' Goddard gave him for ^ - - , 
of the other moycty ( 

M' Dockwray for another Gf^ part ofl 
that moyety ) 

Capt" Bakcr,(') for introducing M^ 
Stepkins to the L** Monmouth, 
had to his own use gratia a 

moyety of the Remainder 

I M' Wybrants, according to the arti-' 

i clcs before mentioned, was to 

have for every j£100 in money 

And for every ilOO p' annum of^ 
lands recovered he was to have > 
in money J 



100 



{') Th« Mme whom Tuffo eomplAined of to Wjbruita. JIU having a ihnre in 
the recoTery of concealed ettstea Dnth«r tncreuei our rttp^t fur hu character nor 
addi to the Tilue of th> tcBlimooj which he gave m a witoeu on tho triali at Man- 
cheater- FerguaoD laji Mr. Tildeilej, one of iho Lwicaihiro geotrjr, w>« rulibiHl of 
a pone of gold b; Oiptain Baker and hii Dutch coadjulfln ; and that CajitaJD 
Baker waa one of the principal procnrera and (ubomen of witnawn io lupport 
ot lh» BcotehjiM.^ Lttttr U Sir John Trtnthard. 
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M' Lutwich, who was Clerk to tlie1 

CommisBioners at the taking | .(,qi), ^ 
of these inquisitions, was pro- f 

mised for his Share J 

This which is thus in short set down may suffice to shew a new 
and unprecedented method of Merchant adventuring, an unwonted 
way of a Stockjobhing traffic for estates, whilst but hoped for ; 
whether it was buying hope at a price, or counting chickens in the 
shell, or whatever it was, the prosecutions occasioned by it were 
not only very chargeable to soine of the purchasers, but very 
troublesome to the Gentlemen prosecuted. 

There were many diversely interested Persons, and such a diver- 
sity of shares, as that one was to have an hundred and eighth of 
another's third part. And the pretext was plausible — to obtain 
lands or monies appropriated to superstitious uses ; yet the man- 
ner of the ministers' passing or promising away such forfeitures 
as is before set forth was supplicatorily bcwayl'd as illegal ; as by 
the ensuing petition prepared to be presented is set forth. 



To the Right honor^ the Lords Commissioners of 

their Majestys' Treasury, 

Whereas upon suggestion of some persons to your Lordships 
that there were diverse Lands, Tenements, and sums of money in 
England and Wales heretofore given and appropriated to unlawfid 
and superstitious uses, and by the laws of this Realm they were 
forfeited to the Crown, your Lordships thought fit on behalf of 
their Majesties to grant authority to them (or some others) to 
prosecute for the same, whereupon two Commissions of Enquiry 
have been executed, and several lands and sums of money thereby 
found {and inquisitions accordingly returned) in the Counties of 
Lancaster and York by the evidence of three witnesses ; but foras- 
much as we doubt not but to prove to y Lordships that those 
witnesses have been suborned with the sum of £550 for giving 
their Testimony in the premises, and that they swear for a further 
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reward of £10 out of every £100 in mooey aud jfelOO out of every 
j6100 p' aQuum in Land which should be recovered by virtne of 
their oaths, which will appear by certain articles made on that 
behalf; aud for that we are advised by Counsel] that this method 
of proceeding is not warrantable by Law, therefore that theii- 
Majesties' subjects be no longer vexed nor your Lordships further 
imposed upon iu this matter, we hope your Lordships will take 
upon you the examination thereof to the cud no further counte- 
nance may be continued to persons of such undue practices, which 
(this assertion being made good) will be very inconsistent with the 
justice and usage of this honourable board. 



If the petitioners &om the order and Articles before recited had 
cause to complain of an undue procedure, the listing of witnesses 
and the pains that were afterwards taken against them gave them 
great reason in defence of their estates to enquire (amougst other 
things] who, and of what repute those witnesses were. And after- 
wards indeed (in defence of their lives) it proved fortunate for 
them that they had their Characters, some of which, had the wit- 
nesses had as much knowledge what to swear for the purpose, as 
they had front to swear home, the cause might probably have soon 
been brought to hearing. But if their aims therein were dis- 
appointed, it was but so much labour lost. They must go a new 
way to work — to swear such things as wou'd maintain an impeach- 
ment of those Gentlemen whose estates they had before been pro- 
secuting for, and to bring them and others to trj-al as capitally 
criminall. And this way won'd and did augment their numbers by 
taking in Protestants as well as Papists, and was in prospect a 
readier way to make sure of all the Gentlemen's estates whom 
they swear against. And thus the informers, with informations 
elaborately compiled against above 100'' persons, and so cautiously 
composed as not to tye up or exclude them from additional accu- 
sations of persons whom they might find and bo able to name and 
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^^^H set forth when they eomc to their papers, untilt they had gone ^ 


^^^H thro' the body of the nation, were 


brought before S' Jn" Trenchard 1 


^^^* one of the then principal Secretarya of State, and severally sworn | 


r to their Informations, viz : — 




^^^L The Ir^ormatim of John hunt 


[The Information of Mr. John 


^^^H Gentleman. 


hunt, given the 15M day of 




June, 1694. 




Prtnted from the Tru, HiOon. by B. K. 
P.S87. 

This Informant upon his oath 


■ "iSi"' This inforiti ant upon oath saith 

^^^L that when King James left the 


saith, that when King James left 


^^^H Kingdom upon the arrival of the 


the Kingdom upon the arrival of 


^^^^^ Prince of Orange, in the year 


the Prince of Orange, in the year 


^^^^1 1688, he, this informant, then 


1688, he this Informant went 


^^^^H went inuncdiately after him into 


then immediately after him into 


^^^^H FrancCj and at his arrival at 


Prance, and upon his arrival at 


^^^^H 8' Germains waa introduced to 


St. Germains, was introduced to 


^^H kiss his (the said King James's) 


kiss his (the said King James's) 


^^^H hand in his Closet by the Lords 


Hand in his Closet, by the Lords 


^^^^H Thomas and George Howard; 


Thomas and George Howard, 


^^^^H that from thence he was about 


that from thence he was about 


^^^H the beginning of March then 


the beginning of March then 


^^^H next following ordered with the 


next following, ordered with the 


^^^H rest of his Guards to go to Dub- 


rest of his Guards, to go for Dub- 


^^^^P lin, that immediately upon his 


lin, that immediately upon his 


^^^H arrival there about the latter end 


Arrival there about the latter end 




of May 1689, one Dr. Bromfeild 


^^^H came there also from England, 


came there also from England, 


^^^H C) 1° the True Hhtory b; R. K., it 


it said (p. 3) that Bromfield wm only m 


^^^^^P pretendod Quaker, but bo dexterous and bold a, countcrTcit that he was able to per- | 


^^^^H BoiuktethadUcipleDfiuiyBecl. Penii Uad 


brought tlie Quatcor cliiracter into favour 1 




1 the rouon that Bromfleld put on their 1 


^^^^^B garb. In his printed ezami nation, Lont 


■a will be B«ea, bring;! in Pena, whom be J 


^^^H ckUi « Mr, P«n the qnaker." 


J 
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expecting to meet his Majesty, 
and brought with him an account 
of the condition and readyncSB 
of his friends the Papists and 
Jacobites there, but more parti- 
cularly in London, Sussex, and 
Kent, and in Staffordshire, Lan- 
cashire, Cheshire, and Yorkshire, 
and from them all desiring his 
Majesty's commissions for the se- 
veral persons of quality hereafter 
named, with blanks fortheir infe- 
rior Officers, which accordingly 
his Majesty forthwith caused to 
be issued forth both in England 
and Scotland. And because 
Bromfield was so well known 
and it might be dangerous for 
him to come back himself, he 
desired the king to advise of a 
proper person or persons whom 
he might trust to bring them 
over and distribute them here in 
England according to his Ma- 
jesty's orders ; amongst others 
he this informant was recom- 
mended to him by my Lord 
Thomas Howard, who told him 
{the said King James) he wou'd 
engage life for life for him this 
informant that he wotdd not be- 
tray him in the service, and that 
if he were taken would rather 
die on the Spot Sec. Upon which 
this Informant waB sent for to mv 



expecting to meet his Majesty, 
and brought over with him an 
Account of the Condition and Be^ 
diuess of his Friends the Papists 
and Jacobites there, but more 
particularly in London, Sussex, 
and Kent, and in Staffordshire, 
Lancashire, Cheshire, and York- 
shire, and from them all desired 
of Itis Majesty Commissions for 
the several Persons of Quality 
hereafter named, with Blanks for 
their inferior Officers, which ac- 
cordingly the late King caused 
immediately to be issued forth, 
both for England and Scotland. 
And because Bromfeild was so 
well known, and it might be 
dangerous for blm to come back 
himself, he desired the King to 
advise of a proper Person or Per- 
sons, whom he might trust, to 
bring them over and distribute 
them here lu England, according 
to his Majesty's Orders; amongst 
others, he this Informant was re- 
commended to liim by my Lord 
Thomas Howard, who told him 
(the said King James) he would 
engage Life for Life for him this 
Informant, that he would not 
betray him in the Service, and 
that if he were taken would ra- 
ther die upon the spot. Upon 
which this Informant was sent 



M 
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Lord Melford'aC) office, where 
lie found my lA Thomas Ho- 
ward, D' Bromfield, and my 
Lord together in his closet, whi- 
ther he was carried to them, and 
then and there they asked this 
Informant whether he would 
venture to undertake to carry 
Declarations, Papers, and Com- 
missions and other things for his 
Majesty's service to England : 
they told him it was a hazardous 
thing, that he should think well 
of it, for if he should happen to 
be taken his life was certainly 
gone, but if he wou'd and did 
escape, he should be sure of (and 
they promised him in the King's 
name) very great preferments 
and rewards when the King 
should come into England, upon 
which he this Informant under- 
took it, and my Lord Melford 
gave his Majesty an account of 
it, whereupon to blind the busi- 
ness and to take off any thought 



for to my Lord Melfort's Office, 
where he found my Lord Thomas 
Howard, Dr. Bromfeild and my 
Lord together in his Closet, whi- 
ther he was carried to them, and 
then and there they asked this 
luformaut, Whether he would 
venture to undertake to carry 
Declarations, Papers and Com- 
missions, and other thiug:^ for his 
Majesty's Service to England? 
They told him it was a hazardous 
thing, that he should think well 
of it, for if he should happen to 
be taken his Life was certainly 
gone ; but if he would and did 
escape, he should be sure of (and 
they promised him in the King's 
Nome) very great Preferments, 
and Rewards, when the King 
should eome into England. Up- 
on which he this Informant 
undertook it, and my Lord 
Melfort gave an Account of it ; 
whereupon to blind the busi- 
ness, and to take off any Thought 



(') There wore two parties formod i 
would have engaged him to obligo hin 
the other vru still suggoatbg to Uin 
Bitter into ft treaty with liis subje< 



I King Jamet's court ; and while one of them 
sulf to prcserro the ancient laws of England, 
that it would be too mean a condescension to 
The two cabals were headed b; Aliddleton 



and Alelford, who enjoyed their maater'a favour hy turns, and were snceoBBivaljr 
entnuted with the management of hia affairs according to Cha variety of his circam- 
stances. When be fancied liiniself in a condition to subdue the nation b; force, 
Melford was hia favourite ; bat when the posture of bis atfain obliged bim to have 
recoune to flattorj and oomplaisande, Middleton was the principal director of his 
coanMb. — Or. Abbftdie** Zriflory o/(A« lal* CDtMjijraDy, pp. 67, 68. 
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of his this Informant being em- 
ployed or sent any where, my 
L^ Melfort told him the King 
had thought fit to order the offi- 
cer of the Guards (wlio was a 
Frenchman) to cashire him, and 
he Diiglit say to any one that 
asked him the reason, that he 
knew none, but was resolved to 
get his pass as soon as he cou'd, 
and go for England. About a 
week after this all things were 
got ready both for England and 
Scotland, and one M' Trelfall of 
the Ashes in Goosnargh in Lan- 
cashire aud this Informant were 
dispatched for England, and one 
M' Gordon that was this infor- 
mants Comrade, and cashiered 
as he was, went for Scotland. 

This Informant and M' Trel- 
fall brought with tliera Decla- 
rations, Commissions, and other 
Papers, and landed at Cockeram 
within four miles of Lancaster 
in or about the month of June or 
the beginning of July 1689. Up- 
on our landing we had like to 
have been wholly surprised by 
some Custom House Officers, 
but we escaped and brought ofl' 
the most material] of our busi- 
ness, only lost tome blanks and 
one of the King's Declaratiotts, 
four case of Pistols of this Infor- 



of this Informant's being im- 
ploy'd or sent any where, my 
Lord McIfort told him, the King 
had thought fit to order the Of- 
ficer of the Guards (who was a 
Frenchman) to casheer himj and 
that he might say to any one that 
asked him the reason, that he 
knew none, but was resolved to 
get his Pass as soon as he could, 
and go for England. About a 
Week after this, all things were 
got ready both for England and 
Scotland, and one Mr. Thrillfall 
of the Ashes in Goosner in Lan- 
cashire Gentleman, and this 
Informant were dispatched for 
England, and one Mr. Gourdon 
(who was this Informant's Com- 
rade, and cashiered as he was) 
went for Scotland. This Infor- 
mant and Mr. Thrillfall brought 
with them Declarations, Com- 
missions aud other Papers, and 
Landed at Cockram within four 
Miles of Lancaster, in or about 
the beginning of June 1689, 
upon our Landing we had like to 
have been wholly surprized by 
some Custom house Officers, but 
we escaped and brought off the 
most Material of our Business, 
only lost some Commissions, 
Blanks and one of the King's 
Declarations, two Case of Pistols 
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mant's that the King gave him, 
and some Cloths of this Infor- 
mant's &c. The Commissions 
and most of the Blanks and se- 
veral bundles were saved, and 
this Informant delivered them aa 
fast as he cou'd one after another 
as followeth, viz. in 

Lancashire- 

To my Lord MoUneux's Son 
William a Colonel's Commission 
for a Regiment of Horse with 
blanks for all his inferior Officers 
to be filled up as he should think 
fitt. 

To Thomas Tildealey Esq. the 
like for a Eegimcnt of Dragoons. 

To Dalton of Thornham 

Esq, the like for Dragoons, 

To Slierbourue of Stoni- 

hurst Esq, the like for Horse. 

To Townley of Townley 

Esq. the like for Horse. 

Protert. To Girlingtouof Girling- 

ton Esq, a Colonel's Commis- 
sion. 

To Westby of Moubrick the 
like for Dragoons. 

This Informant further saith 
that he delivered the Lord Mo- 
liueux himself a paper of in- 
stmctions, where amongst other 
things he was to be Governor of 
Liverpool, and this Informant 



of this Informants, that the King 
gave him, and some Clothes of 
this Informant's &c. The great- 
est part of the Commissions and 
most of the Blanks in several 
Bundles were saved ; and this 
Informant deUvered them as fast 
as he could one after another as 
followeth, viz. in 

Lancashire, 

To my Lord Molyneux's Son 
William a Colonel's Commission 
for a Regiment of Horse, with 
Blanks for all his Inferior Offi- 
cers to be filled up as he should 
think fit. 

To Thomas Tildesley Esq; the 
like for a Regiment of Dragoons. 

To Dalton of Thumham, 

Esq. the like for Dragoons, 

To Sherboum of Stony- 
hurst Esq; the Uke for Horse. 

To - — - Townley of Townley 
Esq; the like for Horse 

To Girlingtou of Girling- 

ton Esq; a Colonel's Commis- 
sion, 

To Westby of Mobrick 

Esqj the Uke for Dragoons, 

This Informant farther saith, 
that he deUvered my Lord Mo- 
lyneus himself a Paper of In- 
structions, where amongst other 
things. He was to be Govemour 
of Liverpool ; and this Informant 
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took notice of it because my 
Lord Melfort and D' Broratield 
both told him (this loformant) so 
and shewed it him ia the paper 
before they seal'd it. 

CaE§UIBE. 

Protut. To Lcgh of Lyme Esq. 

& Colonel's Commission with 
Blanks for his inferior Officers. 
Protort. To Sir Tho" Stanley of Alder- 
ley the like for Horse. 
Protest. To — — Cholmondcley of Vale 
Royall the like for Ilorae. 

To Sir Roland Stanley the like 
for Horse. 

To Biy L'* Brndenel a Colo- 
nel's Coraraission for Horse with 
Blanks for his inferior Officers. 

To Sir Throgmortou the 

like for Horse. 

This Informant further says, 
that to these 2 last Gentlemen 
above written he delivered four 
other Colonels' Commissions for 
four Gentlemen whose names he 
was not to know, because as he 
did then conceive they were Pro- 
testants, for they told him (this 
Informant) they were honest 
Gentlemen and Protestants. 

The Informant proceeds fur- 
tlier in the business, and pre- 
tends he brought Commissions, 
Bundles, and Papers to other 
(uiiosDt. Gentlemen in London and York, 



took notice of it, because my 
Lord Melfort, and Dr. Bromfeild 
both told bim, this Informant 
saw and showed it him in the 
Paper before they Sealed it. 
CiiEBHmB. 

To Peter Legh of Lime Esq; proieniiuit 
a Colonel's Commission, with 
Blanks for his Inferior Officers. 

To Sir Thomas Stanley of Al- PrateBtant. 
dersley, the like for Horse. 

To Mr. Cbumley of Vale- proi^iant. 
Royal, the like for Horse. 

To Sir Rowland Stanley, the 
like for Horse. 

To my Lord Brudenell a Colo- 
nel's Commission for Horse, with 
Blanks for his Inferior Officers. 

To Sir Throgmorton, the 

like for Horse, 

This Informant farther saith. 
That to these two Gentlemen 
last above written, he delivered 
four other Colonels' Commissions 
for four Gentlemen whose Names 
he was not to know, because (as 
he did then conceive) they were 
Protestants; for they told him 
this Informant, they were honest 
Gentlemen and Protestants. 

Besides all these before men- 
tioned this Informant delivered 
to one Mr. Jackson in Castle- 
street near the Me use two 
Bundles of Commissions, with a 
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and that M' Trelfall undertook 
to deliver them; but as they 
have little or no connection with 
the Lancashire business, shall 
pass them over. 

This Informant says he him- 
self, thro' the accusation of the 
Ca^/ain(') who brought him over, 
was made a prisoner some time, 
but admitted to baile, and in the 
beginning of the year 1691, by 
order of Colli Tildesley, CoU' 
Townley, Coll' Molineus, M' 
Gerard, Coll' Dalton and others, 
enlisted Men to serve under the 
aforesaid Gentlemen. 

£. 8. d. 

69 Men at 1..] 

" 3Do. at 2.. 

1 a Serjt 3.. 

He likewise says he listed for 
them with their order before and 
since the said year 1691, to the 
number of at least 500 Men. 

Tlie Informant swears he was 
sent to Ireland by the above 
Gentlemen to King James, and 
returned and brought intelli- 
gence that they might expect 
him (the said King James) the 
Spring following. 

This Informant swears he cn- 



. each. 



1..0 



King's Declaration, and two 
other Papers Sealed up with each 
with Orders to deliver one of 
them with a Declaration and 
Sealed Papers immediately to my 
Lord Griffin, and the other to 
Mr. W. Pen the Quaker, which 
this Informant supposes he did; 
for in his sight he took Coach, 
and said he would. 

And besides all these, which 
he this Informant so as aforesaid 
delivered, Mr. Thrilfall imder- 
took to deliver several Bundles 
of the same to several Gentle- 
men in York-shire, 

This Informant farther saith. 
That every Colonel had with his 
Commission Blanks for double 
his Inferior Officers, and that all 
the Colonels had the liberty to 
raise Foot, Horse, or Dragoons ; 
but Horse was more especially 
recommended. 

Tliis Informant farther saith, 
That after the dispatch of these 
Commissions, and other Busi- 
ness, he had the ill luck to be 
made a Prisoner for a consider- 
able time upon the Accusation 
of the Captain that brought him 
over out of Ireland. 



{■) This u a vfry uncaodid aevaunt of tlio matter. The witness Lunt and Mr. 
Abbott were Bcttlall; in prieoo in Coventry gaol charged with treasonable practieea, 
when tiiey were seen hj Cbarlci CawBon in tbe manner dcBcribed in the Tnl4 ■ 
HUtory, p. 33. 



i^^^ 


^^^M 


gaged in a plot to assassinate 


This Informant farther saith, ^^^^| 


King WUliatn, but this he says 


That during the time he was ^^^H 


miscarried. That in- the year 


a Prisoner under Bail, that is ^^^^H 


169.1 be was at Dunkenhalgh, 


to say, about the beginning of ^^^^H 


the scat of Coll' Walmealey, 


the year 1601, he this Informant ^^^^H 


wliere were present the above 


by the Order of Colonel Tildes- ^^^^^ 


Gentlemen and others to the 


ley. Col. Townley, Col. William ^^^1 


nnmbcr of 30 or 40, &c. 


MolyneuT, Mr. Gerrard, Col. ^^^H 


He swears against others in 


Dalton and others, listed in ^^^^^H 


Loudon who Itad bought horses 


London several Men for Soldiers ^^^H 


and arras. — Names as per Ma- 


to serve as Horse or Dragoons, ^^^^^H 


nuscript. 


to be under the Command of the ^^^H 


#«Kh leej. Swears against others who be 


said Colonels, or any other as ^^^^H 


says were Commanders of men 


they should dispose of them to. ^^^^H 


of war and in King James's in- 


Here he names about a bun- 1^^^^^| 


terest. 


dred of the Soldiers Listed, and ^^^^^M 


qB*e, IGB3. Swears against other Lords 


the Fay they were to receive. ^^^^| 


and Gentlemen. 


This Informant farther saith, ^^^^^H 


Ifaj 18M. He the Informant swears he 


That being discharged of his ^^^^| 


can take any body to places in 


Imprisonment iu the Month of ^^^^| 


Staffordshire, Yorkshire, Lanca- 


November 1691, he this Infor- ^^^H 


shire and Cheshire where arms 


mant was desired by several of ^^^^^| 


are lodged &c. 


the Gentlemen, that he had de- ^^^^| 


Jn" Lunt. 


livered the Commissions afore- ^^^^^H 




said to, viz. Lord IMolyneux, ^^^^H 


1 Jurat. 27" die Junij 


Col. Molyneux his Son, Sir ^^^H 


1 1694 coram me 


William Gerrard and his Son, ^^^^| 


1 J. Trenchard.C) 


Mr. Dickinson of Wrightiugton, ^^^^| 


f 


John Harrington of Ueighton- ^^^^| 


hay. Esq; Col. Townley, Col. Tildesley, Col. Dalton, and others, ^^^H 


(■) Thii is that Sir John Trenchftrd, Secretary of 8tato, who about tUs time wai ^^^H 




suipected of availing themtclvos of their poaition to coa^ej iotelligence to the king's ^^^^| 


' enerniei, Jo a ^ntleman who tiinted to 


him hif aiispicions on tliia subject, the ^^^^H 


leeretary said, it was become DecesBar; in 


the present juncture of ftfFaira, and there ^^^H 


wai DO vay to make the king etuj withoat it. The gentleman, who had known Sir ^^^^M 
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to go into France to give King James an Account in what condition 
tliey were, and to bring his Majesty's Commands, how they might 

John Trenchard wlien be wiu proscribed Tor hig ie«l in tbe coaritry intereat, replied. 
That WDi not always }our apioioD, Sir John. No, bsjh Mr. Secretary, l)ut I see 
with otber e;cii now. And praj Sir, replied the gentlemun, which of jour eyea 
were better, those you ww with tan years agD or thoieyouaee with now l—Oldmiion^ 
Tol. iii. p. 88. Pouibly the change in Sir Jobn's viiion wu eifected by his being 
excepted in King James's offers of pardon contained in his declaration published in 
IGSS. — Oldmixon, vol. iii. p. 72. Sir John Trenebard'a life must bave been a most 
ehftDgeful one. He was of tbe Middio Temple, and a Seijenot ot Law, and in 1680 
he waa a member of parliament, and freqaently apo1<D in the house. In the &1SS. 
of Qoeen'a Coll. Oxford, there is a lengthy speech of his made on the 15th November 
in that year, on tbe ojatioo of Sir Wiiliam Jones againiit the Judges on tbe charge 
of imposing eiorbitant fines for trivial olfenves, &e., in which he concludes as fol- 
lows : " Let us aettle a eommittee to enquire into their crimes, and not fail uf doing 
justieo upon them that have ]ierverted it, let us purgathe fountain, and the straama 
will issue pure." In 1GS8 bo was M.F. for Thetford. In 1(169 bo was cbief justice 
of Chester. Ho was great nephew of the Jobn Trencbard who in IG48 and 16S2 
took part with the regicides, and signed various papers said to be in tbe eoUection 
of the lata Josiah Trench of Windsor. In tbe yotei and Qutriei for If ay 1852, 
corrected the following month, there is set forth at length a general pardon granted 
to him b; King James II. on 17th December 1 GS7. — Notai and (iutriii, June 19th 
1852, p. 533. A writer in the No. of this date saya the pardon was in 1686. It 
appears that William Penn waa the mediator between Trenchard and the King, 
and he transcribes this statement from Sir. Ilepworth Diioa's Life of Penn, p. 27S. 
Lawton, a yonng man of parts and spirit, bad attracted Penn'a notice ; in politica 
he wu a state whig, and it was at his instance that be had brared the king's frown 
by uking a pardon for Aaron Smith. One day over their wine at Popples, where 
Penn had carried Lawton to dine, he said to his host, " I bavo brought you such a 
man as you never saw before ; for I have ju^t now asked him, how I might do aome- 
thing for himself, atid be has desired roe to obtain a pardon for another man I I 
wilt do that if I can ; but," he added, turning to Lnwton, " I should be glad if thon 
wilt think of some kindness for thyself," " Ah," said Lawton, after a moment's 
thongbl, " I can toll you how you might prolong my life." "How so I" returned 
the mediator, " I am no physician." Lawton answered, " Thero is Jack Trenchard 
in exile ; if yon could get leave for bira to come home with safety and honour, 
tbe drinking of a bottle now and then with Jack would make me so cheerful that it 
would prolong my life." They laughed at tho pleasantry, and Penn promiied to do 
what be could. He went away to the lord chancellor, got bim to join in tbe solici- 
tation, and in a few days tbe future secretary was pardoned and allowed to retuni 
to England. It appears also from Mr. Dixon's narrativo that Trenchard was 
employed by Penn to diasuade James from hia bigoted and violent course, and that 
he hod intorviewi with tbe king for this purpose. There is a biographical notice 
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be serviceable to him, which this Informant did, and gave his 
Majesty the said Account. He the said King James commanded 
him to return for England, and then amongst other things, that he 
this Informant should tell them from him that he did not doubt 
but in the Spring following to be in a condition to come for 
England ; And at this Informant's coming away, he was ordered 
by my Lord Melfort himself to go to Captain Griffith in tlie Meusc, 
as soon as he this Informant should come to London, and dehver 
him the said Griffith a Paper from Ms Lordship. It was Sealed, and 
this Informant did not know what it was, but he was to advise and 
receive Orders from him the said Captain Griffith. This Informant 
saith, that he arrived in London about the latter end of December 
1691, and that he went immediately to Captain GriHith, and de- 
livered him the said Paper, and that the said Griffith read the said 
Paper, and told him this Informant, he did not queatiou but this 
Business, meaning that in the Paper, mentioned, as this luformant 
then supposed, will be accomplished in a little time, and then he 
disclosed to this Informant what it was he meant, which was the 
cutting off of the Prince of Orange at some proper time when he 
was a Hunting; and then be put it to this Informant, Whether 
he was willing to make one, and be concerned in it. This Infor- 
mant first desired to know the Persons engaged in it. He the said 
Griffith then told him, he was not to tell him tlicir Names, but he 
would at any time bring this Informant into the Company of seve- 
ral of them that were engaged in it, and about two days after this 
Informant came to him agaiu and went with him into the Compauy 
of several Gentlemen at the Qucens-bcod in White- Hart- Yard in 
the Strand, where, and with whom, the said Captain Griffith and 
this Informant discoursed the Method of doing it, and all(') agreed, 

and tiro portnutB of Sir Jaha Trenrhard in ItQtchen'B Dorittihiri. l\e had txioii 
engaged in .Monmoutli'a rebelLon, and it ii said that he was at dinner with Mr. 
Witliam Speke, at llminiter, when the newt arrived of Monmoath'a defeat at 
Sedgiuoor. Speke waa ihortly oftenrardt hanged l>efore hiii own door, whjlit at 
the aaiDo time Trenchard, having ie<?Rted liimself, had the good fertune to be em- 
barking for the Continent. Sir John Trenchsrd died in 1694 at the age of fortj-rii. 
(■) In Iiii eridcne*^ on the trial he doei not mention tliat be wu concerned in thii 



it was to be easiest done when he should be a hunting, or some 
time late when he went to, or came from, Kcnsingtou. 

This Informant ssiith, there was in Company at that time about 
Nine or Ten, three or four, or more of them this Informant knew, 
three of which are since dead. Captain Griffith then told this 
Informant and the Company, he had about Sixty brave Fellows 
engaged in the Busincsa, who he did not at all doubt but would 
one way or other effect it. Several of the principal of tliero, as 
WhitneyC) the High-way Man, and several others happened to be 
sometime after taken and secured, which was the only reason that 
this Informant knows of, that it was not attempted. 

This Informant farther saith. That about the same time above- 
said, that he this Informant came last out of France, viz. about the 
latter end of December 1691, there came several English Gentle- 
men of anality, viz., Lord Stafford, Afr. Stafford, Col. Parker, Col. 
Walmcslcy, a French Lieu tenant -General, whose Name this Infor- 
mant doth not remember, and others with Commissions, Declara- 
tions, Grants and Patents for themselves and others, and for their 
Inferior Officers from King James. 

This Informant farther saith, that in the Months of March and 
April 1692, he this Informant was imployed by, and assisting to, 
several private Gentlemen and Tradesmen in or about London to 
list Men, buy Horses, Arms and Sadies, and that the said Men, 
Horses and Arms, were to be imployed in the Service of the late 
King James. (*) 

And this Informant farther saith. That by the Defeat of the 
French Fleet their design of Rising being wholly disappointed, 
they fell upon other measures, and this Informant remained in 
several parts of this Kingdom, and was at several of the like Meet- 



(') There uanucount of thig person in JahiuoD'aLit>«o///(9Au>aynwn (p. 331), 
bnt, •TDongit bis man; crimea, there it no mention of hii being aiiipeeted or BOcnBcd 
either of murder or 107 share in the asiatainklioli plot, lie h Bud to have been 
executed on the I9tb December 1694. 

(*) Thia part of the itatoment, eTon if true. Is no evidence ftgunst the lAoeubire 
gentlemen, but, true or false, it is too vague and too general to be rebutted. 
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lags as aforesaid, until the last Summer, aod then about July 1693, 
was desired with some others to go to Prance by several of the 
Gentlemen, that this luformant has before mentioned, to have 
delivered Commissions to iu Lancashire, that is to say, by my Lord 
Molyneux, Coi. Molyncux, Sir William Gerrard, Mr. Gerrard, Mr. 
Standish, Mr. Dickinson, Col. Townley, and several others of that 
Country to give the King an Account of the Condition they were 
in, and to bring them back an Account of what hopes, and when 
he thought he should be in a condition to come for England ; and 
this Informant went accordingly to St. Germains, and spake with 
the King, and delivered him what he had in charge from the Gen- 
tlemen in England, and my Lord Melfort, being at that time with 
the King in his Closet, bid him this Informant go to Captain 
Griffith, who was then at St. Germains ; the Captain ordered him 
this Informant to speak with Dr. Bromfeild, who told him this 
Informant when he came to him, that if he would undertake to 
carry a Signet with him into England, and show it to such Persons 
as he would direct him this Informant to, that were concerned iu a 
Design,(') and would engage to make one with them in the same, he 
this Informant should receive the same Reward that was intended 
for them ; which design he then told him this Informant, was to 
cut off the Prince of Orange by any such way or means that the 
Undertakers amongst themselves, when they came together, should 
agree upon ; Whereupon he this Informant promised and engaged 
to them the said Bromfeild and Griffith to make one in the Busi- 
ness; and was then forthwith dispatched with the Signet, and 
other Matters for England ; where he arrived and landed at Dover 
in December last, and there he this Informant met with those, 
that the said Dr. Bromfeild and Captain Griffith had directed him 
to, which were, ^iz. Captain Nowell, Captain Walton, Mr. Pepper, 
Mr. Preston and Captain Roberts, who were in the Design of cut- 
ting off the Prince of Orange, as this Informant was told ; and that 



(') The iritneis do«i not even tlleg* that the Luieuhire geDtlemin « 
to thii detign. 
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there were in all Sixteen Persons concerned, but there he this In- 
formant met Four of them only, who were as followeth, Captain 
Nowell, Serjeant of the Admiralty, and one of the Principal Gun- 
ners, as this Informant was told, who told him this Informant, He 
had hia Son and two more ready for the occasion ; Captain Walton 
of Foulston, a Custom house Officer there, who told him this 
Informant, he had Six mote engaged in the Business, who with us 
together, he said, Walton was very confident might in a Month or 
two's time do the Business effectually with little hazard. Mr. 
Pepper of Dover, a Custom house Officer as this Informant was 
told, or some place there worth about Three hundred Pounds per 
Annum, and Mr. Preston of Feversham, one of the Militia Officers 
were the other Two of the Four before mentioned. 

This Informant farther saith. That the said Dr. Bromfeild and 
Captain Griffith did order this Informant to assure the said Nowell, 
Walton, Pepper and Preston from them, and in the Kings Name, 
that every one concerned in the Action should have the Reward of 
Five hundred Pounds per annum each, which was the same made 
to him at St. Gerraaius by the said Dr. Bromfeild and Captain 
Griffith i and my Lord Melfort told him this Informant, after he 
had kissed the King's liand, and was coming down Stairs, That if 
the Design that Griffith and Bromfeild had engaged him this 
Informant in, took effect, the King would soon be in England. (') 

Upon this he this Informant cnme for England, and in travelling, 
being somewhat troubled in his thoughts with what he had under- 
taken, he called upon several Priests that were his Friends and 
Acquaintance (and Relations) in France, as he came along, and 
did, tho' not in plain terms, acquaint them with what he this 
Informant was engaged in, some were positively against it as dam- 
nable, and others for it as meritorious, which difference amongst 
them gave him this Informant more disturbance ; so that as soon 
as he come into England he resolved not to be one in it, and to 



(') Compue this witli the account which the witness gare of the same traJuaction 
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prevent it, if he could ; but this lofonaant did not resolve then to 
discover it, until he was perswaded thereunto by a Friend (TaiFe'), 
by whom after he had often times discoursed the Matter with him, 
he this Informant was at length prevailed with to discover it. 

This Informant further saith, that being at St. Gennaine in the 
Months of October and November 1693, the Lord Melfort, Capt. 
Griffith and some others then told him this Informant, that there 
was a Design laid by their Friends the Protestants, engag'd with 
the Roman Catholic? there for the seizing tlie Tower of London, 
Tilbury Fort, Shemcss, the Ports and Coasts, &c. the Manner, viz. 
That some of the Officers within the Tower, who were sure and 
firm to King James's Interest, whose Names tliis Informant know- 
eth not, they being kept as a Secret to the Cliiefs only, were to be 
ready to receive several Gentlemen and others that were to pass as 
private Persons, some in the Elabit of private Gentlemen, with 
good private Arms, others with the same Habit as the Horse 
Guards do wear, and others in the Habit of Foot-Soldiers all arm'd 
accordingly, and some like plain Country Men, until there was a 
sufficient Number with the help of those within, to have secuyd 
the Gate and Bridge, when on a Signal given, those without, who 
were in great numbers to have been lodg'd about the Tower Hill, 
St. Katherines, East-Smithfield, Thames-Street and Places adja- 
cent, a great many that were to he walking carelessly about the 
Gates and upon the Wliarf provided for that Purpose, who were to 
have made for the Gates, secured the Guns and all within, by cut- 
ting them off, and making them Prisoners ; and for Tilbury Fort 
by the help of some within much after the same Manner, and that 
for Shemess, they did not doubt but to have secured by some 
Officers of the Fleet, and for the Ports of Dover and Foulston and 
the Coast upon Rumney-Mash, those they said were undertaken to 
be made theirs by those Officers of King William, that this Infor- 
mant hath named above, viz. Nowell and the rest, with the Corre- 
spondenta they pretended to have in those Parts, and that Hull 

(■) Bat no tin trUl b« oeTer ohm 
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also, aud all those parts in the North, 



; at the aame time pro- 



vided for in the like Manner, 

This Informant farther saith, that some time after his arrival at 
London, which was in December 1693, he was at a Meeting at the 
Queen's Head iu white Hart-Yard in the Strand, where was the 

Lord Griffin, the Lord Baltimore, the Lord P was gone before 

this Informant came there, the rest this Informant saw there, and 
Capt. Tozier, Mr. Whitefield, Mr. Tasbrough, Mr. Kingsley and 
some other Gentlemen, told this Informant, they had consulted 
and agreed of the Method abovesaid, with those Lords, for the 
securing the Tower and other I'laces, and that there would be no 
doubt of accomplishing it, kc. with a great deal of ease, but still 
that they said the Lords and Gentlemen had a great dependence 
and assurance from those Gentlemen and others in Commission as 
aforesaid ; for that they were well assur'd they had an Army listed 
and Oflicer'd and ready well jVrm'd and Aceoutr'd at all Points 
at twenty four Hours' warning, to the Number of at leaat thirty 
Thousand Horse, Foot and Dragoons in the North Parts, beside^ 
those here, in aud about London and the Parts adjacent, which 
were under the Command, Care and Conduct of Lord Fe***m, 
Lord Griffin, Coll. Griffin his Son, Col. Porter, Col. Holman, Coll. 
Sir William Go**g, Coll. Bernard H**d, CoU. T**n, Lieut. Coll. 
B*8 and some others. 

This Informant farther saith, that in March last, about the 
middle or latter end of that Month, he this Informant was at a 
Meeting, at my Lord Str c's of about twelve or sixteen Pro- 
testant and Popish Gentlemen, some of which this Informant 
knew, as Mr. Basteeu of Dover, Capt. Roberts, Dr. Clark, Mr. Lee, 

Capt. that lives two Miles from Sir Bazill Dixwells. The 

Meeting was to consider and agree to be all ready for securing that 
Country and the Ports and Coasts there, upon any Occasion for 
the King's Landing or otherwise, and to compute what their 
Strength they might depend upon might amount unto, and it was 
then agreed amongst themselves, that they had between five and 
six thousand Men well Arm'd and Diaciplin'd, besides what they 
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iniglit rcaBouahiy expect would come iu upon tlieir rising, whose 
Number they did not doubt would be very considerable. 

This Informaut farther saith, that in his frequent passing to and 
again from the Ports to and from London at his Inn in Rochester, 
kept by one Alderman Cross of that City, he was well known to 
him the said Cross, who several Times and Nights that he has lain 
in his House, did introduce him this Informant into the Company 
of several Commanders, who being by liim the said Cross satisfy'd 
what this Informaut was, were estreamly civil and kind to this 
Informant, entertaining him and inviteing him Aboard their Ships 
and other way 8, 

And this Informant saith, that in December last, he did bring 
from my Lord Mclfort, a Paper seal'd to that Inn-Keeper, this 
Informant did not sec what was in it, but he the said Cross told 
this Informant, that it was for some honest Gentlemen that did 
belong to the Sea, 

This Informant further saith, that about six Weeks since Capt. 
Tozier and Mr. Kingsley, a Gentleman that then lately came from 
St. Germains, told this Informant, Mr. Whitefield and another, 
Mr. Kiugsley being present, that since there was an Account given 
there, that the late Kentish Design upon the Life of King William, 
was by some Traytor or other prevented ; it was there resolv'd to 
try another way upon him in Flander8,(i) which was by causing 
several resolv'd Gentlemen and others of the English, Scotch and 
Irish Nations, and some French of seeming (iuality, to desert 
from the French Army in Flanders as early this Campaign as 
they could, that would undertake to watch and take the first Op- 
portunity they could in their several Posts, to attempt upon his 
Life. 

This Informant further saith, that he is very sure, that be this 
Informant can point to, and carry any Body, to the very Place, 
some he believes in or near the Town, but more particidarly in 
several parts of Yorkshire, Lancashire, Staflbrdshire and Cheshire, 

(') Nons of the Luicusliire geatlemeti were compromiied by this evidence. 
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where there were, and tliis Informant is very confident yet are, 
lodg'd, secur'd and kept great Quantities of Arms and Warlike 
Equipage of all Sorts, with great Numbers of Horses fit for Ser- 
vice. And this Informant saith, that if he were Authorized(') and 
Impower'd thereunto, he this Informant would undertake to Seize 
and Secure them.] 



George Wilson swears to the 
truth of what Lunt had sworn 
before, &c. ; relates the afore- 
mentioned Liuit'a information as 
being eye witness. 

George Wilson. 

Jurat, die Junij 1 649 
coram me 

J. Trenchard. 



[TTie It^ormation of George 
fVihon. 

From the True Hiitoty, by R. K.. p. MS. 

This Informant upon his Oath 
saith, that in or about the Month 
of April 1689, one Doctor Brom- 
feild came to William Fitzherbcrt 
Esq; at Wapra near West-Ches- 
ter in I'Untshire, where he said 
Bromfield lay concealed for some 
time for a Passage into Ireland, 
from whence he was recom- 
mended to this Informant to assist him, who then liv'd near the 
Sea-side, at a Place called Redland, where after the said Brom- 
field had stay'd about a Week ; this Informant did assist him in 
buying of a Boat of about 25 Tun, which said Boat being victuall'd 
and ready to sail, was seiz'd by Mr. Morston, and Bromfeild 
escap'd to Mr. Crosby's in Lancashire, from whence by the Assis- 
tance of Mr, Peirce Morston [Moston], Mr. Wynn of Gop,(') 
Mr. Lloyd of Greith [Grwch], Mr. Robert Brierwood of West 
Cheater, Mr. Geoi^e Pennant, Mr. Pue [Pugli] of Pendall, and 
this Informant, he afterwards got over in a open Boat. 

This Informant farther saith, that being search'd for by Troopers 
from West Chester, and other Soldiers, and by the Civil Officers of 
the Country, was forc'd to leave his House and Family, and hid 
himself in the Woods for many Days, and could never retnm to 

(') lie aderwirdf obtaioed such authority, luid used it raoat unvftiratitsbl;. 

(') Near Nowmarkct, in Flintshire. 
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Ilia House &g&in ; Lut got into Lancashire, whither his Wife and 
Family follow'd him, where lie this Informant was receiv'd and 
entertained by my Lord Molynenx, Coll. Tildesley, Mr. Standish 
of Standish, Sir Rowland Stanley, Sir James Pool, Sir William 
Genrard, Coll. Townley and others ; sometime at the House of one 
Gentleman, and sometimes at another's. 

This Informant saith, that about Midsummer, 1689, he this 
Informant and others were directed by the Gentlemen aforesaid, 
and others, to look out about the Sea-coasts thereabouts, for any 
Gentlemen that should arrive from Ireland ; for at that time he 
this Informant was told they expected some Friends and News 
from Ireland, which he this Informant did, and about the begin- 
ning of June 1689, Mr. Edmund Thrillfall of the Ashes in Goosner; 
and one Mr. Lunt arrived at Cockram, and came immediately to 
Col. Tildesley's with several Bundles of Papers, where this Infor- 
mant was then attending their coming, &c. 

This Informant saith, that upon their coming to the said CoU. 
Tildesley's, the said Thrillfall and Mr. Lunt, immediately open'd 
their Cloakbag3,(') and took out several Commissions, Declarations, 
Blanks and seal'd Papers from King James, to several Persona and 
Gentlemen of Quality in that Country and Yorkshire and divided 
them ; those for Yorkshire Mr, Thrilfall put up, and undertook to 
deliver, and had a Guide immediately provided; the others for 
Laucashire, Cheshire, StaSbrdshire and Parts thereabouts, Mr, Lunt 
took to himself to deliver ; and had this Informant with him from 
Place to Place to Guide(5) and Assist him in the Delivery of them, 
and after they had left and deliver'd to Coll. Tildesley his Com- 
mission for being a Collonel (which he the said Coll. receiv'd upon 
his Knees and kiss'd it) with the Blanks for his inferiour Officers, 



(') In ths evidence of the sailon notliing is said of tbeir haTing cloke bags when 
tbe; came Mbore ! hut on the trial Mr. Lunt iwor« that they brought on shore a 
trunk which the; emptied of ite contents and aft«r«llrda left in a ditch. Tbe 
oloks bags might h&re been in the trunk. 

('} On the triftl lie never nainoa the witness Wilson as bis guide, though ha men- 
tions having one. 
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they proceededC) and went to the Lord Molyneux his House, and 
deliver'd one Collonels Cornraission to Mr. William Molyneux his 
Son for a Regiment of Horse, with Blanks for his infcriour Officers ; 
he the said Coll. Molyneux immediately filling that Blank for the 
Lieutenant-Collonel, delivcr'd it in the I'rcsence of this Informant 
to Mr. William Gcrrard, who was with the said Coll. Molyneux 
when this Informant and Mr. Lunt came in. 

This Informant further saith, that lie this Informant was present, 
and did see Mr. Lunt deliver to Mr. Shcrboum of Stonyhurat, a 
CoUonel's Commission with Blanks as aforesaid for a Begiment of 
Horse. 

To Mr. Townley of Townley the like for Horse. 

To Mr. Girlinton of Girlington Esq; a CoUonel's Commission. 

To Mr. Westby of Mobrick Esq; the like for Dragoons, 

To Mr. Legh of Lyme Esq; a CoUonel's Commissiou with Blanks 
as aforesaid. 

To Sir Tho. Stanley of Alderley the like for Horse. 

To Mr. Chumley(^) of Vale Boyal the like for Horse, &e. 

To Sir Rowland Stanley the like for Horse, &c. 

To Sir Robert Throgmorton the like for Horse, &c. 

To Sir Henry Tichboum he being then at the Lord Molyneux's 
the like for Horse. 

To Sit — — Giffard of ChiUington the like for Horse. 

To Sir James Symmons of Ashton in Staffiirdshire, the like for 
Horse. 

This Informant saith, that he also saw Sir Robert Throgmorton 
fiU up a Lieutenant CoUonel's Commission to his own Regiment, 
and deliver to one Sir Charles Neale, who accepted the same, and 
kiss'd it upon his Knees. 

And that he this Informant also was present, and saw Sir James 
Symmons deliver a Captain's Commission to Mr. William Fowler 
of St. Thomas near Stafford. 

{') By night, aeconiing to Limt's ovidoneo oa tUe trial, wlicro they found all the 
conapiraton auembled, vhicb ii very different from the aceonnt hero given. 
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And also when Sir Thomaa Gifford deliver'd a Captain's Com- 
mission to Mr, Augustin Gilford, and also to Capt. Gowre the like 
Captain's Commission, and to Bazil Brooks Esq; the like Captain's 
Commission, and to Mr. John Purse! a Cornet's Commission, and 
to Thomas Pursell a Warrant for Quarter Master, and to Keveral 
other inferior Officers and the several Collonels aforesaid. 

This Informant saith, tliat all these CoUonels' Commissions with 
the Blanks as aforesaid, were deliver'd by Mr. Lunt in the presence 
of this Informant : And this Informant aailh, he knows they were 
such Commissions, because be saw them and beard most of them 
read at the time of the delivery to tliem. And for the Lieutenant 
CoUonel and other infcriour Officers' Commissions, be this Infor- 
mant saw most of tbcm fill'd up by the Supcriours, and deliver'd 
to the inferiour Officers as aforesaid : And this Informant further 
saith, that at the same time aforesaid, he this Informant saw the 
aforesaid Mr. Lunt, deliver to my Lord Molyneux a seat'd Paper, 
which be this Informant saw bim the Lord MoljTieus open, and 
read ; which to the t>est of this Informant's Memory was purport- 
ing a Commission and Instructions for the Care and Goveraraent 
of Liverpoole. 

This Informant also saith, that be was at a Meeting at Sir John 
LawBon's in Yorkshire, about the Month of Marcb(') then next 
following with Mr. Lunt, where were the Gentlemen Mr. Lunt 
names in bis Information, where be this Informant then beard 
most of them publLckly own, that they had received Commissioan 
by Mr. Tbrillfall some time before from King James, and would 
then have oblig'd this Informant and Mr. Lunt, to have engaged 
with them the Gentlemen of the Country, &c. 

This Informant further saith, that about the beginning of the 
year 1691, (^) he this Informant heard that Mr. Lunt was employ'd 
iu and about London to bst Men ; And this Informant saith, that 
some short time after several Men came into Lancashire as from 

(') InHarah lG89-0fl Lunt waain confinement in Ketfgate. 

(') From Augutt 1690 to April 1691 Lant wb3 a oloie prisoner in Lftncuter 
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Loudon, and said they were listed by the said Mr, Lunt, and acnt 
down to serve under the Command of aome of the Officers aforcEaid; 
and he this Informant saith, that as fast as they came down, he was 
order'd by my Lord Molyneiu, Sir Thomas Chiton, CoU. Moly- 
neux. Coll. Tildesley, CoU. Townley, Sir William Gerrard and his 
Son, and several others the Officers aforesaid, to take Care of them 
and provide Quarters or Lodgings for them, which the said Infor- 
mant did accordingly, and that at several Times this Informant 
had, and did, receive Money from my Lord Molyneus, Coll. Til- 
desley, CoU. Townley, Sir Wilham Gerrard and some others to pay 
the said Souldiera for their Subsistancc. And this Informant 
aaith, he did pay and distribute the Money he so rcceiv'd amongst 
them, which this Informant saith, in the whole did amount to (to 
the best of his Memory) about 3 or 400 /, the Names of many of the 
Soldiers, this Informant yet remembers, and a List of them was 
deliver'd(') into the House of Commons when the Plot wasesamin'd 
there. 

And this Informant saith, that he is very well assured, that the 
said Mr. Lunt did at several other times before, and after. List a 
great many more than those named in the List aforementioned. 

This Informant further saith, that about the Month of February 
1691, he this Informant was at a general Meeting of several Gen- 
tlemen at Coll.Walmealey'B at Duogan-IIall in Lancashire, many of 
whom he yet remembers, viz. Coll. Townley, Coll. Tildesley, Coll. 
Molyneux, Coll. Dalton, Sir William Gerrard, Mr. Gerrard, Mr. 
Dickingson, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Shuttleworth, Mr. Tildesley of Stan- 
8are,(^) Mr. Massey of Buddington, Mr. Langton of the Loe, Mr. 

{') Tbia ii the enquiry in 1691 rarerred to by Mr. Smollett (//«(or^ of England, 
vol. i. p. 141.) 11b purposely avoids eaying wbo delivered in the liat. If it wm 
either he or Mr. Lunt who deliTered it, bow incredible is it, tint either of tbem 
ihould have been afterwirda triuted by the LaDcasbire goatlemon. If it wu neither 
tw nor Mr. Lunt wlio delivered it, why hcm not tbe vitneia named and produced I 

(>) I am indsbted to Mr. Ormerod for Buggesting tbat Stonutre may be Staanra- 
ker, where "Tildesley gent "is placed by Dlome in 1G73. The Tildeiley here men. 
tioned wai probably either Thomai or Ralph Tildesley, younger acni of the gallaat 
^ Tbomai Tildealey. 
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Gerrard of Inch, Sir Thomas Clifton, Mr. BlundeU of Crosby, Coll. 
Wcstby of Mobrick, Coll. Parker, and others the said Coll. TVal- 
mealey being then lately come out of France, he tlie said Coll. then 
produe'd publicly iu the said Meetiug several Commiasious, Decla- 
rations, Grants or Patents, that he had -then lately brought from 
King James of several Gentlemen's Estates of that Country to other 
Gentlemen there, that were King James's Friends, as to Coll. 'fil- 
desley. Lord Molyneus, Coll. Westbey of Mobrick, Coll. Townley 
of Townley, Sir Thomas Clifton, Sir AVilliam Gerrard, Coll. Moly- 
neux, Mr. Gerrard of Inch, Mr. Langton of Loe, and some others. 

This Informant further saith, that above a Fortnight after, he 
this Informant was at tbe like Meeting at Pliilip Draycot's of 
Painesley-Hall in the County of Stafford Esq; of most of the afore- 
said Gentlemen, and others as Mr. Bazill Brooks, Sir James 
Symonds, Sir Richard Fleetwood and his Sons William and Row- 
land, Cary of Cary Esquire, and otliers where were produe'd 

several of the like Grants aud Patents as aforesaid, brought over by 
the Lord Stafford, and there also given out to those they did belong 
to; this Informant further saith, that at this Meeting aforesaid 
Coll. Parker being also there, and was then also lately come out of 
France, he the said Coll. did then publickly produce and deliver to 
one Capt. George Penny then in the Company a Commission from 
King James, for the said Penny to be a Major of Horse, which he 
the said Capt. Penny accepted of with many Thanks, and promis'd 
to do the King the best Service he could. 

And this Informant further saith, that at another Time being at 
a Meetiug with the said Coll. Parker at the Sign of the Star an 
Inn in lIolywcll{') in Flintshire and about twenty Gentlemen more, 
he this Informant there saw tbe said Parker deliver one Commis- 
sion from King James to one Mr. Pew of Pendrcll(*) to be a Captain 
of ilorse; and at the same time, he the said Parker deliver'd 

(') Holjwell wu Doar to tlie witneis's Ute plus of residence at Rhudlon, from 
irhicli be bad been obliged tu See. His shewing bimsolf at Holywell tuems hardlj 
credible under the eireumstanrea. 

(') Probably Pugh of Penrhj-n, & family allied to tho Langtons. 
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in the presence of this Informant to one Mr. George DaWes of 
Treloughne! and to several others, and that the said Parker did 
there and at several other times, as well as at the aforementioned 
Meetings, order, direct and desire all the Officers to take Care to 
have their Men ready at an Hour's warning, with a Pound of Pow- 
der and Bull proportionable to each Man, for that he expected 
News of the King's Landing every day, &c. 

This Informant saith, that about the beginning of the Year 1689, 
he this Informant was order'd and cmploy'd by Mr. Masaey, Sir 
James Symonds, Sir Thomas Gifford and Capt. Fowler to List aa 
many Men as he eould in Staffordshire and North Wales for King 
James's Service under their Command, nud that he this Informant 
had Money of the aforesaid Gentlemen for that purpose : and this 
Informant saith, that he did at that IHme (that is to say) within 
the space of three Weeks List about sbtty Men, whose Names this 
Informant hath by him ready to produce as he then took them. 
This Informant also saith, that he hath been since employ'd to 
List Men several Times in the latter end of the year 1691, and in 
the beginning of the Year 1692, by several other Gentlemen aa 
Coll. Walmesley, Capt, Penny, Mr. Standish of Standiah, Mr, 
Morston of Delakcrey(') and Capt. Pennant of Baggal. 

And this Informant saith, he did at these Times by the order acd 
directions of those Gentlemen last above mention'd. List about the 
number of Sixacore, and had Money of the said Captain, by the 
Hands of Capt. Pennant for that purpose. 

And this Informant further saith, that he did several Times after 
he liad so listed the said Soldiers, pay them Subsiatance Money by 
order of Penny and Pennant, from whom he had the same. 

And this Informant further saith, that he has several Times seen 
great quantities of Arms in the Houses of the Gentlemen hereafter 
mention'd in North Wales, Cheshire, Staffordshire and Lancashire, 
viz, in the House of Mr. Masaey of Puddingtou, Capt. Penny, Capt. 
Pennant, Sii' James Symonds, Sir Thomas Giffard, Mr. Fowler, 
Mr, Draycott, Sir William Gerrard, Mr. Walmesley, Mr. Standish 
('} Moiton of Tala«re. 
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of Standish-Hall, and in some other Houses that he cannot at pre- 
sent remember. 

In the whole thia Informant verily believes, that there were in 
the several Houses abovesaid that he this Informant saw, Arms for 
at. least a Thousand Men, and tliat it is not above two years at the 
most since he this Informant saw them there ; 



Jurat' 27. die Junii 
1694. Coram me, 

J. Trenchard. 
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{The It\formaHon of John Worn- 
ball late a Carrier, Given the 
Ttvmly Eight of June, 1694. 

Printed ftom the TneHinery. bj R E„ 

This Informant saith upon his 
Oath, that about the latter end 
of the year 1688, or beginning of 
tlie year 1689, he was imployed 
by Mr. Townley of Townley in 
Lancashire, to carry several large 
Trunks and Boxes for him the 
said Townley from Bamet to his 
House in Lancashire ; and that 
several times since, he this 
Informant hath carried several 
other the like Trunks aud Boxes, 
&c. for him the said Mr. Town- 
ley into Lancashire as aforesaid; 
and this Informant saith, that 
kind, he this Informant did per- 

(I) Thia witness sppeani to hlivo failed in bueinesa u n earner. Hi* evidenoa 
doBi cot affect onj of Che eight pritonen tried at Manchester, except Sir Thomu 
Clifton, Mr. Dieconson, and, perhapi, Mr. Walmilcy. 



John WombwcU(') late a Car- 
rier swears to Arms bought in 
London and delivered to him 
by Agents from the Lancashire 
Gentlemen, and by him after- 
wards delivered to the said 
Gentlemen at their Houses in 
Lancashire, such as Swords, 
Pistolls, and Carbines, Kettle 
Drums, Trumpets, Boots, and 
Saddles, and swears they might 
be seized in the above Gentle- 
men's Premises. 

Jn" Womb well. 

Jurat. 30 die Junij 1694 
coram me 
J. Trenchard. 



by the frequent Service of that 
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form for the said Mr. Townley, he became very conversant and 
well acquainted with the said Townley and his Family, insomuch 
that the said Jlr. Townley himself has upon several Occasional 
Discourses with this Informant of business of that kind often told 
him this Iiifonnaut, that the Trunks and lioscs he carried for him 
from Bamet, and also the others the like since were full of Arms, 
viz. Swords, Pistols, and Carbines. And this Informant saith. He 
has been showed great Quantities of such sort of Arms in the 
House of the said Mr. Towuley, both by himself and Servants, and 
has been told by them they were some of those that he this Infor- 
mant brought from Barnct and London. This Informant farther 
saith, that one Nieh. Itigby Servant to the said Mr. Towidey hath 
been several times at Loudon to buy Arms, by the direction of his 
said Master, and others, and sent them down by this Informant in 
several Boxes for that purpose made. And further, that the said 
Rigby told this Informant, that he had also bought Kettle Drums 
and Jack Boots, which he this Informant afterwards saw at Stau- 
dish Hall, and packt them up in several Casks, which Casks he this 
Informant carried into Lancashire, and delivered as he was directed. 
This Informant saith, that amongst a great many others, that he 
this Informant carried, there was one of the Boxes seized at Lich- 
field, in which was 103 Swords. 

This Informant iartlicr saith, that in ilarch 169i, one Mr. Lunt 
delivered this Informant at liis Inn in London four Packs, which 
he this Informant is very well assured were Arms ; which said 
Packs he this Informant delivered as lie was by the said Lunt 
directed at Preston, Standish, and Croston in Lancashire. 

This Informant farther saith, that in the year 1691 and 1692, 
he this Informant received at his lun, and carried for several Lan- 
cashire Gentlemen, great Quantities of Arras in Trunks and Boxes, 

viz, for Mr. Standish of Standish, Mr. Tildesley of the Lodge, 

Mr, Ashton, Mr. Stamford, Captain Eceleston, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. 
Gradill of Barbers-moor, Captain Green (a Frenchman) at Standish 
Hall, and several others. And this Informant saith, that it was 
usual for the Servants of the said Gentlemen to wait the Coming 
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of this liiformant'a Horses, and take the eaid Boxes and Tnuiks of 



him 



upon 



the Road. 



This Informant saith, that in February 16^, the Lord Brandon 
Gcrrard, and the Lord Willoughby, liaving Information of his this 
Informant's customary Carrying of Arms from London did cause 
two Boxes of Swords, that this Informant then had brought from 
London to be seiz'd at Wigau. 

This Informant farther saith, that in the latter end of the year 
1692, he this Informant was imployed by several of the aforesaid 
Gentlemen, to carry Arms (us aforesaid) for them, and also to 
bring up the Money to pay for them, which at one time, as this 
Informant verily believes, was about 200/. but this Informant 
saith, that he very well knows, that the Servants and Agents of 
some of the Gentlemen aforementioned had far greater Sums 
returned up per Bill, which they laid out for Arms in London, as 
aforesaid. 

This Informant saith, that at a Meeting at Standish Hall in the 
Months of March or April 1692, of a great many (ientlemen, viz. 
Mr. MoUynous, Sir William Gcrrard and his Son, Captain Ecclea- 
ton, Mr. Tildesley, Mr. Townley, Mr. Dickinson, and his Brother 
Captain Green, Mr. Haughton, Sir Thomas Clifton, Mr. Worthing- 
ton, Mr. Trafibrd, Mr. Wilham Standish, and others ; he this 
Informant heard it discoursed amongst tbcm of its being very 
necessary, that the Arms lodged in their several Houses should be 
divided and distributed amongst them. And also saith, that at 
another the like Afeeting in July last at the same place of most of 
the same Gentlemen, and others, he this Informant saw a great 
Quantity of Arms and Warlike Equipage, as Kettle Drums, Trum- 
pets, Jack Boots and some Saddles divided amongst the Gentlemen 
following, to every one some, viz. to Sir William Gcrrard, Mr. 
Mollynens, Sir Thomas Clifton, Mr. Dalton, Mr. William Standish, 
Captain Green, Mr. Thomas Gcrrard, Captain Eccleston, Mr. 
Ashton, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Stamford, Mr. Gradill, Mr. Trafibrd, 
Mr. Tildesley, Mr. John Gerrard, Mr. Westley, Mr. Hesket, Mr. 
Haughton, Mr. Worthington, Captain Radish, Mr. Mollyneux of 
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Mosbrough, Mr. Gilliboume, Mr. Anderton, Mr. Walmsley of 
Slowley, Mr. Shuttleworth, Mr. Sherboum, for Mr. Walmesley of 
Dungan-Hall, and to several other Gentlemen. And saith, that 
he this Informant was assistiiigj and did help to pack up many of 
the said Arms in Boxes, and otherwise, and in loading on Horses, 
&c. in the night, and be this Informant verily believes the whole 
quantity then so di\'ided as aforesaid, did amount to at least Arms 
enough for one thousand Horsemen. This Informant farther saitb, 
that be this Informant is very well assured, that besides him this 
Informant, there were several other Carriers in Lancashire, that 
have been imployed by the said Gentlemen aforesaid, and have 
carried very great quantities of Arms for tbcm, as well as he this 
Informant. This Informant also saith, that at the said Meeting, 
the said Gentlemen did agree and resolve amongst themselves, that 
they would send for, and have provided for them, more and other 
Quantities of Arms of the same kind, and that Mr. Rigby, and Mr. 
Hatton should {more especially) be imployed to buy the same, they 
having dexterously, and with great care provided very great (Quan- 
tities before. And he this Informant saith, that be is very certain 
(in pursuance of the said Agreement and Resolution) there has 
been bought and provided in London, and sent into Lancashire, 
great Quantities since the time of the said Meeting last men- 
tioned. 

This Informant farther saith. That there has been kept for two 
or three years last past, and yet is amongst the Gentlemen men- 
tioned in this Information, great numbers of very good Horses 
fit for Service; and that the said Gentlemen their Servants or 
Agents do daily buy and provide as many as they can by any means 
come at, and particularly, that at Preston Fair the tenth of 
March last, they bought up several very good Horses, and would 
then have imployed this Informant to have gone to Rixham Fair to 
have bought for them, where they also bought many more. And this 
Informant saith, they were the more earnest at that time to furnish 
themselves with as many Horses as by any means they could, 
because they did expect King James would be ready to Land here 
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by our Lady-day last, or soon after; as he tliis Informant hath 
several times heard them say amongst themselves he would. 

And this Informant saith, that if a proper and secret Method be 
taken (and all notice thereof prevented) for the seizing of all Iloraea 
in Lancashire so provided and fit for Service, as aforesaid, in the 
hands of the Gentlemen before mentioned, there might be seized 
(he verily believes) five hundred very good horses. 



Jurat' coram me, 

J. Trenchard. 



Jo. Womball.] 



After giving the aforemenf^ Informations, 

Captain Baker{') with Messengers, together with the Informers onomboo 
and others, were sent from liondon to Lancashire. J"i» lou*. 

Captain Baker with 4 Messengers, to wit M' Monaco, M"' Clerk, on Honitn 
M' Sutton and M' Heywood, together with Luut, Wombwell, iwi"'' 



('] In hiu Letter to Bir Jotin Trenchard, FergnaOD mokea it ft cbarge Aguinit 
Trenchard : 

1. That be hounded out bis inosscDgcra armed with btnnk iparranti, which wiu 
in itself an arbitrary' meaanre, and of which they made na irliitrarj an uae. 

2. That in boidb of thoie warrants tha crimes of thoae who were apyrohended in 
virtao of them were not epecifiod, which waa contnity both to the tetter and epirit 
of the law. 

3. That often when both persona and Crimea were apecified, that specification was 
made on bar» nupieion only, unsupported with an; proof or dcpoaition upon oatb, 
which form of eammitment liad been declared on argument eontra legem terra. 

4. That in his warranta ha assigned those matters fur Crimea which the law did 
not account aufflcient either for seizing or detsiniDg an; person. 

7. That under the pretence of seizing treasonable papora hSa officera made no 
difficultji in selling and carrying off the title deeds of men's eatatea, their book* of 
MCountJ, and letlon concerning their priTate affoin : that they did thia without 
nilmbering or marking the papen, or suffering the pritoncri to do it, in consequcDoe 
of which they had it in their power to create the crime tlioy pretended to punish by 
intermixing papers of a dangerous tendency and making the prisoners answerabls 
for them. 

9. That the making gaols of messengers' houses, and moTcrting measengeri into 
gaolen, was illegal and a manifest violation of the birthright of the subject. 

12. That the said secretary conntenaneed and abetted the lulwraation of in&motu 
porioni to iwear innocent aod peaceable peraont oat of their lives. 
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Wilson, M' Taaffe, Parsons, Ellis, &c. went to Worsley, the L'^ 
Willoughby'a house, and there were directed by Capt" JJnker in 
what manner to proceed about searching the houses and taking up 
such persons ns the Messengers were sent to apprehend, and take 
with tliem such Guards as Capt" Baker directed, 
J, M' Clark the Messenger and M' Lunt, together with 14 />irfcA(i) 
Troopers, came to Lyme in Cheshire (M^ Legli's house) betwixt 6 
and 7 of the clock in the morning ; that the Messenger with one 
Oldham who was their Guide, with 2 or 3 Dutch Troopers, came 
up the great stairs in Lyme House and apprehended M' Legh in 
his night gown, and the Messenger charged him with a warrant 
for high Treason, and carried him out of his dressing room to his 
closet, where stood M' Lunt with 2 or 3 Dutchmen, and all then 
went into the closet. Tliat the Messenger and Limt searched 
thro* M' Legh's papers from 7 till 12, and Lunt when he met with 
any paper that pleased him put it in his pocket, and from thence 
he carried M' Legh down stairs into the parlour, and there set 2 
Dutch Troopers to guard hira whilst they searched every room and 
place in the house for arms, finding only a case of Pistols and a Car- 
bine in M' Legh's closet, which they carried away, and that night 
they took M' Legh from his house and carried him to Knutsford 
guarded by the Messenger and 12 Troopers : that Lunt seized one 
of the best horses Mr. Legh had, and ^et his own saddle upon him 
and carried him quite away. That they carried M' Legh to Chester 
Castle the next day, where he remained till the last day of August 
or the first day of September, and then he together with the L"" 
Mohneux, S' W" Gerard, S' Tho' Clifton, Phillip Langton Esq: 
M' BluiidcU and others, were carried from Cliestcr to London 
guarded by 4 Messengers and 21 Dutch Tro()pers commanded by 
Capt" Baker in person, and at S' Giles's committed to the hands 
of the Messengers and there kept 3 days, and then brought to the 
OiEce of the Duke of Shrewsbury, principal Secretary of State, who 
examined M' Legh and remanded hini back to the Messengers for 
3 days, and then committed him to the Tower. 



(') Ferguson, who alludea b 
ettch curied a cue of pietols. 



th« Dutch Trooperg, bqjs tliej wore blue clualis and 
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That wtilst M' Legh was in the Tower and in the worst room in 
nil the Tower, he had very hard usage, that his Lad; at the first 
\fna deuied either to see him or hear him speak. (') 



(') I have luecceded id recovering from the Tower of Ijondcn tba fbUowiiiK copy 
of Mr. Legb'a comioitiiieut, with the outries relating to hu impriaotimeDt, and a few 
other notices of the eient : — 

Theie era in thoir Majeitj'a Names to Aathorife yoo to receive snd take into 
jour Ciutod;, tho Bodv of Peter Leigh of Ljtao Esq', lierewith eent jou, being 
Chai^d before ine for high TrcasoD, in Leyjing M'nn-Agniiiat their MnjestjB.BDd 
Adhering to their Mnjeat/s Enemy i, and you are to keep him safe and clow Until 
be ehoU be delivered b; doe Coune of Law, and for ao doing this eball bo yonr 
Warrant, 

Given at the Court at Whitehall the 12<'> day of September, 1694. 
Signed 



To 



The Right lion''" Itob' Lord 
Lueu, Governor in Chief 
of the Tower or hia Deputy. 



BaBSWSBDnT. 



Whitehall 17"8epf 1604. 
My Lord 

Uer Majeit; would huve jou [lennit M" Leigh and n Maid Servant 
to be with her hiuband M' Leigh of Lyme in Caae she ihall be Willing to be Con- 
fined with bim. 

MyLoH 
Your Lordship'! Most ob* Servant 

SBftSWBBUKY. 



Whitehall 24"' Sept. 16^4. 
Her Majeaty oommandi me to Acquaint your Lordship, with her pleasure 
that you allow M' Leigh of Lyme such liberty of Walking Within tbo Tower at 
CoDveoieDt times a* you shall Judge Consittant with his safe Keeping, and that 
carB bo token he do not enter into Conversation at that tima. 

My Lord 
your Lordaiiip's Most oh' servant 
To SBHBwsBtrBy. 

The Lord Lveas 
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That old Madam Legli came under the window where M^ Legh 
lodgedj and asking her sou M^ Legh how he did, a Ccntincl with 
his Musket cocked said if she spoke another word he would alioot 
her. That M"" Legh had notice to prepare for hia tryal at Chester, 
and came there guarded by a party of horse, the gentleman porter 
and the gentleman gaoler of the Tower, and with 2 Wardens, and 

ST"- Sept' 1694. 
An order for M' Leigh'* Mother and Two SUteri to Viiit him from the Lord 

Slirowabur;. 

WhitBhall V"' October 1694. 
Mj Lord 

M' Leigh one of the Prisoners in the Tower, having Notice given 
him to prepare for his Tryall, in Order tlioreunto it ie Her M^jeatys pleaiurc that 
jour Lordship permit SirThoniiu Powia Sir Bartholomew Shore, and il' Upton to 
have Access to the said M' Loigh as hia Councill, to advise him, and to bo with him 
from time to time in private either singl}' or together, and Her Majesty is pleased 
to diroot further, that Sir Tliemai CiiichBly M' Baresford II' Banks M' Masters, 
and The Lady Chichely M" Abigal Leigh he pcrmitod to leo liira from time to time 
at Convenient Hours eitlier Singly or bo Many of them together ai your Lordship 
shall think fit provided it be in the pretence of a Warder, or such other penon ai 
you shall Appoint. 

lam 

My Lord, 
To yoar Lordsliip's Ktost ob' Semnt 



In the True IlUiory &c. by R. K. (p. 263) there ia a very curioas affidavit of 
Tliomaa Clayton, in wliich he describes Madam Legh, the mother of Mr. Legh, with 
&Ir. Beresford bis steward, as being very active in obtaining evidence to defend 
him. In tho interview ho had with Ntr. Legh, ho describes him as a young genth:- 
man, little of stature, and dreaeed in a morning gown. 

Mr. Legh retained to his dying day a sense of the injustice to which he had been 
tubjected, tempered with a christian spirit. Id some instructiona for his will, 
written with hia own band, ho says, " I would have no monument set over mo, only 
a plain brass nailed to tho wall to express my ionocency in that wicked conipiraoy 
hy false witnesses, imprisonments, and trials, in 1G94 and 1<)96, and that I die a 
member of tho Church of England, looking open it to he tho best and purest of 
Cbnrehes, and do most sincerely wish it may continue for ever." He survived the 
trial half a century, and wa« buried at Winwick ISth January 1T44. 
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was committed to the Constable of Chester Castle, after which he 
was only called to the barr and discharged without Tryall. 

Sir Tho' Stanley was taken up at London by the King's Mes- 
senger, who carried him away to bis the said Messenger's house, 
and after some time he was locked up and there kept many hours 
without aeeiug any person, so long that he was forced, after he had 
very often knocked and called to the house and none would answer 
or come to him, to call from his window to persons in the street to 
get somebody to come to him. 

He after was examined by the Secretary, committed to the 
Tower, and brought down thence with others and carried with M' 
Legh to Chester to be tryed there, and when the Judges came 
thither at the sitting of the Cotirt, he was brought to the Bar and 
discharged without tryal. 

Sir W" Gerard (the same 17''' of July that M' Legh was taken 
up in Cheshire) was at his own house, Garswood in Lancashire, at 
7 o'clock at night taken up by M' Morisco a Messenger, accom- 
panied by M' Jn" TaafFe and Jn" Wombwell, attended by 8 Dutch 
Troopers, They suffered S' M'ill'" to tarry at his own house that 
night : and the Messenger the next day with 4 Dutch Troopers 
took him to Chester Castle, where he was kept prisoner 6 weeks 
and one day : and August 30"' taken with the rest by above 20 
Dutch Troopers towards London, whither tliey came the 5'^ of 
September. Sir William was taken to Morisco's house in Dart- 
mouth S' Westminster, and aft«r 6 days confinement there brought 
before the Duke of Shrewsbury, llis examination being short, he 
was remanded to the Messenger's house, and then at 12 at night 
brought to the Tower, and thence after 4 months' stay there was by 
the Tower Officers Major Haley and the Gent" Gaoler, and 16 of 
the Tower Warders and 32 of the Earl of Oxford's Troopers brought 
to Coventry, and there by a great party of Dutch Horse commanded 
by Major Haley brought to Manchester, and there delivered to the 
Sheriff of Lancashire (Tho> Ashurst of Ashurst] on Tuesday Oct' 
16, 1604. 



I Sheriff of 

^^^ 16, 1604. 



<M THB TRIALS AT 

The Lord Molineiut the same Tuesday July I?"" 1694, at 8 or 9 
in the morning, was made a prisoner by the Duke of Shrewsbury's 
warrant executed by Rich'' Heyward the King's Messenger, then 
accompamed by Geo: Wilson the Informer and Will™ Barker('} 
since made Post Master of Warrington, attended with a great Com- 
pany of Dutch Troopers. At the same time the said Hay ward and 
Barker strictly searched the house and all Cabinets and Boxes for 
papers, but found no arms or habiliments of War; 4 Horses valued 
at £120 they took. His Lordship was seized in bed, so Indisposed 
in health as to be not then in a condition to be carried to Chester, 
so a Dutch Guard at his own house was set upon him, 5 or 6 or 7 
men at a time, besides women belonging to those men, and so many 
horse all at free quarters from the 17"* of July to the 28*'' of August, 
at which time his Lordship by the order of Capt" Baker (tho' not 
then well) was taken to Chester, and great guards being set over 
him, he was lodged at the Raven till Thursday 30''' August, and 
then with the Prisoners from the Castle set forward to London, not 
gentlemanly treated by the way, S"* September they came to 
London, where his Lordship was made a close Prisoner in the 
Messenger Haword's house, his fees were great and M' Haword 
importunate for money. His Lordship was by his Grace the Duke 
of Shrewsbury on the 10"> of September examined, and on the 12* 
late at night carried to the Tower of London. 

On Sunday July 15* at seven in the morning, being 3 dayi 
before the Gentlemen in Lancashire and Cheshire were taken up, 
Bartholomew Walmsley Esq: was taken up in London at his 
Lodgings in one M' Praeer's house in Southampton S', by a War- 
rant from Sir J, Trenchard Secretary of State, executed by M' 



(') Tliia penon, who nppeara to have at flnt reiidsd at Hulme, near Warringtoa, 
It mentioDed in th« Trut Hiilory bj H. K. (p. 137) m haviog the aecreUtj rf 
itatfl's warrant to approbend the witneu John Taffe, but the latter b(t4 absconded 
aud could not be found, Mr. Barker wm a Proteatmit, but Iiia wifo Agoea Barber 
WHS a Roman Catliolic, an glio beraetf atntca in her aSidayit iworn lOtb February 
ie9S.~/6i(i. p. 228. 
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Hopkins a Messenger, accompaoied with 2 or 3 Constables and 
some others, and first carried to tlie said Hopkin's house near 
Charing Cross, and then to the house of one Kidson another Mes- 
senger in Barwick S', where he was kept till Tuesday the last day 
of that month, and then by the said Kidson brought to the Tower, 
where he continued till he was with the rest of those Prisoners 
brought down to Manchester to be tryed. 



On Tuesday 17"^ July 1694, Sir Roland Stanley was taken up at 
his house, Hootou in Cheshire, by M' Francis Jackson Post Mas- 
ter of Chester, who brought Sir Roland the same day to Cheater 
Castle to M' Booth keeper of the Gaol there, who demanding a 
Warrant for receiving and keeping S' Roland, he was told by S' Jn" 
Manwaring, a deputy Lieutenant and Justice of Peace in Cheshire, 
that lie ordered the said M' Booth to receive and keep S^ Roland, 
and that liia verbal order was sufficient. After which Sir Roland 
Stanley went to Sir John Manwaring desiring a copy of the War- 
rant by which he was seized, and to know by what authority he 
was committed. Sir Roland was thereupon shew'd the Duke of 
Shrewsbury's Warrant conttuning a charge of High Treason for 
levying War against their Majesties, and adhering to their Majes- 
ties' enemies, to secure S' Roland in order to be brought before the 
Duke of Shrewsbury to be examined touching the premises. And 
by another hand additionally — "Or to M' Francis Jackson Post 
Master of Chester." Sir Roland was kept at Chester Castle till 
30''' of August : and was then taken thence with the 1/ Molineux 
and the other Gentlemen towards London, guarded by a squadron 
of Dutch horse, commanded by Capt" Baker ; they came to Lon- 
don September 5'*', he was lodged at one M' Beak's a Messenger's 
house which fronts Warwick S'. Sept' S"" brought before the 
Duke of Shrewsbury and by bis Grace examined, and on the 13* 
committed to the Tower, and afterwards carried down with the 
rest, and with a ceremony inviting Spectators, guarded to Man- 
chester, and there delivered to the High Sheriff of Lancashire to 
be kept and brought to his Tryall. 
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On Tuesday, l?"" July, 1694, Sir Tho' Clifton was taken up at 
B place called Wray Green, by M' Sutton, one of the King's Mes- 
sengers, conducted by one Dandy and guarded by a party of Dutch 
Troopers. They brought him that night to the Market Town of 
Kirkham, and the nest day carried him to his own house, Litham 
Hall, and there stay'd all night. The 3'^ day they took him to 
Wiggan, and on Friday the 20"" of July they carried him to Ches- 
ter Castle, where he remained prisoner till he with the rest were 
taken to London, wliither being brought, Sir Thomas was for some 
days kept in a Messenger's house, and after being examined by the 
Duke of Shrewsbury, was sent to the Tower of London, and there 
with the other Prisoners brought to Mancliester, and there tryed 
fot his life. 

Friday, July S?"", 1694. Philip Langton, Esq., was gone to 
Wapra(') in Flintshire, to the burial of his Sister in Law, and was 
there taken up by M"^ Morisco the Messenger alone, and the same 
day carried to Chester Castle, and there kept till Thursday, 30'^ of 
August, and then brought by Capt" Baker and his Dutch Guards 
to London on Wednesday Sept' 5"", and there kept at one Beak's a 
Messenger's house, in Warwick S', near Golden Square, in S' 
James's, till Tuesday the ll"", which day, being brought before the 
Duke of Shrewsbury, he was thence taken back, and the next day, 
Sepf IS"", brought to Newgate, where be and M' Bluadell remained 
prisoners in diverse rooms till Wednesday the 10th of October, and 
were then brought down to be tryed with the rest of the Gentlemen 
at Maneh ester. 

Monday, 30"' July, 1694. About half an hour past 5 in the 
morning, M' Francis Clark, M' Richard Howard and M'' Peter 
Moriseo, three of the King's Messengers, aceompauyed with John 

{') Wepre U near the line of tho great turnpiko rood from Cheater to Flint ; it ia 
■bant four milea from the latter place, and too milca from the Kiag'ii Ferry. The 
hmll, which is of venerabla age, is itill Btnoding, atid is probably the ume pkee in 
whieh Mr. Langton wai taken. 
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Lunt, John Wombwell and Christopher Ellis, came to M' Blun- 
dell's house, the HeiII at Crosby ; and young M' Eltmdell heing the 
first person the Messengers there met with, Clark and Howard, 
with pistols in their hands, asked him if Esquire Blundell was 
stirring; he told them he thought he was not; they then required 
him to bring them to Esquire Blundcll's chamber, which he forth- 
with did and called to his father, who arose and imlocked his door. 
Then Howard the Messenger going into the old Gentleman's cham- 
ber, desired Clark to go call up some of their Company, who 
accordingly went, and young Mr, Blundell followed him down and 
went away, leaving the house, which was forthwith very strictly 
searched ; and one case of Pistols, two Swords and one birding 
piece, seven horses and 2 hackney saddles were taken and carried 
to Capt" Baker at Wiggan, but old M' Blundell, who had been 
many years very lame, they did not think fitt to take with them. 
And at young M^ Blundell's return, his horses being taken, he 
went to his neighbour M' Norris, then at Liverpool, who gave 
young M' Blundell to the care of M' Maudit, then Mayor of Liver- 
pool, with whom he did and must stay till Capt" Baker's coming 
thither the nest day. Then he (instead of his father as the like- 
lier of the two) tho' he also is very lame, was sent to Cheater 
Caatle, and then with the rest of the Prisoners taken to London, 
and there kept at Kidson's the Messenger's houi^e in Warwick S', 
and after one week's confinement there taken before the Duke of 
Shrewsbury and then committed and taken to Newgate.(') 



On or about the 30'=' of August 1694, Will" Dicconson Esq., in 
a little street not far from Fetter Lane, was without any Warrant 
apprehended by Lunt, Wombwell, and Wilson, 3 Witnesses, and 

(') Both Mr. Blundell the fntbor and Mr. Blandoll tbo eon boro the Christian 
Dame of William, and the son having been tliui singiilsrly approhcoded in the pUce 
of hig father, the mistake aeemg to hsva been thought not worth correcting, and he 
wu aecontinglj indicted and tried inetcad of hia father. The latter had hia thigh 
broben at the eicge of Lathom Douse, fighting on the rojat party. A letter 
printed b; Mr. Baines, vol ii. p. 216, alludes to Mr. Blundell's poverty u the remit 
of hia adherence to the cause of royalty. 
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one Morisco a Messenger. Ho did not know them, nor did they 
well know him : there was a Warrant against M' Dicconson in the 
hands of another Messenger, M' Hopkins, M^ Dicconson several 
times demanded to see their Warrant, but Morisco the Messenger 
did deny to shew it, having indeed none to shew : however Morisco 
carried M' Bieeonaon to his house, and be was afterwards taken to 
M^ Hopkins the Messenger's house, where he was kept till the 28"" 
of September with out being examined, but then being examined, 
he was committed to the Tower, and there remained till he was 
brought down with the rest to be tryed at Manchester. 



Here followeth 

An Account of thx TbtallsC) at Manchester, Com: Lan'cab- 

TEB, IN October 1694, 



Caryll Lord Molineux. 

Sir Will" Gerard, T 

Sir Roland Stanley, > Baronets ; 

Sir Tho" Clifton, J 

Bartholomew Walmslcy,^ 

Wiil™ Dicconson, /Esquin 

Philip LangtoQ, J 

Will" Blundell, Gentleman ; 
with observations. 



Sunday the li*^, M' Baile one of the Solicitors against the 
Prisoners, M' Winter Clerk in the King's Bench OfEce, Westmin- 
ster, who came to act a^ Clerk of the Arraignments at Manchester, 

(') Ths editor of a local clironologj, called the Manchiittr Btfordtr, has fallen 
into a singular miitalie in hi« notice of theee triala. He aaj's ; " 1694. Bir Gilsa 
Eyra held a c«urt at Itfaacbeiter for the trial of certain influential parties impli- 
cated in the lAncwhira plat in foToar of King JAmes 11., amoogBt wbom vara 
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Capt" Baker, who was one of the witnesses and chief manager of 
the rest, John Lunt sometime an Alehouse keeper in the parish of 
S' James, Westminster, another of the witneBaes, George Womb- 
well a broken Carrier, another of the witnesses, with others, came 
into Manchester in order to this trya!l.(') 

Tuesday 16"*.{*) The Prisoners before mentioned, with others, 
were brought into Manchester. 

Wednesday l?"". Four Judges, viz. S' Giles Eyre,(3) S^ Jn» 
Turtonj(-') S' Jn" Powcll,(^) and S' Samuel Eyi'c.C') came into 



H. Wiiloughhi/, Ralph Athlon, Jamta Holt, Thomas Lever, Jamti Yat», Nicholat 
Slarkii, Utary Farrington, and Joatph Ilorton." It aa Lappene, liDwever, that 
tlieae were not the namei of as; of the purties accused, but of the juatices who, at 
the adjoumeil Quarter Seaeions of the peace held at Aluncheater, ISth October, 
1()S9, wrote a letter to the secretary of state respecting the Lancaebire plot. — Tnit 

nut. p. 19. 

('] Oldmixon, not s Tcr; impartial authoritj, sajs {IJUt. of Eng. toI. iii. p. 99) 
that when the trial came on at Maneheeter the king's witneasee were threatened to 
be stoned, and had much ado to get safelj in and out of court, a popish mob at Man- 
ohoster being encouraged by the toriea to inault them. Smollett {Uitl. of Eng. toI. 
i. p. 238) agreea in thia account of the disposition of the populace to do Tiolence to 
the witnesaae, which ha ascribes to the affeet of Robort Ferguson's letter to Sir John 
Trenchard, then in eTerybody'a bands, but he sajs that the crown witnesses were 
sared by the interference of the prisoners' friendg. All accounts agree in represent- 
ing the crown witnesses aa being exposed to the popular anger, but it must be quite 
clear that tbe anger was Tery general, and was not conGned to the Itoman Catholio 
party alone. 

(') The trial is thus alluded to in Neiecome't Aulobiographg, p. 283 : " Oct. 16th 
(Tuesday). The high sheriff brought in the prisoners to be tried at Manchester. 
The next daj I was a white in the sessions bouse, and the next daj, and heard the 
charge, but was weary. 20th. The popish gentlemen wore tried to-day and 
acquitted." One would have supposed that the triid of ao many persons of rank, 
some of them his neighbours, on a charge which affected their lives, would hsTa 
proTcd sufficiently exciting to prevent weariness in the old divine. 

(') Sir Giles Eyre was made a Judge of tbe King's Bench May 6th 1689. 

(•) Sir John Turton was created Baron of the Exchequer May 9th 1089. He 
years afterwards transferred to the King's Bench. 

(') Sir John Powell was created llaron of the Exchequer October Slst 1691, and 

as made a Judge of the Common Fleas October 2Gth 1695. 

(') Sir Samuel Eyre was made a Judge of the King's Bench February ISth 1694. 





Manchester, with whom were joiued iu Commission, that sate with 
them in the execution thereof, Hugh VVilloughby, S' Tho" Stanley 
Bart., S' Edwi Moseley Kn' and M' Sargant Moor.(') 

The same day came into Manchester their Majesties' Cotmsell 
iu order to this tryall, viz. S' Will™ Williams,(2) M' Serj' Gold,{>) 
M' Hollis, M' Naps, and S' Will" Williams' Son, and with these 
Gentlemen M' Aaron Snuth,(^} Solicitor to the Lords of the 



Three of the itbciTe were of the number of those lawjen whom OMmiion aaja 
hii msjeaty in 1689 aelected to be judges u most emiaent for leBMiiDS, ablUtiee, ftnd 
inlegrity.— (Vol. iii. p. 11.) 

(') Hoger Moore, who waa called to the degree of the coif 22nd April 1692. 

(!) He wm made Solicitor General au the 13th of December, 16S7. 

(') Afterwards made Sir Henr; Gould, and advanced to bo a Jndge of tbe King'a 
Uanch on the 14th Jamiar; 1699. On the bill of attainder agaiiul 9ir John Fen- 
wick in 169G, Serjeant Gould attended as leading counsel at the bar of the HDUie of 
Commona in support of the bill. 

(') The game wboae pardon had been obtained from Kingr James hj the interoet- 
sioDof Ponn.— Dixon's Li/Vo/r^nit, p. 276. Mr. Aaron Smith had been deeply 
engaged in the B;e House plot. 

The following account of Mr. Aaron Smith's becoming bul for Lunt on a ehargo 
for bigamy is introduced ai > specimen of the stylo in which Ferguson wrote : 

"That which moat signally discovers botli the Infamy of Lunt, and the Combi- 
nation which some of the Ministers and other Inferiour OCRcen of the Government 
are confederated in for destroying innocent Men, is. That the Rogue standing 
indicted for Felony for marrying a Second Wife, while the First, by whom be hath 
two Children is still alive, and for which being apprehended the 2nd of this present 
October, by a Legal Bench- Warrant, granted under the Hands and Seal* of Mr. 
Frideaux and Mr. Eyton, two Justices of Peace ; Aaron Smith did so hector both 
my Lord Mayor and tlie Recorder, by telling them what a necessary and useful In- 
strument this Rascal was of the State, and how much they wanted bim to support 
tbeBelief uf (hePlot,and for the Conviction of those Prisoners that were to be tryed 
for High Treason ; that tliose two Alagistrates suffered themselves against all Law 
and Justice to bo huffed into a Complyance of admitting him to Bail. And 
because none, who had any Reputation to lose, could be found to be Sureties for ■ 
Follow that is perjuriously engaged in making a Plot, where all wise and discerning 
Men (save those of the Sanguinary Club at Powis-Mouse) both know and acknow- 
ledge that there is none, Aaron liimeolf, who is sufficiently dipt in all the parts of 
that Villainy, together with one Culliford {who waits constantly npon Aaron in 
the Quality of his Follower, and whom he employs to run into all Companies to 
know wliat is sud of bim) became Bail for the Rascal. And because the Title ef 
Labourer, or the Stile of Victualler, by which Lunt designs himself in a Judgment 
granted under his Hand and Seal, were too mean for one of King W'a Witneiws 
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Treasury and chief Solicitor against the Prisoners, and the same day 
came into the Town M' TJrian Brereton atiotlier of the witnesses. 
The Prisoners had great guards, and the Officers and Attendants 
npon the Judges were many. This day two of the Judges only, S' 
Giles Eyre and S' Jn" Torton, went into Court(') at Manchester 
and read their Commission. 



Thursday IS''". All the Judges sate, and in the afternoon before 
the Grand Jury were called, S' Giles Eyre, Chief Justice, there 
appointed the statute 3'^ of Henry VIII. ca. 12 (intitled the act 
that Juijtices may return impanells for the King by their directions) 
to be read, which was openly done. Then were the Grand Jury 
called and sworn, viz : 

Thomas Norria of Speak Esq.(^) ] H. Hulton of Hulton Esq. 
Jogh:Hortonof ChaddertonEsq. I Bar. Ilcsketh of NortbmeoU 
Rii Fleetwood of Leyland Esq. ! Esq. 

to go bj, and too eontomptible for a person of Asron'i Degree and Ilaughtineu to 
own under either of those CharBctora ; he cnuied inaert bim into the Bail Bond by 
the Title of Gentleman. And undoubtedlj >lr. Smith wlio octeth aa inrested with 
» power to diBpoBB of Men's LiTea u he pleoseth, maj confer lIouonrB on whom be 
will. And having made a Gentleman of a Boguieh Peasant, he may in a little 
time challenge the creating whom he thinks meet Barons and Earls : Seeing thoie 
are mors indebted to Inclination and Humour for tlieir Creation, tlian an; are, or 
can be in their being made or rendred Gentlemen. For as King James the Fint 
Hid picasantij enough to a certain Person that had desired to be made a GentU- 
inan ; Frieod, 1 can make ;ou a Knight, bnt it is not in m; Power to make yon a 
Gentleman." — Litter to Sir J. Trinehard. 

When CoUedgo the joiner was tried at Oxford in 34 Car. II., Mr. Aaron Smith 
put a libel againdt the govemment into his hands, for which he was tried, conTiGted, 
and sentenced to be pilloried and fined £200. 

{■) There wa« a public building called the New Fleet erected u a prison for reen- 
MOta in the reign of Queen Elisabeth, near Hunt's Bank, which is now the site of 
the Ca«tle Inn. — H«(.(.Wi.Cft.o/ Wail, vol. i.p, HO. But this important trial 
took place not in that building but another, called the Sesaions' Hnu^o, which 
formerly stood in the 9i|aaro opposite the present Kxchange, and of which the site 
ii marked upon the map prefixed to Palmer's SUj/e of Manclmitr. 

C) If this was the Sir. Norris who waa joined in the commission of the 2Znd 
llaroh 1693 (page 2, anU), he could hardly ba Mud to be quite impirtial a« a fnnd 
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Jn" Hopwood of Hopwood Esq, Job. Hoop of Manchester Gent. 

Tho" Bradshaw of Lumn Esq. Alex. Radcliffc of Leigh Esq. 

Ralf. Livesay of Livesay Esq. Andrew Dandy of Lostock. 

Walter Frost of Cockerliara Esq. Jn" Johnson of Westhoughton. 

Robert Hyde of Denton Esq. Rob' Roscoe of Bolton. 

Jos: Gregg of Chamberhall Esq. Will"' Lowe of Kirkham Gent". 



Sir Giles gave the Charge only touching High Treason, being, 
as he said, tho' not the extent yet the only intent of their Com- 
mission, and in an harangue to the Jury, Court, and Country, he 
said that their occasion of coming at that unusual time, armed with 
that Commission, was from Informations which had been received 
of the Treachery and treasonable practices of their own countrymen 
against the Government of their present Majesties, in which Pro- 
testants of the Church of England, aa they call themselves, were 
mingled with Papists as the Iron and the Clay in Nebuchadnezzar's 
Image, and had jointly conspired the subversion of our established 
quiet and good government. 

Having spoke to this effect, the grand Jury withdrew and the 
Court adjourned. 

In the afternoon, at the first sitting of the Court, eleven wit- 
nesses, each of them indorsed on four several bills, were swome, and 
the bills sent to the Jury, M' Winter being with the Jury to read 
the bills. After some time the Grand Jury brought in a bill 
against Sir Will"' Gerard,(') and returned to consider of the rest. 
Judge Eyre then demanded of the Gaoler — Have you Sir Will" 
Gerard in your Custody? Who answering he had, the Judge 
ordered him to be brought to the Bar, which after some time was 
done. Sir Will" Gerard was arraigned ; the inditemeut opened 
against him by Mr. Winter, first in English, and then the bill at 
Sir William's request was read in Latin, to which he pleaded Not 



(>) TtuB Sir William Ger&rd, I apprehend, was tho Gfth baronet of tho family, 
and the grandson of that Sir William Gerard, GoToruor of Denbigh Castle for 
Charlee I., and who married Elizuboth, tho daughter of Sir Cutbbert Clifton 
and tha lieter of four bTothera wlio all died g;allantly fighting for Charles 1. 
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guilty. The substance of his charge is that he the first day of 
February in the 3"^ year of the reign of our Lord and Lady King 
William and Queen Mary over England, &c. at Manchester Com, 
Lancaster, falsely, wickedly, and traitcrously did procure, obtain, 
receive, and accept a commission, or a writing purporting to be a 
commission from J ames the 2"'', late King of England, constituting 
him S' Will™ Gerard to be a CoU" of Horse in an array to be by 
him and other tlieir Majesties' enemies raised with intent to levy 
war in this Kingdom under colour and pretence of restoring the 
late King James. The inditement being very long,(') and being 

(') There geetiiB to havo besn a political trial of riotera nt Lwicmter in tlio time of 
George 1., in wliicb Dr. Owen of Warrington was in some way implicated, aa apjicara 
tnna the following lotter of J. Goullioum, steward af the Legh family at Wan-ing- 
toD, wliich ihowa in a Btriktog manner the hardahip inflicted at that time by the 
length of indictments ; 

"Hono^ S' 

I oama last night from Lancast' And can oncly infonne yoa that the 
Manoheater rioters have como of better than woa cxpeet' Coron" SIddatI as the 
call him is order' to stand in the pillary, 3 market days att Lancaster and to be im- 
prisoned a month for saying God dam K. G. And a boy of aboute IS years old a 
presbeterion to atand with him for saying God dam the church and y' he hoped all 
cburcbmen would goe to hell as also one oth' for pulling down Manton meeting 
house near Ecclea. There are also indictments found against Major Wyrrel, Jebb, 
Holbrook, and some others of that gange ; there wag alao indictements brought 
•gainst M' Jn: Garthiide and 2G more of the tawne of Manchester, but these were 
•11 slasht. We hare also a bill found against Owen our Fresbeterion minister of 
our towns for publishing that book which I sent you by your brother Lcgh which 
will whip his pockett for the coppey will cost him SV or 40' the haTeing sett forth 
the whole book in the bill of indictement. 

I hBTc seTcrali other matters to releat on this seca< which I omitt untill I wait 
on you, which Mr. Stirrup and myeelfe have concluded uppon for Fryday next 
therfor bag to aubscribe myselfe 



Wee have no newss from Scotland that ci 
For 

The Honor^ P Legh Esq 
Att 



ist obed' 

Serr. to comand 

J. Goulbome. 
be depended uppon. 



ks probably written in 1711. 



the same in all the forma of bnpcachmcnt as the rest are which 
are set forth at large in another iuditement against S' Roland 
Staiiley,{') Sir Tho" Clifton, and 3 others that were arraigned after 
S'' fl'ill" but first tried, therefore for brevity's sake the forms in 
this are referred. But to pi-oceed — Sir Will™ Gerard after having 
pleaded Kot guilty, prayed time till Saturday to prepare for his 
Tryall, and that he might have a copy of the Inditcment and of the 
panell. The Judge told him a Copy of the Iuditement was not 
allowable by Law, but a copy of the impancll he should have, which 
the Sheriff was order'd to give him before 11 o'clock that night- 
After this the Grand Jury brought in two bills more. One bill 
against Sir Koland Stanley, Sir Tho' Clifton Baronets. AVill™ 
Dicoonsoii,(^) Philip Langton,(3) Esquires, and Will'" Blundcll 
Gent". Another bill against Bartholomew Walmsley Esq.(*) 



(') Sir Rowland Stanley of IIootoD aud Storeton, Baronet, the Bscond eon and 
ultimately the heir of Sir William Stanlej and Charlotte, dnagbter of Uichard 
Viieouat Aloljnenx, wai bom ia Juno 1653. Uo married Anne, daughter of 
Clement Paiton, and died Ms; 1737- Uis vife died Msrcli I3cli 1 693, rer; ihartl; 
before the period of this trial. 

(') This ia the William Dicconson of whom Mr. Bainee (vol. ili. p 48(1) taya that 
ha vu convicted of liigh treaion in the reign of William III. The mistake arogc 
probablj from liia bein; implicated in the present charge. 

(') Philip Longton Esq. was the head of the family of Langlon of Lows in 
Hindley. He married Elisabeth daughter of Edward Pennant Esq. of Bagillt. At 
the time of this trial he waaiixty-sii yean of age. The moat and the bridge acrosa 
it, with an ontamental gateway probably older than the time of thia trial, are all 
that now rcmaiiu of the mansion of the Langtous of Lowe. 

(') Bartliolomew Walmeley succeeded to the Uunlienhslgb estate on the doatli of 
his father Richard Watmstey in 1679, his two elder brothers Thomas and Ricliard 
haling both died, the former at Paris in 1677, and the hitter at Rome. Uartholo- 
mew Burrived the present trial about seven years, and died in January 1701. He 
was a lineal descendant of Sir Thomas Walmslcy tho Judge, the tirst purchaser of 
Dnnltenhalgh, who died 10 Jac. I. Like the rest of the accused, Mr. Wolmsley «u 
descended from a family wbo had sofforod in the cause of rojolty under Charles I. 
knd in the subsequent troubles. His father Richard Walmsley was one of those 
LMieubira men who were to bare been included in the ord^r of the Royal Oak after 
the Restoration of Charles ll.—IIUt. WhaU. pp. 408,409. 

Aooording to Mr. Ferguson the conviction of Mr. Woimsloy was to have been 
made leoure after Mr. Lunt's own manner. Sir. Lunt attempted to snbom one of 
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Whereupon those fi prisoners were sent for, and the first 5 arraigaed 
together and charged thereupon by M' M'inter, who each of them 
pleaded not guilty. They also prayed time as Sir Will" Gerard 
had done, the inditement against them having also been read both 
in English and Latin. 

The Indictment begins as follows : 

The Jurors for our Sovereign Lord and Lady the King and 
Queen upon their oath present — That whereas an open war and 
notoriously public betwixt the most serene illustrious and most 
excellent Princes our Lord and Lady "William and Mary by the 
Grace of God of England Scotland France and Ireland King and 
Queen Defenders of the Faith and Lewis the French King for divers 
years there had been and at that time was both by Sea and Land 
had carried ou and eontimied during all which time the said Lewis 
the French King and his subjects have been and at that time were 
foes and enemies of our said Lord the King and Lady the Qneen 
and their Subjects, One Sir Roland Stanley late of Hootou in the 
County of Chester Baronet Sir Tho" Clifton late of the parish of 
Ku'kham in the County of Lancaster Baronet, Will" Diceonson 
late of the parish of Eccleston in the County of Lancaster aforesaid 
Esq. and Will™ Blundell late of the parish of Sefton in the County 
of Lancaster aforesaid Gent" — subjects and each of them being 
subjects of the s'l Lord the King and Lady the Queen of this 
Kingdom of England the premises well knowing and each of them 
knowing — the fear of God in their hearts not having — nor any of 
them having neither weighing nor any of them weighing the duty 
of their Allegiance but being by the Instigation of the Devill 
moved and seduced and each of them being moved and seduced as 



IB perBou who vera carried to Chester gaol, and Importuned him under promlis 
I <f BTUt rewards to ewesr that he hod received money of Mr. WalmBley for carry- 
ing on and prumotin; the Berrice of King James ; and upon his aniwering tbat h» 
had never aein Mr. W^lnuley, Mr. Lunt had ncTertticleas the impudence to tempt 
ftnd entice him to own to Mr. Lont &ad his accomplice what was delivered to him, 
and that then tliej two would swear to it, and excuse the person whom Ihej 
Mcost«d from being »n evidenee. — Lttttr lo Sir John Trtnthard. 




false Traytors against the moat excellent and the most clement 
Princes William and Mary then and now King and Queen of 
England &c, their supreme true lawfull and undoubted Lord and 
Lady that cordial affection and true and due obedience fidelity and 
allegiance which every subject of them the said Lord the King and 
Lady the Queen towards them the King and Queen to bear and of 
right ought to bear withdrawing and all together to extinguish 
intending and meaning and with all their might devising and each 
of them devising the government of this Kingdom of England under 
them our Lord and Lady tlic King and Queen of right happily 
and duly established all together to subvert change and alter and 
their faithful subjects and freemen of this Kingdom of England into 
an intolerable and most miserable bondage to bring and to enslave 
and subjugate to the aforesaid French King the first day of Febru- 
ary in the 3"^ year of the reign of the said Lord the King and Lady 
the Queen and divers other days and times at Maneliester in the 
County of Lancaster aforesaid falsely maliciously diabollically and 
trayterously have compassed imagined invented devised and in- 
tended the said Lord and Lady the King and Queen their supreme 
true and Lawfull Lord and Lady off and from the regall state to 
the honour and power crown and empire and government of this 
Kingdom of England to depose throw down and all together to 
deprive and them the s'' Lord and Lady the King and Queen to 
death and fiuall destruction to put and bring. And the aforesaid 
Lewis the French King by Arms Soldiers and Bodies of armed 
Men and his Subjects to this Kingdom of England to be invaded 
vanquished overcome and subdued to move incite procure and aid 
and a miserable slaughter amongst faithfull Subjects of the 8*^ King 
and Queen throughout this whole Kingdom to make and cause. 
And the said Sir Roland Stanley Sir Thomas Clifton William 
Dicconson Philip Langton and William Blundcll to the s'^ foes and 
enemies of them the said Lord and Lady the King and Queen 
then and there during the said ^Var trayterously have been 
adhereing and aiding the aforesaid heinous most wicked and 
diabolical Treasons .and treasonable compassings inYentioiis intenT 
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tions and purposes aforesaid thoroughly to fulfill and accompliBb 
aud to eft'cct to bring io prosecutiou perforDaancc and cxccutioii 
of that trayterous adherence, The said Sir Roland Stanley Sir 
Tho* Clifton Will" Dicconson Philip Langton and William Blun- 
dell as such false traytors during the said War to wit on the 1" 
day of February in the S"' year aforesaid at Manchester aforesaid 
in the County aforesaid and divers other days and times as well 
before as afler maliciously advisedly secretly aud trayterously and 
by force and arras and amongst themselves and with divers other 
false traytors to the Jury unknown did meet together propose 
contrive consult consent and agree to procure the said Lewis the 
French King and his subjects and then and as yet foes and enemies 
to the said Lord the King and Lady the Queen that now are and 
very many other ill disposed persons to the said enemies adhering 
(to the Jury unknown) the Kingdom of England to invade and 
vanquish, And to levy procure and prepare great nnmbcrs of 
armed men troops and companies against the said Lord the King 
and Lady the Quecu that now are to rise up aud be trained and 
with those foes and enemies at and upon such their invasiou and 
entrance into this Kingdom of England to join and raise rebellion 
and war against the s'' King and Queen within this Kingdom of 
England to make levy and carry on the s'' Lord the King and 
Lady the Queen so as aforesaid to depose and thcin to put to 
death and furthoT amongst themselves and with the s'' persons and 
false traytors them treasonably have consulted consented and 
agreed and each of them have consulted consented and agreed to 
»end certain persons (to the Jurors unknown) as Messengers into 
the Kingdom of France in parts beyond the seas intelligence and 
notice of such their treasonable intentions and adherings of the 
persons and traytors aforesaid and in all things to the foes and 
enemies of their adherents to give and aeud and them to inform of 
other particular things and circumstances thereunto relating as all 
intelbgencc from them of such their intentions and of other mat- 
ters aud things concerning the Premises to receive and to those 
the said traytors in this Kingdom of England to signify report aud 



tlie same day and year last aforesaid and long afterwards there 
secretly maliciously and traytcrously have maintained sustaiiied 
and kept in pay and have liad in readiness and every of them liath 
maintained sustained and in pay kept and iu readiness liath had to 
the intent and purposes aforesaid. And further the aforesaid first 
day of February in the S"' year aforesaid at Manchester aforesaid 
very many arms rapiers pistolls swords trumpets for war and kettle 
drums and other warlike munitions things belonging to War and 
military instruments falsely maliciously trayterously and secretly 
did buy gather together and procure and cause to be bought 
gathered together obtained and procured and in their custody have 
had and kept and each of them hath obtained bought gathered and 
to be obtained and procured hath caused and in their custody hath 
had and kept with intention the same to use in the said invasion 
war and rebellion against the said Lord the King and Lady the 
Queen that now are them the said King and Queen off and from 
the regall State and Crown and Empire of this Kingdom of 
England to depose cast down and deprive and them to put to 
death. And the intentions and purposes of them S' Roland Stan- 
ley S' Tho- Clifton Will" Dicconson Philip Laugton and ^\ill» 
Blundell aforesaid to fulfill perfect and bring to pass agidnst the 
Duty of their Allegiance ccntrarj' to the peace of our Sovereign 
Lord the King and Lady the Queen that now are their Crown and 
Dignity and ^^ainst the form of the Statute in that case made and 
provided 8:c. 



The Indictment in Latin with the Stile of the Session prefixed 
to it begins as follows : 

Mewonuid: qd ad Session dni regis et Dnar reme de Oyer et 
terminer tent p Com: PaB Lane, apud Mancestril in Com: 1/ Die 
Merrorii decimo septimo die Octob" Ann: Reg: dni GuUelmi et 
dne Marie dci gni: Aug* Scotic ct Francie el Hibrmic regis et 
Rcme fidei defensor Jcc. s«xto conjn Egidio Eyre mit no Jostic 
dcor. dni Regis ct dne regime ad ptita coram ipis Be^ et Rcok 
tcoend assigo: Johe Toiton mit et JolK E^iwdl mill, doobiu Baron 
Scaoc door dni Repa et dne R-ne apod Weatnin' et Sanmrf Hyn 
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mil: un ai JuBtic dcor dni Regis et dnc Rene ad plita coram ipia 
Rege et Rene teni^nd assign et at sociis suis Justic. et Commis- 
sion ar — &c. 

After this arraignment and pleading they likewise prayed to 
have a copy of the pancUj which was ordered, viz. one Copy for all 
the prisoners. 

Then M' Walmsley was in like manner arraigned and charged, 
his bill being read both iu English and Latin. The substance of 
the charge was, Tliat he nt Manchester in the County of Lancaster 
the 1"' year of the reign of our Lord and Lady Kiug WilUam and 
Queen Mary over England &c. did falsely wickedly and trayter- 
OQsly procure obtain receive and accept a Commission or writing 
purporting itself to be a Commission under and from James 3'"' late 
King of England constituting him the said Bartlioloraew Walmsley 
to be a Coll' of Horse in an army to be by him and other their 
Majesties' enemies raised with intent to lavy War in this Kingdom 
under pretence of restoring the late King James and for that he 
had raised and levied and armed men to assist in an invasion and 
rebellion against our supreme true and lawful and undoubted Lord 
and Lady William and Mary King and Queen of England them 
from the Royall State Crown and Empire of this Kingdom of 
England to depose and deprive and them to put to death against 
the duty of his allegiance &c., being as general and in the like 
form as Sir Roland Stanley's fcc. at large before set down. He 
prayed time and a copy of the PancU, as the rest before bad done, 
but, Iwfore be pleaded, took this exception upon the Indictment, 
that he in the indictment was named to he of the Parisli of Church, 
whereas there was no such Parish. The Judges directed if it were 
BO that be must plead it in abatement, and plead over in chief to 
the indictment "Not guilty," and the Court gave him time 'till 
the next day to consider of it, and if he did insist upon it, to have 
his plea drawn up in forme, assigning him for Counscll upon his 
prayer Sir Christopher Greenfield and M'' Upton. 



Friday the 19"". Forenoon, a liill against the Lord Moli- 
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neux(') was brought, bis Lordship seat for, arraigned, and pleaded 
"Not guilty." The substance of his charge is. That he at Man- 
chester in the county of Lancaster the first day of February in the 
year of the reign of our Lord and Lady King William and Queen 
Mary over England &c. the third did falsely wickedly and trayter- 
ously procure obtain receive and accept a Commission or writing 
purporting itself a Commission under and from James S""* late King 
of England constituting bira Lord Caryl] Molineus \'iscount Marl- 
burg of the Kingdom of Ireland to be Governor of Liverpool in 
the County of Lancaster in the Kingdom of England the same to 
keep under and for King Jamea. And for he the said Lord Moli- 
aeuTi had raised and armed men to keep the same and to make 
War and raise Rebellion against their present Majesties King 
William and Queen Mary in this Kingdom of England and them 
to depose and put to death contrary to the duty of his allegiance 
&e. Tliis in short is the substance, but bis Lordship's charge was 
as generall and in the same form as the rest before set down : he 
also prayed time and a copy of the I'anell as the rest had done, 
and presented a petition, wbicb was read, wherein his Lordship 
prayed that in regard of the defects of his memory and the hard- 
ness of his hearing he might have Counsel! or his Sollicitor to 
assist him at bis tryall, which the Judge Sir Giles Eyre say'd could 
not be allow'd him by law.(') 

(') Tbia was CarjU Sloljueui, who, with bis elder brother, Richard Betond 
Vieeount Itfaljiieni, at the beginning of the grant civil vara eapouaed tlie rojal 
c«UBe, roiling two regimentB of borae >nd foot with which they sBrved during the 
wsr, and were at tbe aurrander of Oxford. Tliej also atteaded Charlea II. in 
hU March from Scotland to Worcester, and fought in that battle. Tbe; afterwards 
made tbeir eecuiie, and Richard Viscount Jloljiieux dyiug aoon Bfterw&rds without 
iaaue, Cat7l1 succeeded to tlie title and estato aa third ViEcouot Motyocux. During 
tbe civil wars he waa outlawed hy parliament and not allowed to compound for hia 
ratats ; but ultimatelj, b; tbe eierciie of aoma intereat and the pajment of an 
czeeisive fine, he was restored to bia estate and lived there to a great age. Jainei 
II. constituted him Lord Lieutenant and Cuatos Rotulorum of the county of Lan- 
cuter. Be DUrvived thia trial only about four years, and died at Croxtetb Snd 
Fobruarj 16y8/9. — ftunea, vol. iv. p. 205. 

(') Our Uw in ite present atato may be coutruted very advontageouily with tbo 
Uw as delivBred by Sir Giles Eyre. 
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After which Mr. Walmsley waa sent for, as also the other five 
that were in one indictment, and brought to the Bar. The Court 
then demanded of M' Walmsley if he did insist upon his plea, 
bidding him advise with his Counsell and to do it at his peiill, 
whereupon M' Walmsley waved it, and then pleaded " Not guilty" 
as the rest had done. 

After which the Court did demand of Sir Roland Stanley, Sir 
Tho" Clifton, M'' Diceonson, M' Langton and M' Blundell whether 
they would be tried together or apart, aayiug it was in the power of 
the King's Counsell whether way to try them, but it was proposed 
by the court to try them all 5 together if they would but in all chal- 
lenge 35 peremptorily, to which they agreed, and then they were 
bid prepare for their tryall the next day, and then all six were 
taken out of Court, after which upon M' Aaron Smith's motion in 
Court that there were not full four score in all returned upon the 
impanell, which might not be sufficient, because the Prisoners 
might challenge with cause. Thereupon the Court ordered the 
Sheriffs immediately to summon 40 more at the least, and that a 
copy of that new return should be sent by the Sheriff to the 
Prisoners that night. And the Judge did direct the depx Clerk of 
the Crown that no subpcEna should be granted for summoning 
witnesses for the prisoners, but a copy of such witnesses' names 
should be presently given to Mf Aaron Smith, Then the Court 
adjourned 'till afternoon, and in the afternoon 2 Judges only 
came into Court, and without doing any business adjourned till 
7 next morning. 



Saturday SO''*. By seven o'clock in the morning all the Judges 
were sitting, and Sir Roland Stanley, Sir Tho" Clifton, M' Diccon- 
son, M' Langton, M' Blundell, the 5 indicted in one bill were 
brought to the Bar; after the long panell was called over, and the 
Prisoners bid by the Clerk of the Crown to look after their Chal- 
lenges. The Challenges were made in manner following till 12 
were called by each side allowed : 
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Challenged far the King 
and Queen without 
thewing any cause, 
iS'Edw^CbisenhallK"* 
a member of Parlia- 
ment and Justice of 
Peace. 

2 Will" Farington Esq. 

Justice of Peace. 

3 Law** Rawstome Esq. 

a CoIP of Militia, a 
dep' Lieu* and Jus- 
tice of Peace. 

4 Tbo' Bradell Esq. Jus- 

tice of Peace. 

5 Jn*" Bigby Esq. JusC of 

Peace. 

6 Rob* Maud Esq. Jus- 

tice of Peace. 

7 Jobn Veal Esq. Jus* 

of Peace. 

8 Jonathan Blackbume 

Esq. Justice of Peace. 
10 Tho* Sbierson Esq. 

Justice of Peace. 
12 Will" Molineux Esq. 

14 Geo: Farington Esq. 

15 Will" Legb Gent 

16 Jonathan Cave Gent 

17 John Clayton of Sbar- 

rock Green. 

19 Will" Critchloe Gent 

20 Tho* Loxam Gent 
22 Jn"" Clayton of Little 

Harwood Gent". 
28 Jn*Grimbalston Gent 
49 Henry Parker Gent. 
54 Sam'DrinkwaterGent. 



By each iide allowed. 



Jurors. 

18 Jn^ Lightboum. 
21 Risley Brown. 
23 Cuthbert Holland. 
27 Abraham Townley. 

30 Will- Whalley. 

31 Christopher Roby. 
33 Will" Patten. 

41 Francis Davenport 

44 Richard Heap. 

45 Hugh Hulme. 
52 Francis Meadow- 
croft. 

55 Rich* Percival. 



Challenged by the 
Prisonere. 

9 Ralph Egerton Esq. 
11 Rich** Longworth 

Esq. Justice of 

Peace. 
13 Alex' Hesketh Esq. 

24 H. Dicconson Gent 

25 Jon: Green Gent 

26 Edw* Taylor Gent 
29 Andrew Stones 

Gent 

34 John Earle G«nt 

35 John Hamond Gent 

36 Edw* Roscoe Gent 

37 Rob* Gartside Gent 

38 Geo: Duerden Gent 

39 Ralph Sandiford 

Gent. 

40 James Hilton Gent 

42 James Johnson 

Gent 

43 Jn* Warmingham 

Gent 

46 Nathaniel Walker 

Gent. 

47 Edward Greaves 

Gent. 

48 George Smith Grent 

50 James Moss Gent 

51 John Diggle Grent 
53 John Green Gent 
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The 12 uiiexceptcd Jurors being all swoni, the Indictmeot read, 
and the Jury charged according to common form by the Clerk 
of the Crown, M' Williams as youngest Counaell for the King 
and Qnceu thus opened the Indictment, riz. : 

The Bill seta forth that whereas for these certain years paBt 
there hath been and still is an open and notorious War betwen their 
Majesties King William and Queen Mary aud Lewis the French 
King, during which time the French Kiug and his Subjects were and 
are enemies of their Majesties' Kingdom, and the Prisoners, know- 
ing thereof and being seduced by the Devil, have designed and 
endeavoured to subvert and overthrow the Government of this 
Kingdom as it is now happily established, aud to reduce ns to a 
miserable servitude and bondage under the French King, and to 
depose our gracious King and Queen from their regall dignity, 
Crown and Government, and to bring them to death and utter 
destruction, and to encourage the said French King to invade this 
Kingdom with armed Troops and to procure a most miserable 
slaughter to be made throughout thiii Kingdom, and that these 
gentlemen with other false traytors did maliciously consult, declare 
and agree to send messengers beyond the sea to bring in open 
euemies into this Kingdom, and for this purpose accepted of Com- 
missions from the late King James, S'' Roland Stanley to be 
Coll' of Horse, S' Tho" Clifton to be Coll' of Horse, M' Dicconson 
to be Lieutenant Coll', M' Langton and M' Blundell to be Majors, 
and further, that they encouraged many to be Soldiers under them 
and assist them in this their traytcrous design contrary to their 
allegiance, for which these Gentlemen the Prisoners at the Bar 
stand indicted of High Treason, and having pleaded " Not guilty," 
if these their practices be proved you must find the Prisoners 
guilty. 



M' Serj' Gold the King's Seijeant thus spoke : 
Gentlemen of the Jury. 

I am of Counsell in this case on behalf of the Kiug and 
Queen. These 5 Gentlemen, Sur Roland Stanley, Sir Tho* Clifton, 



and tlie other 3 before mentioned, stand charged with High 
Treason, such Treason as at once strikes at the overthrow of 
Kingj Kingdom, and Government, and also of all our Laws, such 
Laws as these very Gentlemen are secured by to have a fair tryall, 
and they are brought down to their own country to be tryed 
by their own countrymen. The Gentlemeu stand before you 
accused and indicted, and whether they are guilty or no I shall not 
say, 'tis your part to enquire. 

The indictment consists of 2 parts, the one general, the other 
particular; the general part sets forth that these Gentlemen 
imagined and intended the overthrow of this government and the 
bringing in of a foreigu power. The particular shews that they 
accepted of several Commissions, some to be Coll'' or a Lieutenant 
CoU', and some Majors, and for this purpose have levied men pro- 
vided arms and taken measures when and how to act. Now if men 
be so forward as to do any act out of design to bring into our nation 
foreign enemies, or do any thing to encourage them to come in, 
that act is Treason, and tho' the act be not effected, as God be 
thanked this was not, yet nevertheless the design itself is Traaaon. 
We shall go so far back as to the year 1689, and there shall begin 
and show you how at that time they set up a Conspiracy of bring- 
ing in the French King to levy war in this Kingdom under pre- 
tence of restoring King James : we shall prove to you how from 
time to time they held their consultations; our witnesses will tell 
you, and we shall prove to you by tbeir very agents, that they have 
sent Messengers to France to tell them there how our condition 
stood here, and to acquaint them when wou'd be the most conve- 
nient season to invade us with an army. In the mouth of the 
then April following a French army lay ready at La Hogue to have 
embarked and should have landed with us in England, which was 
happily prevented {by the French Fleet being beat) ; and as soou 
as England had been surprised, then their fresh army should have 
assisted that from Fraucc against us, which if it had come to pass, 
I leave it to any sober considerate man to consider how sad our 
condition now had been. 
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Qentlemeij, 

We shall go further with you, and prove it to you by those 
very persoua that were their Agents, how that arms were bought, 
and Boldiera listed and actually quartered with you. 

Before the witnesses gave their evidence, the Prisonera peti- 
tioned that the witnesses might be examined apart; the Judge 
replied, it should be so with all his heart if the King's Counsell 
consented thereto; but he after said he never remembered any 
instance of it, especially iu such a criminal fact, so it was not 
allowed. 

John Lunt{'} being the first witness for the King and Queen 
produced and sworn, and being asked by Sir Will" Williams if he 
knew all the 5 Gentlemen Prisoners at the Bar, he said be did 
know them all. Sir Roland Stanley then said to Lunt, Which is 
S' Roland Stanley ? and Lunt pointing at a wrong person, and a 
great noise being thereupon made, the Judge bid Lunt take one of 
the Officers' white staves and lay it upon Sir Roland Stanley's 
head : Lunt took the Cryer's staff and laid it upon the head of Sii- 
Tho" Clifton, saying that waa Sir Roland Stanley ; (^) and being then 

(') Ttien must harobeenEoniGtliiDg remarkable in the way in vbich tbo cvidonce 
iraa ^Ten. An eje vitaett tbus deecriLeB it : "There ja sometliing I would hot 
caanot deBcribe, and that ia the traascendant and unparalleled impudence of Lunt 
and his partners. I can tell you their words and the material parta of their evi- 
dence, but the form, the audacious boldness with which the; dolivsred themselvei, 
and their brow of bnus far eannount all the language I was ever master of." — 
"WagiUth'i Leittr ant of Lancaihirt to a Friend in London, giving aa Aetount 
ofthalatt TriaU. IG94. (See Mr. Lunt's depo«ition at length, page IS, unM.) 

(') Tn the debate as to admitting the depositions of Goodman (a witnesi who had 
Bed) on the bill of attainder against Sir John Feawiclc in 1G96, Mr. Brotherton 
(who at that time I believe was member for Newton] thus forcibly adduced this 
incident against admitting the deposition in the absence of the witness — "Eleven 
witnesses were produced before a grand jury, and when thej came to give evidence 
face to face, before the petit jury, the first witness did not know the criminal that 
be had sworn against. It was in the case of Sir Rowland Stanley." — Prvceidingi 
again*t Sir John Feiivick Bart, upon a Bill aj Atlaiadvr for Uigh TrtaKUt 
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aflkcd wliich was Sir Tho" Clifton, he pointed at Sir Roland 
Stiuilf^y, saying lliat was he, and further did depose to the effect 
following, viz. That he was a soldier in King James's Guards in 
Ireland, and was there at the time when D' Bromfield came over 
thither from England, wliieh was in the year 1689, and D' Brom- 
fii-ld, as lie said, brought instructions from most of the gentlemen 
in England thai were King James's friends, and desired that his 
Miyciity wotdd send over Commissions,' bat that as he the said 
1>' Urouilidd was a suspected person and ranch sought after in 
Kuglnnd, some other trusty persons were to be pitched upon for 
that purpose, amongst which he, the said Lunt, was one thoaght 
fitt by ray Lord Tho" Howard and recommended by him as such 
to the IWI of Melfort ; and the s^ Lunt being asked by the Lord 
Tho« Howard, H' Bromfield, and the said Earl if he woold under- 
take tho service, agreed to it, and thereupon Commissions and 
other lustmctiund were prepared, and when all things were in 
readiness the Guards were ordered, as before agreed, to be drawn 
Up, and King James coming as to take a riew of them, cashiered 
Lunt, and one (lOrdon who was to go into Scotland, and some 
others who were to be sent lo other parts on the same errand, 
which was done to the intent that it being pnbbciy believed they 
were sent away iu disgrace, they might the better go on that 
business unsuspected ; that thereupon Lunt as he said came for 
E n gland in one Cawson's vessel of Lancaster, together with one 

p. 10S. Ad<] <n« or the ninMiditig iprakm mncvlul tarthobKn^ apon Mr. Bro- 
llMrton'i ipcccb, Uiat bs did not expert injtlimg t« be qooted onl of Laofailiin 
l«WESl Uw nrndinf of tfav bill. In tho ttmnr of Uw iebau on the imm bill, Mr. 
Biviborton ondaanurfd to Ihrov ridiciile upon ibe cbuf« befiire the hoow, and 
l(«sk*llj pntpMod tb«t Sir Joim Fniviek tho arttmtd, ond Captain Porter tba 
forcnoMM appivnr, ilHraU decido tbe man«r by ai^ M»bM, and B^ H o«t 
bafcmtbaMriKtnkal. — (NdBiioo.vd.aLp. ISSl Wban tho addnn of mmm^ 
Mm wai pnpoaad and canM IB lfi9G, Hr. Tbomai BrMhcrtMi and Ihno otkr Las- 
mtif wwhwi, Mr. L^ BmatkM, Sir Bogcr Bfdihaw.apd Mr. Pww fihafaili). 
and Sir TbomM GrormMr om of the CbnUra moBben, rrfined to i^ xL — Old- 
miion, ToL iii. p. 139. Sir John Fenwick (acooiding to tbe Tnw Hittvrj Ac 
p. tst.) m*» in IjuiMulun vfam Loot and othMS vetc tried in AagnM 1496, and 
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M^ Edmund Trelfall, and the ship coming to Cockerham and they 
seeing the Custom House OfBcera making towards tliem(') to come 
on board, he the said Lunt prayed the Master to put him and M' 
Trelfall with their concerns on shore before the officers came on 
board, but the Master refusing, saying he durst not doe it lest the 
officers should see 'em and his ship be forfeited, the said Lunt (us 
he swore) pulled a pistoll(^) from under his coat and set it cocked 
to the Afaster's breast, threatening to shoot bim if be did not 
immediately put off his boat, which he thereupon did put off, and 
Lunt tlircw into the boat a trunk and other things, leaving only 
behind him in the ship a bundle of blank Commissions, and Trelfall 
and he got safe to shore with the rest, where taking their papers 
and commisaious out of the trunk, they left the empty trunk in 
a ditch and got safe to M' Tildesley's of the Lodge, (^j where M' 
Trelfall and he divided their pacquets, M' Trelfall being to go to 
carry Commissions into Yorkshire, and he the said Lunt being to 
distribute the Commissions he had thro' Lancashire and other 
Countys. 

From the Lodge the said Lunt, as he swore, came to Croxteth, 
the Lord Molineus's house, which was in June or July 1689, con- 
ducted thither by a guide in the night,(*) where he found the Lord 

{') Mr. Liiiit gilts 00 hint of this in hia prerioua depoiitiona, anJ the five aeamen 
are nil iilent upon it. Tlie fact in itself is improbable, because tlie icanien would 
liavo hardly dared to quit the ship witb the officers uf tho pUBtoma in liftiit, gtiU 
less, under bucIi circumstances, would Mr. LnnC tiBvc forgotten bis pnpers, or have 
ventured so dsliberatel; to give bis orders about the missing bags as he stepped on 

('] Thia molt remarkable circunutance is nob meationod in bis provious deposi- 
tions, nor is it confirmed bj any of the seamen. 

C) At this house the Tildesleyi were honoured with two rojai visits ; one by 
James 1. in 1617, and the other by Charles II. in 1651. The drat visit was followed 
by the publication of the ill omened Book of SporCi, and tho second by the death of 
the gallant owner of the Lodge in the fight in Wigan Lane, The Lodge, which ii 
Etill Btandinj, but degraded from a family muiaion to a farm house, retains some 
original shields of arms over the mantel- piece. 

(') In his previous depositions (ante p. 12} he never mentions this very remBrkable 
eircumstnnce, that the gentlemen were assembled at Croxteth bj night. Mid Owi|re 
Wilton's deposition is equally silent on that head. 



ag irniiM< fiiwiij to fa > cj" rf B«»^ Miih ■ *■ ^-n^ css- 

toa to fa a CcV itf Hooe, Dl^M^ or Fosl, Bstfar to M' 3laK- 
■nstofaCdrflnimr, nolfar to Sb- VIK Gcnid to fa CoV 
of Hone; aod ow to tfa Lord JiofiMn to fa Govobm' af Lncr- 
pool, H^ tktf thtie fa nv M' llnfaiai giic a Coh^^^b to M* 
BfaadcB to fa U* Mi^or. 'MTwH fcii^lfaa ■JiJfa ^ iJlh 
PiBwaq»if«Dtfa«;GCTtkMlM< fBli o tJ — K ifato Brtfa r 
atCfmtell^faMdTe*. BaagOcBiikcdirncrfah^KaiM' 
Diccoii»oiifafiiretfaitM»e,fa «— M e j yo. ITi^aJiJi'hi Iiiil 
CTer«eoitfaLoriMciimct'iCTfafa»tfatli— :,faimMLiXoL 
Kr BolaiMl Stank; tfan aAcd Lnt if cfcr fa a^ Oe nad Lnt 
were ever an; v^ aeg aai at rf fafixc Unt time? Ijurt R^Ged Ne^ 
d^od^hJi Sir Solaiid aaid, Hov profaUe ^b qb k fa^ i^I 
werebataiaaiiofooaitnoiior ordiBaiywine, Aatlifaald renxre 
a Coauntanoa (tfa ancfitaiwe wfateof in^kt dsov swaj- ht life 
and estate) finn aadi a person aa jron, a lto get far a stnager to 
me? Lont tfan nid. Bat I bnxight too vitfa joor Commisskn 
I^ Bromfieid** ktter.(>) Tbereapon M' Jastice Ettc said to Sir 
Bdand) Yon are aoavered, that -was his credentials ; and fonber 
■aid to the Prisoners, Gentlemen, yoa ma; ask qoestioas, bat this 
is not the time to make obserratione. Then the Judge asked M' 
Lnnt again if, before the delirerr of those Commissions to Sir Tho* 
Clifton and Sir Roland Stanley, he did personally know tbem? 
He answered, he did not till then know cither of them -, and there- 
npon Sir Giles Eyre the Judge did say there was no sudi mighty 
matter in Lont's mistake as the Prisoners made of it in dirersifr- 
lag the two Gentlemen's names that were strangers to him, baring 
been told when be Grst saw them that those were the 2 persons. 
Lnnt moreorer said that the Gentlemen to whom be brought the 

(')Thi. 
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Comruiasions gave him five pounds a piece — That Sir Roland 
Stanley's five pounds was 2 guineas and the rest in silver, and 
further said that all those Gentlemen kissed their Commissions at 
the receipt and reading thereof, and afterwards on their kuees 
drauk the health of King James and his Qneen and the Prince of 
WaleSj and they hoped to be ready. Then Lunt further swore 
that about February 1690 he was with Sir Tho" Clifton at his 
house at Lithom, who gave him £10 to buy arms with and list 
men for King James, and that Sir Roland Stanley some time 
before that bad given him £4, for the same purpose, and that they 
both ordered him to go to one M' Whitfield the King's card 
maker in Leicester Fields London, and take up what money he 
should have occasion for. That II' Dicconson about that time 
gave him the s'' Lunt 2 guineas and desired him to list him men. 
That Lunt accordingly listed him GO men in London, to whom at 
their listing he gave IS** each, and that he sent down 40 swords at 
one time and many more arms by Hilton and by Knowles, Car- 
riers, directed some to one M' Mayer in Preston, some to one 
Taylor of Standish, and some to one Jackson in Preston, and that 
particularly at one time he the a'' Lunt sent down as many arms 
as came to j650, which he bought of a Cutler who lives next to the 
upper end of Middle Row in Holborn, and for which he brought 
the aforesaid M' AV'hitfield to the Cutler, who undertook for the 
payment thereof. 

That about July or August 1691 Lunt was at Standish Hall, 
desired by Sir Roland Stanley, M' Dicconson, M' Blundell, M' 
Langton and others to go over to France to acquaint King James 
with their forwardness, and to know when they might expect him. 
In order to this they gave Lunt £15 and a bill for .£15 more upon 
one Walgrave. That Lunt accordingly went and acquainted King 
James, who told him he would be in readiness the Spring following, 
whereupon Lunt returned in December, and acquainted Sir Tho* 
Clifton, M' Legh, and the rest. 

Lunt likewise swore that about February 1691 he was at Dun- 
kenhalgh, where M' Walmsley being lately come from France, pro- 
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duced a Commission from King James for his being Coll' of Horse, 
and then did deli\er a Commission to M' Diccouson to be his 
Lieut' Coll', and a Commission to M' Langton to be his Major, and 
that M' Langton upon the receipt of that Commission say'd he had 
kept 4 Irishmen in bis house 2 years, and that he now hoped to 
have some good of them. That SI' Legh of Lyme was there pre- 
sent, and that they did all declare they did not question to be well 
prepared against the King's landing. 

M' Diccouson one of the Prisoners asking the said Lunt the 
reason why he either discovered this thing no sooner, or why he dis- 
covered it at all, he the said Lunt answered he had not discovered it 
but that some things were put upon him which he could not do, and 
being urged by the Court to explain himself, he said, Wlien he was 
last in France there was a design on foot to kill King M' ilHam, and 
the Earl of Slelfort asked him if he would make one in the attempt, 
and he answered he would, and came over to England intending to 
do it, but that in his travelling the Country he met with a Carthu- 
sian Fryar, to whom going to confession he declared this, and his 
said Confessor thereupon disallowed it, teUing him unless he could 
do it fairly in the field it was wilfiil Murder, and he thereupon 
first made this discovery lest some of the rest concerned might 
accomplish it. 

John Womt)al!{') the 2""* Witness for the King and Queeu 
swore he for several years was servant to Jamca Knowles a Carrier, 
during which time he carried Arms from London, horse loads of 
Arms to Townlcy, 7 packs he brought in the night to Standish 
Hall, and all the Prisoners were there except Sir Roland Stanley, 
and one Captain Redish took Sir Tho' Clifton's share of the Arms. 



Joshua Ashurst another Witness of the King and Queen 
swore that he carried 3 boxes, which he said he received from 
Womball, to M' Dicconson's house, but does not know that they 
were Arms, but said a Servant paid him for the carriage. 

(') Seo hii preTioui depmilion, page 3S, antt. 
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John Knowles aiiother Carrier, sworn a witness for the King 
and Queen, said in these words — By fair yea and nea I know 
nought on't. 

Oliver Pieraon(') next sworo a witness for the King and Q.uecu, 



(') Tbis penon made tiiB fullowin; deposition after the trial. He onlj speaks to 
evonU whicli happened about 1631, (aeo Trut Uiilori/, &c. p. 207 :) — 

Oliver FearuiD of Longridge in the Pariah of Ribehester and County of Lan- 
ccaater, maketh Oatb, that about Chriatmai lait wsb three jesn, he this Deponent 
being a Servant uf John Womball uf Wigan-Lane Cariyer, was iinployed aij bis 
Servant to manage hia Affairs, lie this DepoDont wont to meet his aaid Maater'e 
Pack-horaeB leaden with Gooda from London, and coming through Wigan Lone 
■foreisid, at an Alo-houie former]; known hj the Sign cf the White Bull, adjoyn- 
ing to the wsy'side, Mr. Standiali of Standi«1i-I]all in the said County, and Mr. 
Btandisli liia 9on came out of the aaid Houae, and thej knowing thi> Deponent, 
called for a Pot of Ale and gave It him, and this Deponent going a little further in 
Wigan Lane aforeawd with the aaid Pack horses to a Pool or I'ond, where Horses 
uflcd to wash and water, n Mare aith her Pack by accident waa thrown down, and 
after slie was recovered, he drove the Horses home to his said Master's bouie, and 
there he uncorded the Pack that waa upon the said Mare, and in the mean time 
tame Mr. Standish the younger aforesaid, and oakod for thia Depsnent's Mnater, 
and thia Deponent anavered, he left him at Wigan, then the aaid Mr. Standish 
■aid, he had aome Gooda brongbt from London apon thoae Pock-horsos that were 
directed to Blackharn, and told this Deponent the Marka of the GooiIj, but to 
whom they were directed, or the Marka of thoae Goods, this Deponent cannot 
remember ; then the said Mr. Standish desired he might have those Goods brought 
home tliat aame night, which tiiis Deponent promised should be done; and when this 
Deponent'a Moater came home, he told him of it, and likewise told him what a Mia- 
fortune had happen'd to the Mare in the Pond as aforesaid, and desired his Master 
to look upon the Goods that were in that Pack, to tte if they were not spoiled : and 
his aaid Maiter going into the Barn where all the Packs lay, ho opened the Boxes 
that were in the aaid Pack, and found in them Pistola for Horsemen, and when he 
saw that they were Pistols, lie throw straw over them that they might not be seen, 
and tbie was upon a Saturday night. And this Deponent farther saith, that upon the 
Sunday night following ahont Twelve o'clock his aaid blaster ordered him to 
Saddle a good Gelding, and a Mare, and to take two Corn-Sacks into the Dam, and 
there thia Deponent and his Master filled those Sachs with the Pistola as full as 
they coald well be carried on Horseback ; then his said Afoster opened other Packs 
and found two Kettle Drumi (the Kettle Drums were in a Cask made for the pur- 
pose) which he whelved upon thia Deponent's bead as he sat on Horseback upon one 
of the Sacks of Pistols ; and when this Deponent began to ride forward, the Kettle 
Drums made a noise by ralllingonc against another, and ao frighted the Ilorao that 
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COHBOD, but mentioned not irhat sort, wliat quantity, nor whiit 
rime. 

George Wilson, {') witness for the King and Queenj swore that lie 
was ordered by the Prisoners to go to the Water Side to wait for 
some Gentlemen that were to come by sea, and that he came to 
Croxteth with M' Lunt, and saw M^ Lunt deliver Commissions to 
Beverall of the Prisoners — saw Lunt receive money from Lord 
Molineux to euliat Soldiers — says he was at Dunkenhalgh in 1691 
and saw If Walmsley give a Commission to M^ Dicconson to be 
Lieut' Coll', and another to M"' Laugtou to be Major. 

Colli Urian Brereton(^) another witness for the King and Queen 
swore he was an Officer under King James in L-eland, who having 
no farther service for him, he came to England and was engaged 
by Sir Roland Stanley to head such forces as they were preparing 
in favour of King James. 

Captain Baker, another witness for the King and Queen, swore 
that being informed that there were Aims secretly kept at Stan- 
dish Hall, he went with a party of Dutch Horse in July last to 
search there, where he and those that went with him found 39 
saddles, most of them war saddles ; that all the war saddles were 
seemingly new, which be believed had never been used, the panells 
being clean and white — that he there found a few belts with 
sockets for carrying carbines — that there were a great many 
bridles fitt for Troopers, and particularly one fine bridle fitt for an 
Officer — that some of the saddles were but ordinary hackney 



(') Sm Ihit witneu'a prcvioiu depositiou (page 28, anU). 

(') Urian wiu a common christian oame of the Breretona of Handford, but it does 
not »ppear that this pcrsoD was a member of that family. WagstafTc, in hiB LeUer 
oat of Lancathirt, calls him a ■addlor'a apprentice ; nnd Forgu^on, in his L4tUT to 
Sir J, Trinchard, pravea him to be ■ common aharpcr. lie had been in Franoe, 
and having wandered to Liala and been there detained until some account could be 
hod of him from ^t. (lermains, the repreMntatione the; gave of him were to little 
to hii advantage that be was drummed out of the place. 
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mourning saddle — that there was 
g saddle Lc left, and the rest lie 



Baddies, but that there vas 
ouc buff coat : that the 
seized and took away. 



[Tfte Ii^ormation of John Hllson of Chippin in the Ccmnty 

of Lancaster, i}) 

(Printed ttaai the I'rK Hlitorii, page 24a.i 

That he this Informant doth remember, that at Christmas last 
■was four Years, one Mr. Thrillfall of Goosner in the said County of 
Lancaster and oue Mr. John Lunt who went then by the Name of 
Jackson, said they came from King James out of Ireland into 
Lancashire, as he had been inform'd also by others, and this 
Informant being at that time in their Company at Goosuer heard 
them aay, they had brought several Commissions from Kiug James 
to several Roman Catholic Gentlemen and others in Laneashire 
and other places, one of which he this Informant saw, viz. One for 
Mr. Lunt to be a Lieutenant under Mr. Thrillfall, (^) and Mr. 
Thrillfall told him, he had a Commission to be a Captain. 

And this Informant farther saith, that at the same time of his 
seeing tlicra at Goosner as aforesaid, there was one with them that 
went by the Name of Alderton, who was writing to London for 
Arms as they said, and heard them discoursing, that they had 
others that had bought great Quantities of Arms and other things 
for War, some of which he this Informant at that time saw, viz. 
five or six Swords, two Case of Pistols and one Pocket Pistol, and 
to the best of his remembrance a Dagger, and Armour(^) made of 
white Paper sow'd together witli yellow Wire, and that they were 
endeavouring to get a great many more, all which were for King 
James's Service : And this Informant further siuth, that soon after 
Mr, Thrillfall and Mr. Lunt coming over as abovesaid, he was 



CJTbis witneiB wu not examined on the trials, but 
onl; a few days before, it hiu been tbought dedrable to imert it 
the otber evidence far tLe Crown. 
(') This irniitt bava been in 16S», the jear before Mr. ThretfaU 
{") A BtraagD nrmourj' to comiiiODce a rebellion ! 



he made a depoiition 
rt it in this place after 
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employ'd by the said Thrillfall aud Lunt to make double Girts 
for four Buckles for Troopera' Saddles, and accordingly did make 
34, 23 of which he deliver'd to the said Thrillfall, who told him 
that upon their having Oecasion he should make more. 

That the Candlemas after tliis Informant was at Goosiier, Mr. 
Thrillfall told him be bad twenty Irish Men all ready for his Troop, 
most of whom this Informant at that time saw, who said them- 
selves, that Lunt spoke to them, and sent them down from London 
to be Soldiers for King James under Mr. Thrillfiill, and the said 
Irish Men were at Thrillfall's, and in the Country for several 
Months ; some of whom were afterwards imprison'd in Lancaster 
Goal, he doth remember the Names of some of them, viz. Thomas 
Lock, WiUiam Maearty and Oneal, Dumbarton, two whose Names 
were Bourn, and two whose Names were Cook, Kelly a tall Man, 
Walter Tate, Richard Lettice a little Man well skill'd as he said in 
fencing, Hugh Neal, one Locksome who used to have a Spaniel 
with brown Spots, which used to lye with him upon the Bed, one 
tbey eall'd Long Boy a Taylor, one Mr. Dalton a very handsome 
comly Man, a fat Man that wore a blew Apron who was taken for 
a Preston Butcher, who used to ask any body that look'd upon 
him, if they had any fat Calves or Sheep to be sold. 

And this Informant farther saith, that betwixt 2 or 3 Years ago 
the said Mr. Lunt came to this Informant's House, and then did 
declare to this Informant, that he the said Lunt had been at 
Duugan-Hall with Mr. Walmsley, who as he said was lately come 
from France, and the said Lunt said, he had received from the said 
Walmsley a Commission to be a Captain of Horse in a Regiment 
to be raised for Kiug James's Service, and that the said Walms- 
ley was to be CoUonel of the same, which Commission he this 
Informant at that time saw in the hands of Mr. Limt and heard 
him read the same. And this Informant saith, that a little after 
the said Lunt's receipt of the said Commission as aforesaid, he this 
Informant saw the said Mr. Lunt Ust several Men for King James's 
Service, viz. Richard Cottam, Edward Cottam, Tlio. Swinghurst, 
Lancellot Bolton, William llodgkinson, Henry Bourne, Richard 
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Beeslcy, Robert Clarkson, his Brother Cathbert Wilson, and this 
Informant, and several others promised that thev would list them- 
selves the nest time Lunt came to this Informant's House. 

And abont 3 Years and a half ago Mr. Ltmt told this Informant, 
that he the said Lnnt had listed ais(') Men in WyersdaJe for King 
Jimies's Service, and that he was promis'd a great many more 
there, and abont three Years siuce Mr. Lunt told this Informant, 
he had listed twelve Men in Chesliire for the said Service. 

At Inglewhite Fair was three Years, Mr. Lunt sent this Infor- 
mant to one James Bradley a York Carrier, that Uv'd a little 
beyond Longridge-feU with a Letter, this Informant brought bim 
the Bald Lunt baek to the best of his remembrance a Letter in 
answer to that sent, but does positively say, he broogbt back a 
Watch from the said Carrier and deliver'd it to Lunt, Near three 
Years ago (to the best of this Informant's remembrance) Mr. 
Lunt came to this Informant's House and told him, he was going 
to the Lord Molyneux's to meet a great many Gentlemen there. 
Much about the same time Mr. Lunt sent him this Informant, 
to one William Hodgkinson of Legrum abont buying a black 
Mare of the said Hodgkinson, and order'd him to bring him back 
an Answer to Duugan-Hall, and accordingly this Informant did 
TetQin with his Message to Dungan-Holl, and then and there he 
this Informant saw in company with Mr. Lunt, Mr. Charles 
Harris, Robert Holden and several other Gentlemen that this 
Informant did not know, and this Informant after a little stay 
there, did see a Gentleman they call'd Mr, Walmsley corae down 
Stairs into a Room at the foot of the Stairs, where the said Lunt 
and the other Gentlemen were, and a httle time after he came into 
the said Room he saw the said Lunt pull a Paper out of bis Pocket, 
and deliver it to the said Walmsley who receiv'd the same, which 
this Informant doth behove was a Roll of Men listed for King 
James's Service, because the next Time he this Informant met 
with aod aav the said Lnnt (^riiich was about a fortnight after,) be 



(') Robert Bndle}', whose depotition is in the Appondii, mji thirty. 
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told him that the Paper he saw him deliver to Mr. Walmsley, was 
a Roll or Liat of the Nameo as aforefiaid.(') 

John Wilson.] 
Juraf 5. die 
Oct. 1694. 
Coram me, 

G. Eyre. 

The forementioned evidence for their Majesties having been 
given and no more witnesses being called, after some stay M' Dic- 
conson, one of the Prisoners, asked for himself and the rest, if that 
were all the evidence that would be given against thorn? moving, if 
they had more, they would give it altogether ; to which Mr. Jus- 
tice Eyre said he must leave that to the King's Counsell; where- 
upon' Sir AVill™ Williams standing up eald — To deal plainly, we 
have no further evidence to give, imlesa we have occasion given by 
what may fall from the Prisoners' evidence. 

Sir Roland Stanley then applied himself to the Court and said — 
My Lords, wc are not able to make our observations upon all the 
improbabilities and incoherences of the evidence given against us, 
but wo arc well assured your Lordships' Justice will do it for us : 
there has been great industry to conceal from us the particular 
matters we are charged with. AH the discoveries we have made 
we owe to the Providence of God, who protects the innocent — in 
the mean time we shall satisfy your Lordships and the Gentlemen 
of the Jury that this is a bloody conspiracy against our lives for 
the sake of our estates, carried on by indigent and necessitous 
villains. 

Then Mr, Dicconson said tiirther — My Lords, it is no new thing 
to hear of sham plotts forged by persons for interest and design — 

(') The witnesi KSfG not a word of the very important fact mentioDSd in the do- 
poutioni of Kobert Ilradloy in the appeudji, tliat it was he who liept the roll of the 
«iitiited men, tud tli»t he burnt it at the requeit of Ur. lumt ; notber of wbieli 

ever alluded to by tbo latter. 
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such an oue was that of Fuller,(') who was ordered hy a vote of 
the House of Commons to be prosecuted for an impostor, and that 
of Whitney,(') who, to save Ms hfc after he had been condemned, 
gave information of a Plott, but the Lord Chief Justice Holt upon 
examination detected it, and Wldtney was executed the neKt(') day. 
Another of a like nature was that of Young and Blackett,(*) which 
is so well known to the Counsel! and most of the Gentlemen of the 
Court that I need not repeat it j and 1 hope, my Lorda, we shall 



(1) The atorj of Fuller, who in 1C92 amused ths House of Commons with pre- 
tended discovoriea of a plot against the government, and who, failing to produae 
lome witnesace he bad named in Bupport of it, wa« voted to bo an impostor, is told 
in Oldmiion'a BUtory of England, vol. iiL p. 67. But he aeoma to havo boon 
inoonigible ; for not with standing that he was prosecuted and put in the pilloTj for 
this offence, he wag again tried for a similar offence in the year 1703, and beiug 
found gnittj, was whipped, imprisoned, and fined. — Ibii). vol. iii. p. 251.. The 
allusion here made to bis case b; Mr. Dicconson was well timed, for his imposture 
was then bo recent and so notorious as to have thrown informers (especially political 
inforraers) into even more than ordinary discredit. 

(>) Whitney's case was, if possible, more romarkabla than Fuller's, la tlio 
year 1633 this person, who is mentioned before (page 22,) was lying in Newgate 
under gentenco of death for highway robbery, and, to procnre a pardon, he boldly 
invented and ivith consummate hardihood attempted to support a charge aghast 
the Lords Litchfield, Aylesbury, and Salisbury of being engaged with others ia a 
plot to assassinate the king, but the sagacity and temper of Lord Holt defeuted the 
Mtempt. See the story told in Ralph's Continiialion of the llulori/ of England, 



vol. 



ii.p.4 



n the year 



(>} According to this account Whitney was exeeutod in 1693, and ni 
mentioned by Johnson (page 22, ante). 

{*) Robert Young and Stephen BhLckhead, two persona who in 1692 got up an 
eitraordiusrj accusation of high treason against Spratt hiehop of Rochester, the 
particulars of which are detailed with so much clcameasin hia often printed account, 
and which may be read in the Sarltian MiictUany, vol. vi. p. 19S. Blackhead's 
effrontery gave way before the force of the bishop's tranaparent innocence, and he 
ultimately confosacd hia guilt ; but his partner Robert Young, whose career of 
villainy and crime has no parallel in any personal history, never retracted the 
charge, although the bishop was able to produce overwhelming evidence of its 
falsehood. Both the priaoners were afterwards indicted and convicted of forgery. 
Unfortunately Robert Young, in two statemeots which he made, claims this 
neighbourhood ns the place of his nativity ; in the first he states that he was bom 
at Chester, and in the second at Warrington. It ii to be hoped that both itate- 
ments were groundless. 
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make it appear that this design against us is of the same nature, 
and by our witnesses we shall be able to make it out. 

Ailer which the Prisoners bad leave to call their witnessea, and 
the first was — 

Simon Arrowsmith who swore that he being under Gaoler of Lan- 
caster Castle in the year 1690, Lunt was then a prisoner, poor and 
shabby, and asked some Irish men who bad served King James if 
they wou'd list, but was by them refused, and that he Lunt had 
called himself Smith. 

M' John Breers swore that Lunt had told him he had robbed 
on the highway, which he said Lunt called the merry pad. 

Cuthbert Wilson(') swore that he had heard Lunt say that he 
and his Comrades, when in King James's service, had committed 
severall robberies, and that he had done it in England, and that it 
was a merry way of living, and entreated him the said Wilson to 
engage with him in the same way of hfe, and mentioned some 
other particulars concerning Lunt's roguery. 

Charles Bcswick swore that Lunt in the year 1690 sold a horse 
to 3 several persons in one day, and cheated them all by secretly 
going away with it. 

Lawrence Parsons swore that as he was coming from Lancashire 
to London, he met with Lunt, who opened the business of the 
Plott to him, and wanted to engage him in it, but be refused him ; 
he likewise mentioned the particulars. 

M' Legh Bank8,(^) a Gentleman of Gray's Inn, swore that he 

(') Thia witness wai brother to John Wilson, whose depoaition bw been given 
p»ge 76, an(a. 
C) The author of A Trut SUtory, p. 124, charge* Mr. Baneki with oaanterfeitins 
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had heard of one H' Tuffe who v 
he meiition'd the particulara. 



s to have been in the Plott, and 



M' Taffe himself gave evidence to the same effect as M' Legh 
Bancks had done, aiid diselos'd the whole villainy in a long series 

of Transactions. {') 



druokenneBB, and thereby mdadog Lonttotellbim tlieuaioeaoftbekiDg'ei 
and other particulan previous to the trial. According to WogEtafie, &Ir. Legh 
Bancks give evidence that be wu introdui^ed to Lunt b; TaSe ; that Lunt was weQ 
pleased at it, and would needs have bim obliged to aecreey, that Lunt told him ha 
might have been in Dodawortb's plot if be would, that hebadtwo witneases, Womball 
and Wilson, to back hia evidence, but that lie would turn them off, because tbef 
were ignorant fellowa, if be could but get two or three gentlemen (like Mr. Bancka) 
who would msnage the bnainoBB and bring his plat to a better conclusion — tbat hs 
enquired if be Mr. Bancks could write well, and proposed, if he could, that he 
abould be employed in writing commiiaions — that be Lunt could get »n old com- 
mission of Kiog James's and a pass from Lord Mclfort, and it would be easy to 
counterfrit their bonds — tbat be promised bim great rewards and put him in bopM 
of the gentlemen's ostatea. — Wagtlaft't Leiltr out of Lancaihire. And Ferguson 
tella UB that both Mr. Banck« and Mr. Bereaford were introduced to Mr. Lunt, who 
proposed to them to be parties to tbe plot at the Sliip in liutcber Row near Temple 
Bar, on Friday 28th September 1694, about three o'clock in tbe afternoon .^L<ft«r 
to tiir John Trtnehard. 

('} UpoD bearing TafTe'a evidence, Mr. UlduiiioQ eaya. Sir William Williama, 
the King's Counsel, aat down in Court and would examine no more witneasei 
against the prisonera, giving up the cause at once, though there were many witneaaea 

unexamined oa well to TaSe's infamous cbarncter aa to the plot itselC A* 

■eon as tbe Court broke up he took post for London and represented tbe King*! 
witnesses as foi^era of a plot to destroy many gentlemen of rank and fortune, — 
vol. iii. p. SO. 

The author of A Trti4 Hitlory of Iht iiverai Dciignt Offaimt hi* Majttty't 
Ptrion and Goemmtnlfrom 1688 till 1697, affirms tbat Tbrolfall and Lunt were 
provided with passes under the hand and seal of the Lord Melfort, and that one of 
such passes was ready to be produced at the trial at Manchester, " but Sir W. W. 
for reasons test known to himself would not suffer it" (p. 13). But without attri- 
buting to Sir William Williams coolness in the service of tbo government, it ll 
easy to find a better motive for his conduct. An honourable advocate finding that 
his case could only be supported by perjury ood forgery, would miturtllj act as he 
did. 

It is to be inferred from the following letter tbat )f r. Taffe continued to meddle 
with plota, real or pretended, for eome yean at leut after the present tiiola : — 



[The Narrative of Mr. Taffe is here given verbatim from A Col- 
lection of Scarce and Valuable Papers, p. 552 : — (') 

Some time after Christmas Anno Dom. 1693, John Lunt came 
to my House, and told me he had a discovery of great Moment, to 
make to the Government, but was unwilling to communicate it to 
any body, except some Man that had Interest at Court. There- 

WhJtebaU A p. 3. 1701. 
Richard Norris Eaq. 

Major (of Lirerpool) 
Sir 

The encloaod latter to Mr. TafFB being brought by one of the letter car- 
riers of the post office to &Ir. Secretary IIodgGi, be directs me to send it to yon U)d 
desires you will please eiumine into tba matter of it and give him an account of 
vhat you find, aud if there bo occaaion, that you direct the offenders to be prow- 
cuted according to law. 



—NoTTti Paptri, (Cbotbam Society,) p. 62. 

Otdmixon, (vol. iii. p. 99,) the year after tlia trials, when it was become important 
to disparage Taffe, reckons up many ofleoces against him ; amongst others that be 
■tole a silvGr chalice and otber goods from Mr. Hesketh, a priest near Preston, 
which Captain Balcer obliged him to restore : that he stole money, another silver 
chalice, an altar cloth, and other goods from Mr. Itlolineux, which Mr. Morrison 
forced him to restore. 

Burnet (vol. ii. p. 142) says that Taffe was an Irish priest, who liad not only 
changed bis religion but had married in King James'n time. lie came into tha 
serrice of King William's goremment, nod had a small pension. He was long in 
pursuit of a discoTerj of the imposture in the birth of the Prince of Wales, aod 
wu engaged with more saccess in discovering the concealed estates of the priests 
tnd the religious orders, in which some progress was made. These seemed to be 
sore evidences of the man's sincerity, at least in his oppositioo to those whom he 
had forsaken, and whom be was provoking in so sensible a manner. This is men- 
tioned chiefly to shew how little that sort of men are to be depended on. Ue 
possessed those to wbom bis otber discoveries gave him access of the importance of 
this Lunt, and was very zealous in supporting Lunt's credit, and in assisting bim in 
his discoveries. 

(') The title is; "A Collection of Scarce and Valuable Papers, some whereof were 
never before printed :" (then follows a list of the papers, twenty-six in number,) 
" London ; printed for George Sawbridge at the Three Golden Howen de Luees, in 
Little Briuin, 1712." 



upoa I acquainted the Eari a£ BeUamant wiliL it, who denied me 
to get Lant to aet down in wntxiig; what he had to asf , and kk 
linrdahip would introdnxx him to the Secxetanr of State. Where- 
upon I went and told lamt^ what xaj Lati aaid; the next day 
Lnnt bion^t me a Paper, importm^ to tibe best of m j memosj^ 
that Lnnt widi one Bzomiiehi were aent ficom Fnmce, to mnrther 
King William^ and diat several were to joyn them in the Attempt. 
This Paper I carried to die EadL of BeOamonty who acquainted 
Secretarr Tienchard with it : upon iriiieh the Secr eta ry desired to 
speak with Lunt, who accurfin^y waited on hiui sevoral times : I 
know not whether or no the Secretary befieved him, but I remem^- 
ber he told me he was a Jacobite, and took no notice of him^ gi^^ins 
him but fire Guineas^ llien Lont desired me to bring him ac- 
qpunted with Capt. Baker^ fiir diat he knew who had gtren a great 
deal of Money to superstitious uses ; whereupon I brou^it Lnnt 
to Capt. Bakers Office, who entertained hiui as a Witness^ and 
gave him a sum of Money hi hand, besides 20i^ per Week; after 
which Lnnt and Baker were always togetiber till Ae WitnesKS 
were examined, who pretended to know any Aing of die fcrfcited 
Estates. After which Capt. Baker, having noAing to db^ rc sohed 
on a Ptoject. which was> to sue all the Engfidmen in France to 
Oudawnes ; in order to which he deared Lnnt to gne him the 
Names of those above mentioned. Lunt named Mir. Wafanakj 
and promised to prove him there : Baker^ who was gjbd to hear 
of so good an estate, bargained with him for a diird part of it^ to 
be divided between Aaron Smidi, Capt. Baker^ and Ae r«it of due 
Witnesses ; after which Capt. Baker came to me, and toU me Ae 
discourse he had with .\aron Smith, and desired me to speak to 
my Lord IVirtland to beg due Estate, I told him my Locd Bxdml 
was a Man of UKvr^ hottour. And besiiks I toU him my Loed 
Rurtland was Jj^HUg to (tattd«rs> and that Mr. Wafamdey was upmi 
his journey iuU> KagbawL with their Majesties' ^a. lliia Answer 
«Mnewhat $ttr(>risifHi Okpt. Ibiker. who tha bethoo^t himadf of 
another design. wKkh was to fo on with Lnnt in his first Dismmj 
of RilKng Ring William. In all their Projects he fovad Aai to 
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be very necessary in getting good estates for himself. Capt. 
Baker gaye Lunt Money, whom he called fellow-sufferer. Mr. 
Smith and Capt. Baker both gave Lunt Money to help in his 
Discovery ; they sum'd up his Evidence, and took his Narrative in 
Writing, which they seemed glad to receive ; yet they perceived it 
wanted Aaron Smith's Correction, to make it every way to the 
purpose. When Lunt's Narrative was mended, they shewed it to 
me, asking my opinion of it, which I gave them freely, thinking 
what Lunt said was true, till he gave me a Catalogue of such 
Honourable Persons as the then Marquiss of Carmarthen, the 
Duke of Devonshire, the Marquiss of Hallifax, the Earl of Notting- 
ham, Sir John JIainwaring, Sir Willoughby Aston, Sir Duttou 
Colt, Mr. Norris of Spekc, Mr. Rigby, &c. I thought their Plot a 
Fiction, for I could not imagine those men should Plot i^ainst the 
life of the King, that bad hazarded tbeir own to bring him to the 
Throne : yet I dared not to speak my sentiments of the Plot, for 
fear of being impeached of High Treason : But I told them that 
tbo' it might be true, yet it would not be believed against them, 
they were so much in the Favour and Interest of the Government. 
But I told them it would be the best way to bring the Reputed 
Papists and Jacobites to their Tryals, and then they might discover 
their AccompUccs. This Advice pleased Lunt so well, that he was 
persuaded to blot out these and many more out of his Discovery, 
and compleat bis Narrative with others. When Lunt's Narrative 
was corrected they gave it to Mr, Ellis to Copy fair, {who waa Capt. 
Baker's Clark) for which sen^ice the said Ellis was to have ten 
shillings a week. 

After this Lunt and Baker said they would not acquaint any 
with it but the Lord Keeper and the two Secretaries of State. I 
asked him why he would not acquaint the whole Council with it. 
They (reply'd Lunt) are many of them guilty themselves, and there- 
fore would oppose it. I thought this then a good reason for not 
acquainting the Council with it. But since I hnd the reason truly 
to be, that it was easier to impose upon three Persons than the 
whole Council. After this Capt. Baker writes to me in Lancashire 
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to bring up one Womball a Broken Carrier, who pretended to have 
discovered some Arms sent by bim into Lancashire. On the Road 
I asked him what he knew of the Plot ; be said no more than that 
once he brought a Box of Swords into Lancashire ; be then also 
deny'd that he knew Lunt, yet afterwards when he came to Capt. 
Baker's OfiSce, be knew both Lunt and the Plot as well as any 
man ; so soon did Aloney refresh his memory : upon the Receiving 
of which he grew so proud and domineering, that he threatened to 
bring every one into the Plot, that displeased him, or asked him 
for the Money that he owed them. 

After this, Lunt entertained one Wilson, a. fellow that helped to 
make Beds for the Guests, at the Bear and Ragged Staff in Smith- 
field. I asked Lunt who that Gentleman was, who said, that be 
was a Gentleman come from Preston iji Lancashire, and that Mr. 
Smith had given him ten pounds to defray his charges to London. 
Seeing them carry all before them, I began to fear the event ; for 
they did every Night at the Tavern talk openly of perpetrating 
their villainous designs, instructing one another in the Mystery of 
Iniquity, threatning to accuse me if I should discover them. 

After this, all things being ready for their designs, they went 
into the Country with Messengers, Warrants, and what else were 
necessary, for seizing Men, Arms, and Horses ; Then Capt. Baker 
told me, if I would oblige him with my company into Lancashire 
he would bear my charges, for he said he did not like Luut's or 
Wilson's Company. He disliking their Company, 1 was bold to 
say, I thought tliey did not in every thing speak Truth : Baker 
said whether they did or not, I am sure to make out a heinous 
Plot; for besides these Fellows, \-iz. Lunt and Wilson, Aaron 
Smith has more Witnesses in Store, if they could find out store of 
Arms and Horses in the Papists' bauds, to prove a Plot, which 
shall go through England, till it make a through Reformation, and 
down Bishops and Cathedral Laws : For, says Baker, we can never 
he happy whilst there is a Bishop or Minister of the Church of 
England left. And I, though unwillingly, did consent to go with 
him for divers Reasons, First, Because I was afraid they would 
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do me some nuBchief if I refused, for they threatned Death to any 
that contradicted them. Secondly, I apprehended, if I absolutely 
should refuse them, they would never trust me any more ; and then 
I should be deprived of an opportunity of discovering their Plot, 
and of serving the Government which I was oblig'd to do. 

Reader, should 1 here give you an account of their Impiety upon 
the Road, and tell you of their Atheism, Blasphemy, and all other 
sorts of Profanencss, you would not read them without a sigh or 
Tears : They made it a Capital Crime to say Grace, or go to 
Church ; and though all of them were arrived to an intolerable 
degree or pitch of Villainy, yet Baker did exceed them all, for 
every where as he went he did exclaim against the Church of 
England Religion, he did frequently say, the time was coming to 
pull dowu the Ecclesiastical Laws, and that he thought God had 
preserved hira for that purpose : And Aaron Smith wished for old 
Oliver again, saying, the times were never so happy as under him, 
and that he had not so much animosity against the Papists of the 
Church of Rome, as those of the Church of England ; for they 
were for Monarchy and Hierarchy. With these and such like 
discourses, they entertain'd us on the Road j Womball and Lunt 
af&rming with bloody Oaths that his Worship was in the Eight : 
And for the Truth of this I appeal to the People of the Inns where 
we lodged, viz. at the Bull in Manchester, the Eagle and Child in 
Wiggon, and the Golden Lyon in Warrington, When we came 
into Laucasliire, and things were in a Readiness for seizing Horses 
and Arms of the Roman Catholicks, Baker had pickt up a parcel 
of the greatest Rascals in that Country, who minding nothing but 
plundring and rappareeing ; wherever they came they used to seize 
Horses and sell them again to the Owners for five or ten pounds 
a horse : Sometimes they brought the Horses to Capt. Baker, who 
kept or returned them as he pleased, always getting something by 
them ; for they were never restored gratis to any, as I could hear. 

Seeing Baker thus Extravagant, I began to tell him of his Irre- 
gular Proceedings, because when he first invited me down he pro- 
mised to be ruled by me, but he never would. 
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The Messengers ua'd to curse Taffe, saying G — D — him, for he 
persuades the Capt. to go down ; which if he does, we shall never 
have the like opportunity to get Money. I never saw Men so 
extravagant and resoluto to ruine themselves, I pitied the circum- 
stances of the Gentlemen whom their plotting designed to mine, 
whose Destruction I was willing to prevent; which obliged mc to 
reveal this Mystery of Iniquity to some body that might enable me 
to do it. I gave Hints of this to the Parson of New-Town, but he 
seeing me in such Company was afraid to trust rae, which was a 
great affliction to me. I resolved in my mind to prevent the ruin 
of those Innocent Gentlemen by any means, but the Power and 
Authority of Aaron Smith deterred me. He did so threaten and 
discourage all them that durst contradict him, he was so careful of 
his Plot that it should succeed, that he came every day to Capt. 
Baker's Office, to instruct and prepare the Witnesses against the 
TryalSj and so confident he seem'd to effect what he had con- 
trived, that sometimes he would audaciously affirm, that in less 
than half a year he would have the hves of five hundred Persons, 
In short, I knew not what to resolve on, till the Quarrels of Wil- 
son and Lunt gave me opportunity of detecting their Plot ; and 
the best way I could think of was to find out Wilson, which when 
I had done, I invited him to dinner, that I might learn the matter 
between Lunt and him ; Whereupon Wilson told rae Lunt had 
cheated him of Money given him to bear his charges out of 
Lancashire, whence he made the Secretary believe he came (tho' 
he did dwell in Smithfield.) Wilson told me the sum was ten 
pounds, which Lunt and Baker divided between them, except fifty 
shillings which they gave him ; then I asked Wilson what he would 
do if he disobliged Lunt, who taught him his Lesson : Now, said 
he, I am acquainted with Aaron Smith and Capt. Baker, who are 
better able to teach me than Lunt, and they look upon me to be 
the soberer Man ; and when we have hanged up the Gentlemen in 
Custody, we will turn out Lunt, and employ one Dandy and Pieraon, 
who are kept by Baker at Coventry on purpose to swear, who, 
with Womball and my self, will pass for Evidences over the whole 
Kingdom. 
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The day follomng I went to Luut, to know what the matter was 
between him and Wilson, Lunt answer'd that Wombal and Wilson 
were two ungrateful Villains, because they expected as much as he, 
tho' he was the principal Evidence. Then Lunt wished he had to 
do with some Gentleman, and told me if I would join with him, he 
wonld introduce me to the Secretary of State, and cast offWomball 
and W^ilson, I answered I would not my seK, but promised to 
make it my business to find out some Gentleman that woidd swear 
with him. Then Lunt told me, that Mr. Smith told him, unless 
he produe'd some Commissions, he could not do his business so 
well : Whereupon Lunt said to me, Mr. Taffe, if you will write the 
Commissions, I will reward you largely. I told liim I did not 
write a good hand, but I would get some Writing- Master to do it 
for him. llieu Lunt told me he would drop them in some House; 
I asked him in what House ; he said in Whitfield's the Cord- 
maker's or in some of the Gentlemen's Houses in Custody ; for, 
said he, Mr. Smith bid me drop them in whose House I pleased, 
and he would procure a Warrant to search the House, and send 
Messengers to find them, and wc will swear they were the very 
Commissions from King James. After that, Lunt and I parted, 
■nd then I went to some of my Acquaintance, to intrcat them to 
I assist me in the Discovery of this piece of Roguery ; hut none of 
them would be concerned in it, lest Luut aud Wilson should 
Bwcar something against them. 1 myself was also apprehensive, 
that if I went to the Secretary, he would not believe me, but 
look upon me to be a Man not well aft'ccted to the Government: 
Whereupou I thought it the best way to find out some Persons 
that would pretend to swear with Lunt, and Counterfeit Commis- 
sions, and go to the Government, and acquaint them how they 
were imposed upon by a parcel of Villains, 1 was very uneasie to 
think that so many innocent Gentlemen should sufier by the Evi- 
dence of those I knew to be perjur'd ; I thereupon began to fear 
for my self and for the Gentlemen : for the Gentlemen, that if I 
did not discover the Desigus of these Plotters, not only the Gen- 
tlemen in Custody would fall a Sacrifice to the Interest, Pride, 
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and MaUee of these Conspirators, but most of the Prime Nobility 
and Gentry wonld follow them ; for my self, I was resolved to do 
it, rather than the Blood of so many innocent Gentlemen should 
be rec|uired at my hands ; which I was afraid it would, if any self- 
regard fthould make me so dastardly and timorous as not to use 
my utmost endeavours to clear them. Whereupon I bethought 
me by what means I might conyeniently do it ; and amongst all 
that did occur none seem'd more probable, than to apply my self 
to some of the Prisoners' Friends, that were either reputed Papists 
or Jacobites ; yet finding the Day of Tryal approaching, and Lunt 
impatient to drop Commissions, and Aaron Smith impatient to 
hasten the work, I resolved, rather than fail, to send to some of the 
Ladies whose Husbands were in Custody. I understood the thing, 
and went to Madam Dickenson, who after several meetings pre- 
vailed with Mr. Leigh Bancks to give me a meeting. As soon as 
Mr. Bancks came to me, I told him that if he and some others would 
go to Lunt, and tell him they wanted Money, and desire him to 
put them in a way to get some, they would be well received. Mr. 
Bancks answer'd he would consider of it, and desir'd another 
meeting, and said he would have some body with him. I met him 
in Grays-Inn-Lane, and two others that liked the Project well, and 
promised to meet Lunt at four in the Afternoon. 
' In the mean time I acquainted Lunt that I had gotten some 
Gentlemen to swear with him ; upon which Lunt swore a bloody 
Oath he would turn off Womball and Wilson, and make them 
return to their old Employs. 

After this, Lunt and I went to the place appointed, which was 
the Ship Ale-House in Butcher- Bow without Temple Bar, where 
the Gentlemen came and sent for me, and told me they would wil- 
lingly defer this till the next day; but I, being unwilling they 
should, told them Lunt would suspect something if they delayed 
it, and used such Argimients as Mr. Bancks was resolved to speak 
with Lunt, and accordingly met him. As soon as Mr. Bancks 
was seen by Lunt, Lunt complimented him, and told him he was 
happy to be concern^ with Gentlemen, for that he had to do with 
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a parcel of Mechanicks, who knew notliing but what he told 
them, and said lie would put them off, if Mr. Bancks would join 
with him ; Mr, Bancks seemed very modest, and said he would be 
glad to get Money, but at that time was not prepared to undertake 
a business of that Consequence, having been in Company ail that 
Day ; tho' he then desired Mr. Lunt to give liira some insight into 
the business ; upon which Lunt drew out his Narrative ; it was 
written for us in good form by Captain Baker's Clark ; Lunt gave 
it us to Read, and Mr. Bancks said he knew nothing of the matter, 
and asked Lunt what he must doV Sir, said Lunt, you must 
swear all this ia true. I am, adding he, upon Counterfeiting Com- 
missions, and yon must have a Commission from one of the Gen- 
tlemen in Custody : But Mr. Bancks, can you \Vritc a good hand; 
for if you can, says Lunt, you must Write it your self, for we 
must not trust too many in our affairs, i do not Write well, says 
Mr. Bancks ; but how can you Counterfeit King James's hand ? 
I have, says Lunt, an old Commission in my Pocket, and have 
likewise my Lord Melford'a hand, and we will have alt the Com- 
missions signed King James, and drop them in some Houses, that 
when Mr. Smith sends to search the Houses, they may find the 
Comraisaions; which we will swear were the same King James 
sent by me to the Gentlemen in Custody, and several others ; for, 
says he, I intend to go all over England with my Plot, if yon will 
join heartily with me, and bring some EViends with you that will 
swear the same things with ua. Then Lunt told Mr. Bancks he 
was to have been in Dodsworth's Plot, but ho refused it, because 
he said he was to have a Plot of his own. Mr. Bancks reply'd, 
that he had a Friend that understood those things better than 
himself, and desired Limt to meet him the next day, to which 
Lunt consented, so we parted. 

Next day Mr. Bancka met some Lawyers, who advised him, un- 
known to me, to acquaint my Lord Chief Justice with what he had 
done: Upon which I found Mr. Bancka somewhat strange to me, 
and not assigning any Reason for so doing, I went to Madam Diok- 
enson to find out some body else to go with me to Lunt, according to 
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Mr. Bancks's proinise, or else the business would be ruined, Whilet 
Madam DickenBon and I were talking, in came Roger Dickenson, 
whose Sister had no sooner propos'd our desires to bim, but be 
offered himself freely, aud went with me to a little Coffee House in 
Fetter-Lane, next the Globe Tavern, where I left liim, and went to 
see for Lunt, who was not at his Lodging, but as aooo as he came, ran 
to as where we were, and made this excuse for his absence, that Mr. 
Aaron Smith aent him to John Wilson the Prisoner with two Sbirta, 
for that he intended to make him a Witness. In short, Dickenson 
and Lunt fell on the business: Lunt asked Dickenson his Name! 
he answered Howard. Then Lunt asked what Religion be was of? 
Dickenson answered of the Church of England. Then Lunt swore 
a great Oath, you shall have your Commission from Mr, Leigh of 
Lime, for he is of that Religion. Then Dickenson began to swear as 
fast as Lunt, that he would do any thing to get mouey, but he was 
not acquainted with any of the Gentlemen in Custody. But that 
you must know, reply'd Lunt, and I will shew you them, and give 
you in writing what you shall swear. Then Dickenson said he 
knew Roger Dickenson, and Lunt said, he know Roger Dickenson, 
and all the rest of the Dickensons, and would iu a slioi-t time take 
them all up. Capt. Howard reply'd, he would help to swear against 
Roger Dickenson iu particular, but was unwilling to swear without 
a good Reward. Lunt said, wo shall have a third part of the 
Estates of the Gentlemen in Custody, and then, said Lunt, wo will 
turn oft Wombali and Wilson, and deal with none but you and your 
Friends, and wo will go all over England, and hang whom we 
please ; and if they will not give ua the whole sum allowed, we will, 
said be, go to the Secretary of State our selves, and have the whole 
credit of the busincsa. We will, said he, counterfeit Commissions, 
and you must have oue from Mr. Leigh of Lime, aud you must 
swear you had it from his o>vn hands ; in the mean time yon must 
swear to bo true to me : Upon this they desired me to go out of the 
Room, and after they had been together a while, they called me 
back again, and told me they had appointed to meet ^ain at four in 
the Afternoon, and then go over the Water, or into the Savov, and 
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get the Cominisaions counterfeited ; upon which we parted, and 
Lunt and I, accordiog to our appointment, came to tho above named 
Coffee- House; where wo were no Booner entred, but in conies one of 
Lunt'a Wives, and talies him Prisoner ; upon which Lunt mistrusts 
Capt. Howard, and I my self knew not what to think of it. till I saw 
Mr. Bancks and Mr. Dickenson come in, who hearing there was a 
Constable, began to mistrust there was a trick put upon them ; they 
therefore got away, and I followed them into the Street, and told 
them what the matter was, at which they seem'd to be concem'd ; 
afler which I wont to Lunt again, and staid with him till Aaron 
Smith came, who hector'd Lunfn Wife at a strange Bate, threatning 
what he would do to Iier, for taking np the King's Evidence. Then 
he called for a Coach, and said he would give bail for Lunt'a appear- 
ance, and desired me to go with him in the Coach. As we were going, 
he swore he knew not what to do in relation to Lunt, and asked 
my advice. I answered, that Lunt was an ill Man, and I was sure had 
two Wives at least ; upon which he fell into such a Passion, that I 
thought he would have flung himself headlong out of the Coach into 
the Street. When his passiou was over, he told me I must not go 
with him before my Lord Mayor, lost his Lordship should examine 
me, and I should speak the Truth, for, said Mr. Smith, I intend to 
make my Lonl Mayor believe Lunt is an honest Man, and that it is 
hut a trick of tho Papists to take him up for being a King's Evi- 
dence. He then desired me to go home, I willingly did, for I began 
to be weary of his Company. In the Evening I called at Capt. 
Baker'B Office, where I found Lunt felling tho day's Passages, little 
suspecting the design we had to discover his Roguery : Then he 
desired me to go to Capt. Howard, and teli him he would meet him 
next morning ; but Lunt was ignorant of what we had done : Yet 
Mr. Aaron Smith, at my Lord Chief Justice's, or somewhere else, 
found out what we were doing, who accordingly acquainted Capt. 
Baker with it, who kept Lunt ont of the way till tho Tryal. In the 
mean time they threatned ine, and Baker sent for me the Night 
before ho wont out of Town, and asked me who that Captain Howard 
was. I said lie was Lunt's Actjuaintance, and desired him to ask 
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LuDt, whereupon he perceived I banterM him : He then menac'd me, 
Baying the Law would be very severe upon those that endeavoured 
to put tricks upon the King's Evidence. I answered, I had not 
ofTended the Law, and therefore the Law could not meddle with tne. 
I offered to go with him to the Secretary ; upon this he told me the 
Secretary would commit me, I then retired. The next morning 
they went out of Town, taking my Bridle and Saddle with them, 
saying nothing to me ; whereupon I took Post, and went to Man- 
chester, where I was told that Lunt and the Messengers had reported 
that they left me in Newgate, for endeavouring to corrupt the King's 
Evidence. 

Jly intention is here to give no account of the Tryals, of which 
the Reader may be better informed by many able Lawyers that were 
present ; only one thing I must not forget to acquaint the World 
with, viz. That as soon as Mr, Aaron Smith had heard the N.iniea 
of the Gentlemen's Witnesses, he fell sick, or feigned liimsolf so, 
knowing very well, that when I was called, I could discover the 
Mystery of his Plot. I call it his Plot, because he framed and 
fashioned the Depositions: He bailed Lunt, and made my Lord 
Mayor believe he was an honest Man ; it was he that threatned to 
have mo punished, when he heard 1 made it my huainess to detect 
the Villainy of his Witnesses. In a word, I need say no more, he 
being bo very well known.] 



M'' Allenson swore that M' Taffe had a design of discovering 
the matter sooner, but relates the particulars why M^ Taffe did 



M' Roger Dicconson, brother to W"" Dicconson Esq. one of the 
Prisoners, being next produced as a witness for the Prisoners, said, 
he being on the 1 st of October 1694 to pay a. \-isit to his sister Dic- 
conson, she told him that there was one M^ Taffe in the house by 
whose means he might discover what the design was against the 
Lancashire Gentlemen, and asked him if he would imdertake to 
follow M' Taffe's directions for the discovery thereof? which, when 
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lie had heard, he readily undertook ; and he discovered the whole 
Plott.(') 

M' Parkinson, witness for the Prisoners, declared that in July 
last he met with Lunt at an Alehouse called Peel, and that he told 
him the s'' M' Parkinson that he must call hira the s'^ Lunt Capt" 
Smith, and that he was Capt" of a Troop of Dutch Horse then 
lying in Wiggaii, and was turned informer for the King, and 
deeired M' Parkinson to engage with him iu informing against the 
Lancashire GentlemcD, as great riches might be got by the busi- 
nesa &c. 

Simon Appleby swore that he knew George Wilson the before 
mentioned witness for the King in May 1693; he Simon Appleby 
was Chamberlain at the Bear and Ragged Staff in Smithfield, and 
that there was a person who then called himself Johnson, but is 
the same person who now has been giving his evidence for the King 
by the name of Lunt, that Lunt and Wilson were often together in 
private with pen and paper, and Wilson used to bragg what money 
he got &c. 

(') The euccessfal mBD&gemeiit of the dianoTerf of the plat U ueribed b; Dr. 
Hibbert Ware (ITiit.CoU. Ch, of Manchaitfr, vol. ii. p. 3G) to thU Mr. Dicoonron, 
sod be it woB who, accordin|f to tfao lame sutboritj, by introducing- some of the 
aeCDaed ander revened names, enabled Sir Rowland Stanlef to lead the ptincipiJ 
wituBBB utrii; in bis attempt to identify them at the bar, which made ao much in 
the prisoners' fuTour. According to WagstalFe, filt. Roger Dicconaon gave evidDDce 
that, getting into Lunt'B company by Mr. Taffe's means, the former oslced hii 
name, to which ho replied, Howard. An hoDourHible name, aaid Lunt, it will be for 
the credit of the canae ; that he aaked what religioD the witness wu of, and on bil 
answeriog, of tbc Church of England, he aaid it is well, and told him he moat 
iwear that he receired a commission frara Mr, Legh of Lyme, becauao he is a Pro- 
tBitant ; that Lnnt then aaked tbo witneaa whether he knew these gnntlemon, and 
on his anawering Yes, he aaid that is well ; tbut ho then told the witncsa that he 
Lunt had delivered a eommiasion with his own bands to Itoger DiceoDHii] (the 
wilneaa lo whom he was speaking under the aiaumed name of Howard) and enquired 
whether the witncsa knew him ; that the witneaa informed him he knew Roger 
Dicconaon very wetl, and Lunt aaid, then thtnga will go on finely. — LetUr out of 



Richard Edge swore that George Wilson had been tryed at Lan- 
caster for stealing 4 CowsC) and burnt in the hand. 

Simon Arrowsmith, under Gaoler of Lancaster, swore that he 
held fast the iron whilst Wilson was burnt iu the hand. 

William Tomlinson swore that he saw the same Wilson burnt in 
the band for stealing 4 Cows from M^ Walmaley. 

Walter Thelwall, Steward to M' Blundell, swore that when his 
Master's house was searched George Womball stole one pound, 
eight shillings and sixpence, which was found upon him, and the 
King's Messengers paid the money back. 

M" Bridgett swore to the same purpose as M' Thelwall had 
done. 

Will™ Ashton, a witness for the Prisoners, said he knew 
Womball, and that they were both broken Carriers; they met 
together in London. "Womball told him he was a King's Messen- 
ger, and had been in Lancashire and Cheshire taking up severall 
Papists who were then in the Tower, and wanted him the s^ Ashton 
to be employed in the business of swearing against persons, by 
which means he might acquire a good livelihood, but he was refused 
by Ashton &c. 

Tho' Greenhalgh swore he heard Womball say G — dam Stan- 
dish — I'll have his blood. 

John Brown witnessed the same. 

M' Rich'' Shone swore he had heard Coll' Brereton say G— dam 
Sir Roland Stanley and bis Cousin Ijegb of Lyme, they were 2 




pitifiill fellows and would give him nothing, and he would be 
revenged of them when time served. 

M^ Shone's Wife, a witness for Sir Roland Stanley, testified the 
same. 

M' Fairer testified the same as M' Shone and Wife had done. 

D' Williamson, another witness, said the same as M^ Shone and 

Wife had done, and added, he had heard M' Brcrcton say that he 

would have S^ Roland Stanley's blood, and that at another time he 

Itad heard the s'^ M' Brercton say he had murdered a man in 

1 France, and was forced to fly from thence for that reason. 

M' Robert Rothwell swore that Sir Roland Stanley was not at 
Croxtcth or elsewhere in Lancashire in any parts of the Months of 
June or Jnly 1689, which time he the s'' M' Rothwell did con- 
stantly dress and undress his Master Sir Roland morning and 
evening at his house, Hooton in Cheshire, all that time. 

M" Elizabeth swore she waited on S' Roland Stanley's Lady at 
that time, and swore to the truth of what M"' Rothwell said. 

M' Will™ Blundell, who waited on S' Roland Stanley after M' 
Rothwell left him, testified the same. 

Dorothy Taylor, Chambermaid to Sir Roland, testified the same, 

M' Francis Jackson,(>) an ensign of the Militia of Cheshire, 
swore he had searched Sir Roland Stanley's house at Hooton seve- 



(') This wiCnesB made the tubjoined depoiitian after the trial : — 
Fransig Jackson of th« Citj of Chester, maketh Oatli, that in or about the 
Month of July 16II4, he this Deponent being a Constablo, did receive from the 
Bands of Sir John Mainwaring two Wnrrants of Iligh Treuan under the Lands of 



ral times, but never found any Arras but a cane of pistola and a 
carbine and 2 birding pieces, and that S' Boland always behated 
very peaceably and quiet, 

M' Gilbert Heyes, Steward to Sir Tho" Clifton, testified that Sir 
Tho' was not at Crosteth in the mouths of June or July 1689, as 
Lunt had sworn. 

Boger, Sir The Clifton's Groom, declared the same. 

ThomasPattenEsq-Oprodueedasawitnessoubehalf of Sir Tho' 
Cliitou. Declared that he being one of the Deputy Lieuteuants of 
Lancashire in the year 1689, received orders from the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to secure severall Popish Gentlemen, that amongst them Sir 
Tho* Clifton was one who was taken and brought Prisoner to 
Prestou, upon the IG'i- day of June 1689. That Sir Tbo' being a 
very infirm man, and unfitt to be carried so far as Manchester, which 
was the place where the rest of the Popish Gentlemen then made 
prisonera were secured, M"^ Patten imdertook for Sir Tho', and 

oDo or butli ol the then Secrctarlas af State, aguimt Sir BovlaDd Stanle; and Mr. 

ItIiu9oj or I'uildiDgton, and tikeA'See for the Seizing of all Arms and Accowtre- 

incnts of War, bdoDging to tbem : and this Deponent in punuanee of the said 
Warrants, did Apprehend aJid take into Cuslod; the said Sir Itoifluid SCanU]), and 
did deliver hioi into the Castle of Cheater to the Depntj Gaferaour thereof ; but 
could not find the said Magaej : Itut this Depooent did End and seiie in a dark 
Itooni of tba Uouae of the eaid Masae.r (put into a Chest cover'd with au old long 
Pillow) nine new dragoons' Saddlva ae this Deponent doth believe, with Buckles, 
Itinga and Staples to them for breast- Ptatee, Holsters and Cloaks, with Cruppers, 
Girti and Stirrups to them all new, and six new half Clieek bit-Bridles. 



Sam. Ejro. 

('] This is the same person before whom some of the depositions for the Crown 
h»d been sworn. IId resided at Preston, was lord of the manor of Thomto;, and a 
barrister at liw. Ho was M.P. for Preston in 168S, and died at that place about 
1687. He wai a collateral ancestor of Sir. Wilson Patten, the present respected 
member for North Lancashire. 
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prey&iled to have him kept at M' Patten's own house in Preston, 
where he continued prisoner, and was not discharged till January 
following at which time all the Gentlemen were set at liberty. 
That during Sir The Clifton's confinement he expressed to the 
said Thomas Patten much zeal and affection to the present Govern- 
ment, sajing how much the persona of his religion ought to be satis- 
fied with their usage, as putting no difference betwbtt them and 
other Subjects, save in the public exercise of their Ecligion, bo 
long as they themselves would be quiet; that he often protested 
for himself that he could never endure to think of practising any 
change, and M^ Patten further said that he knew Sir Thomas's 
disposition to have always been peaceable and quiet. 

Then M' Dicconson prayed leave of the Court that he might call 
witnesses to prove that M' Walmsley was not in England in February 
1691, that he was not at DunkenhalgUasM''Lunt hadswominany 
part of that year, or the year before, or ever since till about May 
last, therefore M' Walmsley could not deliver a Commission to him 
the said M' Dicconson to be his Lieutenant Coll', 

Sir Henry Wingfield declared that he became particularly ac- 
quainted with M' Walmsley, one of the Prisoners, at Pontoise in 
France, about the month of August 1691, and from thence 'till the 
month of June 1692. Sir Henry affirmed that M' Walmsley con- 
tinued in France, for that he the s"* Sir Henry dined, or visited 
M' Walmsley in France twice or thrice a week all that time. 

M' John Perkins, Governor to Sir Henry Wingfield, declared to 
the truth of what Sir Henry testified. 

M' Widrington, brother to Lord Widrington, testified to what 
Sir Henry swore. 

M' Robert Wingate, who waited on M' Walmsley in his cham- 
ber, declared that he went out of England with his Master into 



}00 rilE TRIALS AT 

France in January 1688/9, and lived with him there — that M' 
Walmaley his Master continued iu that Kingdom till about May 
last — that constantly morning and evening he dressed and un- 
dressed his s"! Master — that he was but one week in anno 1693 
absent in all that time aud that M^ Walmslcy was never 20 
leagues from Paris excepting once at the Waters of Forges iu 
Normandy. 

Thomas Braddyl Esq. a J ustice of Peace, the next witness called, 
said he lived within 2 or three miles from Dunkeuhalgh, M' 
Walmsley's House, and never heard that M' Walmsley was there 
since he left England in the year 1689, and verily believed that M' 
Walmsley and so many Gentlemen with him could not have met 
there but that he the b'' M' Braddyl, being so near a neighbour, 
should have heard something of it, which he affirmed he never did, 

M^ Dicconson offered to call more witnesses to prove the same 
thing, but the Court was so well satisfied in this matter, that they 
would not suffer any more to be called. 

After M' Dicconson had thus concluded his evidence, M' Lang- 
ton, another of the Prisoners, moved the Court saying — I hope 
your Lordships do observe for me that the same evidence that has 
been given on behalf of M' Dicconson proves as direct for me, that 
I could receive no Commission from M^ Walmsley at that time, he 
being as you have beard in France. 

After which M' Btundell moved the Court as follows : 
My Lords, I have not the same advantage as the rest of the 
Gentlemen have had against Limt's testimony to disprove him in 
that part of the evidence he has given, that I was at Cro.\teth 
in June or July 1689.; for, my Lords, I live a neighbour to Crox- 
teth, and I must own i have visited the Lord Molyueux as a 
neighbour, What I can say is, how unfitt a person I am for any 
such command as M' Lunt has given me let any person judge, who 
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am lame both of my hands and feet,(') aud cannot ^el.-vpon a 
horse without help. To which M^ Justice Eyre replied,' firufc"vere 
you on horseback you could ride. _-"". 



The Prisoners baring thus concluded their Eridenee, the Kin^t''. 
CouQsell and the Priaoucra both declined to sum it up to the 
Jury, but referred it wholly to the Court to do, and M'' Justice 
Eyre repeating the evidence on both sides, concluded to the Jury ; 

Gentlemen, 

There ia a Mystery of Iniquity on one side — If we believe 
the evidence for the King it is plain there hath been a great Con- 
trivance to bring in the French amongst us and raise a Rebellion 
here, and that these Gentlemen were actors in it. — But if you believe 
that this is a contrivance of Lunt and the rest to ruin these Gen- 
tlemen at the Barr, and to take away their lives and estates hoping 
to enrich themselves thereby, aa the witnesses for the Prisoners 
have declared, then the fault will lie more upon the accusers : if 
you do believe it to be so- — ^the Gentlemen then are innocent — 
and you must acquit them. 



Then M' Justice Eyre said to the Jury : 
Gentlemen, 

This is a matter that deserves great consideration ; we 
have sat here a long time — we will adjourn for 2 hours and then 



(') Both the Blundella were lame. How the father*! dUsbilitj occurred we learn 
very graphically from hia latter dnted2iidMa7 1C87, of which Mr. Baiiies hta gina 
aneitract. In that letter he raya : " I cuinot pretend to nnj great degree of merit, 
jet it is mj opiaion that there are few alire at the pretent of thoae y' served y' \dog 
at the beginning of our civil w&rrg in 16'i2 that aiiffer'd ao much for the crovn and 

acted 10 little for it as 1 hare done In y'^ first day of m; aerricea 

before I bad raustor'd j' 100 dragoons w'' I was by commiesion raising, 1 lost y* uae 
of my limba by a aholt, and could never recover them since to make them sufEeientlf 

able ior the fatigne of war Aft«r I was lamed in y' war, tho' I could 

not use a sword, I wu 4 timet made a prisoner and payd my ransom twice. — Baineii 
vol. iv. pp. 21S, 217." It waa Mr. William Blundell the son, I apprehend, who WW 
now on his trial. How his iamenos* arose nowhere appears. 
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come ijtto 'Court again. In the mean you are to consider how 
credSlle'lhe testimony is which has been given against the wit- 
neps'cs for the King. A Bayhff was then sworn to keep the Jury, 
. tljt'they saying they needed no time, turned themselves together, 
. .'jud after a short stay agreed upon their Verdict without going 
out of Court, and being called over, aud the Prisoners set seve- 
rally at the Barr, and the Court demanding of the Jury to each of 
the Prisoners whether guilty or not guilty, they gave their Verdict 
apart — "Not guilty." 

Then M' Justice Eyre said to the Gentlemen acquitted : 
Gentlemen, 

You see under what a merciful! and easy Government 
you live. You are sensible now that it is tender of the lives of 
Papists as well as Protestants : you arc washed from tliis guilt — 
let me desire you to reflect on that happiness, and beware of ever 
entering into Plotts and Conspiracies against the Government. 



Monday 22""*. The Lord Molineux, Sir Will" Gerard, and 
Bartholomew Walmsley Esq. were brought to the Barr, and the 
impanell which were first returned, all Gentlemen of Quality being 
called. Sir Edw* Chisenhall their Foreman excused himself to the 
Court from that service, having as he said been challenged by the 
King's Counsell on Saturday, and saying, if he was not then thought 
fitt to serve he supposed he was not litt now — but the Court dis- 
allowing the excuse, he was called to the Book and sworn, and so 
were the rest, without any challenge on either side. The Indict- 
ments against the Prisoners were severally opened, and the 
Jury charged with the Prisoners — but no witnesses appearing 
against them in Court, M' Justice Eyre told the Jury that they 
must acquit them unless they of their own knowledge knew some- 
thing against them. So the Jury turning themselves together 
immediately gave in theii' Verdict to each of the Prisoners apart — 
"Not guilty," 
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Then M' Justice Eyre said : " -. 

Gentlemen. :-'--. 

You that are acquitted — you have a veiy pregns^^t 
instance shewn to you that the Court refuse to give credit, or sa 
much as an ear to what the witnesses on Saturday have sworn to,- 
and since there is none to accuse you, I donH condemn you.' 
Gentlemen — Most of you if not all have been brought up in 
France, where the complexion of the Goyemment is much different 
from this of ours — here the King rules by Law — there his will 
and pleasure is Law ; and therefore let me advise you to study to 
be quiet and every one to mind his own business, and not to follow 
them that are given to change. Gentlemen, No question but the 
Jesuists will be ready enough to suggest alteration, but you'll 
never be bettered by alteration. Remember, Gentlemen, that they 
are persons who have no Estates to lose, and they will not care for 
ruining yours if they have but hopes of getting any thing thereby. 
Let me therefore say to you, '^ Go and sin no more lest a worse 
thing befall you." 
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APPENDIX, 



EXAMINATIONS RESPECTING THE LANCASHIRE PLOT, 

TAKEN AFTER THE TRIALS AT 

MANCHESTER. 



The Information of Edvard BtoicrQ) of Langtree in the Parith of 
StandUk and Covnig of Lancatler. 

This Infonnant upon liU Oath deposeth and toAh., that about the be- 
ginning of the Year 1690, there came a Mon to the House of William 
SUndiah of Standiah-UiLlI in tlie County of Lancaster aforcaaid Esq; who 
went by the Name of Capt. Brathet, and this Informant was tolJ, that he 
waa gent by King James out of Ireland to consult with the Roman Catholic 
Gentlemen in Lancaahire, about raising of Men and buying of Arms for the 
service of the said King James, in order to bring him into England, and 
that there was then a Meeting of several Roman Catholic Gentlemen, to 
consult about the said Affair ,- and this Informant further saith, that about 
the same Time, there was n Man came to the said Standish-Hall, who went 
by the Name of Mr. Dodswortti, wlio (as this Informant was told, by the 
said Mr. Standiah) waa to have been an Olhccr in an Army design'd to be 

Q) Tbia viCoMS, when he gate Mi eridenco, wu ■ prUoner for debt in Laocutcr 
Cutis. He had bcim a gervaat at Standiah Hall, tuid hia (tatemenls reapecling hii 
mseter sre open to the auipicion nhich always infiKtB the sTidence of a discarded aei' 
Tact Bpeaking igaioBt his maBtcr. Ho is ao corcliil in relating the attempts made to 
buj hJBi off and hii teaiating them, that one ouuiot he^ rupeoting that be wii open 
to tho beat oCTer. 
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rais'd for the Seirice of the late King James, bat being dkappointed of 
his said Officers Place, he the said Dodsworth came to London, and 
made a Discovery of the Design to the Parliament(^) 

And this Deponaat farther saith, that in, or aboat, the Month of Maj 
1691, he this Deponent, bonght six Case of Pistols of one Elizabeth &nall, 
Widdow, who liv d near Warrington in the said County of L a nc aster, and 
who at the same Time had three Case of Pistols more, and three Carbines, 
which this Deponent woald hare boaght of her, bat she said, they were 
boaght and paid for before, saying, she had sold one Case of the said Pistols 
and one Carbine, to one Richard Booth of Oosion near the said Warrington; 
and farther said, that she had great Quantities of Anns a little before, bat 
had lately sold them; and this Informant enquiring of her where she 
boaght the said Arms, she told him at Liverpool, and this Informant 
paid her seyen Pounds for the said six Pair of Pistols, which he boaght 
of her, which Money he receiy d from the said Mr. Standisb of Standish- 
Hall, who about a Month before had given him the said Sum, to buy 
Arms with: And further saith, that as he was carrying of the said six 
Case of Pistols, which he bought as aforesaid, the Bag which they were 
put in burst, he this Informant thereupon went to one Edwan) Brown 
of Bound Moore in the said Parish of Stand ish, who lent him another 
Bag and saw the said Hstols put therein, after which, this Informant 
deliTer'd the same into the said Mr. Standish's own Hands, Thomas 
Hatton, and John Sharp (two of the said Mr. Standish's Senants) being 
then present, snd the said Mr. Standish did at the same time Order this 
Informant to buy what Pistols and Carbines he could procure, and he 
should have Money for them, and the said Mr. Standish did then declare to 
this Infonnant, that if King James landed in England, there would be 
Men enough to take up the said Arms. And this Informant saith, that 
four Days after the Delivery of the said Arms as aforesaid, Mr. Townley of 
Townley in the said County of Lancaster and his Servant whose name is 
Nicholas Rigby, came to the said Standish-Hall, and had the aforesud 
ax Case of Pistols deliver'd to him by the said Thomas Hatton, being 
pack'd up in a Box covered with Lawrel, and one Thomas Fox a Ser- 
vant to the said Mr. Standish, was appointed to go with the said Rigby, 
as a Guard to the said Mr. Townley's of Townley. 

O If it was nMsnt I7 this fltstemeni to Mt 19 the credibilitj of Robert Dodsworth, 
it Menu s strange wmj of dBwting the 0I 
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And tliis Informant further saith, that about the Year 1691, or beginning 
of the Year 1692, there came to the said Standish-Hall, one who went by 
the Name of Mr. Green in public Company, but priTately in the said Mr. 
Standish's Family woa call'd Co]!. Parker, who kept two Serranta, his 
Gentleman who went by the Name of Gandy a French-Man, and one 
Thomas Merrick his Groom ; and further saith, that he hath several 
times seen iu Company togetiicr at the said Staudish-Hall, the Lord 
Molyneux's Son, Sir William Gerrard's cldett Son, William Dickinson 
of Wrightington Esq; Mr. Blundell of Crosby, Mr. Townley of Town- 
iey, the said Mr. Green (or Coll. Parker), the said Mr. Staudish and 
divers others, and lieard it discours'd amongst them, that they would 
ft]] he ready upon King James's landing in England, with Men and Arms 
irve him. And this Informant further saith, that be knows John 
I Womball very well, and iiatb seen him Beverol times at Standlsh-Hall 
aforesaid, amongst the Gentlemen last mention'd, who seem'd to he very 
Kimiliar with him, and hath heard it discours'd at the siud Standish-Hall, 
that the said Womball us'd frequently to carry Arms from London to 
the said Standish-Hall, for the Roman Catliolic Gentlemen in Lancashire: 
And this Informant further saith, that the said John Sharp Servant to 
the said Mr. Standish, nils imploy'd by bis said Master Standish and 
others, to list Men for the late King James' Service, and the said Sharp 
in pursuance of his said Orders did List several Men for the said Service at 
Preston, Lcgli, Wiggan, the said Standish Town, and other Places, gave 
them one Shilling to each Man listing Money, and promia'd them half 
a Crown a Day, when they serv'd under the respective Officers they 
were listed under, and the Men so Usted us'd frequently to meet the 
said Sharp at the said Standish Town. 

And this Informant further saith, that about the 24th June 1695, one 
Rodger Emer of Staudish, told this Informant, that he had then in his 
Custody several Swords, Pistols and Saddles and two Kettle Dmrns, 
which Drums were brought to the said Emer by Thomas Smith of Park 
Brooke in the said Parish of Standish, all which Arms, Saddles and Kettle 
Drums were Mr. Standish's of Standish aforesaid, and remov'd from Slan- 
disli-Hall, for fear of being seir.'d by some of the King's Messengers, when 
the Lancashire Gentlemen were taken up about two Years since. 

And this Informant further saith, that in or about November last, a 
little after he had given in an Information before Coll. Kirby and two 
other of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the said County of Lan- 




lOS 



AFPENIIIX. 



cMter, the said John Sharp came to tliis loformaDt, who was tlien a 
Prisoner in Lancostcr-Caslle, and secm'd to be very angr^ with him, 
and told this Infonnimt, that he liad discover'd some of their Desigiu 
to a deal of Rogues, but before May last either the late King Jamea 
or some one else would como into England, and then this Informant 
and a!i the Rogues else should be cut off. 

And this Infonnant furtlier saith, that in August 1695, at the Aasisea 
then held at Lancaster- Castle, at which Assizes Mr. John Lunt, Wilson 
and Womball were try'd upon an Information of Perjury ; and this In- 
fonnaiit seeing one Thomas Hatton in the said Castle- Yard a little before 
the said Trj-al, ask"d him how he thought the Trya! would go: Who 
aaswer'd, that all Things would go very well, for that Sir John Feti- 
wiok (who as this Informant was told, was then in Lancashire) would 
take Care, that Lunt, Wilson and Womball should all bo convicted of 
Peijury, and the Lancnsbire Oentletnen all clear'd. 

And this Informant further saith, that within 3 or 4 Days after he 
had given in bis Information before three Justices of the Peace, as afore- 
said, there came to him into Lon caster-Castle (he being then a Prisoner 
there for Debt) one John Rigby an Inhabitant of the said Parish of 
Standish, and told this Informant, that the Gentlemen (naming do par- 
ticular Person) had taken Care, that his Debts should be Paid, and ho 
released out of Prison, provided he would go with him to such a private 
Place, as the Gentlemen would appoint, where this Informant, his Wife 
and Children might privately live out of the Way, and the Gentlemen 
would take Care, they eIiouM be well maintain'd, to the intent he might 
not be found by the Government, to justify what he had upon liis Oath de- 
posed in the suid Information : And that he had brought a Horse for 
this Inforrnsnt for that purpose, aforesaid. 

And this Inromiant further saith, that the said Rigby further told this 
Informant, that be had a Letter from one Mr. John Haddock a Rich 
Quaker in the said gtnndtsh Parish (who us'd to supply the said Mr. 
Standish and others, with several Sums of Money upon Purchase and 
Mortgages) to his Friend one Henry Coward, a Shopkeeper in Lancaster, 
the Purport of the Letter (as the said Higby told this Informant) was to let 
Rigby have what Money he pleas'd, in order to give this Informant in caae 
of his Acceptance of the Gentlemen's said Offer, but this Infonnant de- 
nying to go with tlic said Rigby, who staid three Days in Lancaster for the 
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Bud purpose, witbin ttvo Hoars ivos immediately ailer his bo denying, 
put in FetterBC^) by tlio Gaoler of the said L an coster- Costlo Umt n 



And this Informant fiirthi 
Lancashire Conspiracy wi 
mona, ho was sent for by the 
tbia Informant to gs to Londo 






lith, that in December 1894, when the 
r Examination before the House of Com- 
lid Mr. Standish of Standish, who desir'd 
with some of his Servants, who were to be 
Evidence in the said AtTair before the Parliament, to the intent he a 
corroborate what they said : Withal telling this Informant, that he needed 
not bo any ways afraid what he said in the Honse of Commons, in the 
said Matter ; for that he was not to be upon bis Oath. 

And this Informant further saith, that a little after the House of 
Commons sent a. Messenger for the said Mr. Standisb, be the said Stan- 
diah told this Informant, that his Wife bad given the said Messenger 
e and Money, so tliat the said Mesicnger was retum'd to London 
without Directing bis Message. 



Mr. John EdtDord'a Affidavit. 

Mr. John Edwards Vicar of Redland in Flintshire, maketh Oath, and 
KHth, he knows George Wilson one of the Defendants in this caBe,(^) and 
that he was an Innkeeper in the said Town of Redland, near or about the 
year 16tJ5, to the beginning of tlio year 16S9, to his Personal Knowlcdg; 
That the said Wilson was a person of good repute, most of the Neigh- 
bouring Gentlemen in the Cdunty using his House : That the said Wilson 
nnhappily entertaining somo Irishmen after they were Disbanded and broke 
up from Hounslow and Salisbury ; contrary to the Perswasions of this 
Deponent, and several other Friends to his Knowledge ; and he this 
Deponent bath been informed, that the said Wilson assisted one Brom- 



O Strango treatment of a prisoner for debt I 
C) Thii eridmce vm given irhen Wilson and the rot were about to be tried for 
perjury. The eridentc given by the vicK as to the charaolor of Wilson strmngolj con- 
trasts ffitb the evidence on the same subject given on the trial of the prisuaers at 
MaDcliestrr. But a man who is in trouble can geaerallv Qnd generous people rea^ 
to spenk to his eharaeter ; and I onre heard Lord Brougham, when at the bar, joou- 
larly obscrre, that he never knew any prisoner sentenced to be hanged al 
who had not ■ good eksmder. 
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field ft Quaker to get Pwige lor Iiebiid to go to King James; hat 
Hum Deponent mith, he knew nodnng thereof till Brofrnfield wae goae. 
And dik Deponent further mith, that the aaad Wilson was at that time 
repoted to he of the Romish P e r suasi on; and that this matter heing 
known, some of the Eaii ci Meadi's Regiment came and seised seieral 
Persons in that Part ci the Coontrj for heing Papists, npon which the 
said Wilson was forced to flj, and retnmed no more puhbeklj to his 
Hoose; hot whither he retired himsdf this Deponent knows not; hot 
this Deponent snpposeth for want of time to dispose of his Gonceru^ 
left sereral Debts to paj, which if it had not been for those nnh^ipj 
C^rcomstances, tfats Deponent doth beHere might hare been honestly paid. 
And this Deponent farther saith, that he hath had considerable Business 
with the said Wilson in respect of Tjthes, and sereral other matters, 
and bad Terj honest dealing &om bim. 

Jo. Edwards. 
Capt. ic Jorst' 8. die 
Febr. 1695, 
Coram me. 

The. Rokebj. 



Elizabeth Hearsts Affidatnt. 

Elizabeth Hearst of the Hough in the County of Lancaster, maketh 
Oath, That last Summer was twelve Months, in the year 1694, when 
John Womboll and others were seizing of Horses in the said County, 
she this Deponent desired the said Womball to go no longer abroad 
upon that account, and also to leare any further prosecuting the matter 
against the Gentlemen in the said County, and she this Deponent would 
give him the said Womball One Hundred Pounds, and moreoTer that 
he the said Womball should nerer want; and that 'twas the only way 
to prevent a distraction amongst the GFentlemen, but that he the said 
Womball refused so to do, and that after the late Trials at Manchester, 
when the General Voice of the Country went, that Womball was to 
be set on the Pillory, she this Deponent went to one Houghton a Romish 
Priest, and told him, that she heard Womball was whipt, and Pillored ; he 
advised her to go home, and be satisfied, for there was no such thing ; and 
that Womball had sworn nothing but what was Truth, and the Gkntlemen 
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s satisfied In it; But that tbe GentlcmeQ were MeD of great Estates 
anil would do what in them lay to save themselves, for Life was sweet. 
Some time before which one John Brown, menial Seirant to William 
Btondiah of Standish, Esq; lay all Night at her House, and told lier, 
that if Womball would have been content to have left off tlie Prosecution 
of the Gentlemen aforesaid, his Master s{)caking, William Standish Esq; 
would have settled One hundred Pounds a year npon him. And also this 
Deponent saitb, that one Cutbbert Thrillfoll, Sou of Edmund Thrillfall 
of the Ashca in Goosner in tlie said County, and one Bacon, that was 
with him said, that John Lunt came over with Edmund Thrillfall, Father of 
the said Cuthbcrt, and brought over Commiseious witli them from King 
James then in Trcland, and that both Father and Son were to be Captains; 
and that this Deponent knew the said Lunt, and that he the said Lunt 
went from place to place as this Deponent was informed, to Gather 
Money, and that she this Deponent Contributed thereunto ; 

El. Hearst. 
Jurat' 8. die Febr. 
169,3. Coram, 
Tho. Rokehy. 



Laiffnnce Brandon' t A^davit. 

Lawrence Brandon of Pennington in the County of Ltmcsater moketh 
Oath, that he knows William Standish of Standish-Hall in the said County, 
Esq; and his Son, commonly called the Young Lord of Standish ; and that 
about May in the year 1691, this Deponent being invited by one James 
Leightagh to go with him, and several other Persona to dine at Slandish- 
Mall aforesaid; and upon such Invitation this Deponent and the rest did 
go to Standish Town in the way to the saiil Kail, and being at the said 
Town, it was agreed on between the said James LeighCagh, and the rest 
of the Company rather to dine at tho said Town of Standish, than to go 
to the Hall, because there seemed some difference like to arise between 
the said Leightagh and John Neyler on the one part, and John Sharp 
Servant to the said Mr. Standish, and James Hayes on the other part, 
couccrning the Places of Quarter- Master and Corpora! of a Troop of 
Horse to be raised by tho said Mr. Standish for the Service of King 
James, which was promised to the said Leightagh and Neyler ; and 
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1 Shup and Hayee preteoded onto tlie i 



Wbereupou th« 



t and the rest of the Companj <lid dine at Standish Toifii i 
Ae Charges of the said Letghtagh and John Nerler, aod aflei Diiiner 
ifaey went from thence to Standish-Hall, where in the Kitchen, the 
■aid Leight^h and Nevter met the said Shajp and Hayes, and after 
tome Diaconrses on both aides concerning the Places aforesaid, the caid 
Sharp Kid Hayes were contented to qnit their Pretensions to the aune, 
and consented that Leiglitagh and Nejier ahonld have tie aame. Upon 
which Agreement the said Leightagh and Neyler desired to speak with 
Hr. Standish, and bid this Deponent and the rest of the Company to 
follow them, which they did, and were condactcd into a Parlour, where 
tie Young Lord of Standish was; and being told by the said Leightagh 
and Neyter, that they had brooght Men to be Listed ander his Command, 
he wellcomed this Deponent and the rest, and made them sit roond the 
Room, and made them drink, and told them, that the Nation had a great 
deal of wrong done by Banishing King James, that was their Rightful 
King, and that the design in hand was to do no Body wrong, but only 
to bring in their lawful King ; and that some Aid for that pnrpoee was 
ahortly expected to come out of France and Ireland into England, and 
that they did design upon the News of the Landing of any Foreign Forces 
to make a general Rising of such Forces as they could procure for the said 
Service ; and hoped they were wilting, and would be ready to serve their 
King and Country on this Occasion ; and assured them ihnt they should go 
BO furtlier than lie would lend them. And that upon their consenting and 
promising to be ready at his Command the said Young Lord of Standish 
went out of the Room, and soon after returned nilh a Horseman's naked 
Sword, and bending the Blade thereof by way of Trial, shewed it to 
the Company, and told ihem, they should be furuished with no worse 
than that, and should have Pistols, Holsters, Saddles, and all other Accou- 
trements fit for Troopers. And having some farther Consultation with the 
■aid Young Lord what course they should take to provide Horses, in case 
they should he called suddenly to meet, it was agreed, that such as had 
Horses of their own should make use of them, and those that had nono 
should take the first they could meet with, and immediately upon any 
Alarm or notice, come to Standish Hall to rendezvous. That after Di- 
rections about the Hones were ^iven, some of the Company being appre- 
hensive that Mr. Standish the Father might be offended, in case they 
vhould agree to go under the Command of his Son without his Consent, 
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denred to epeak with tiim, to be mtislied tlierein. Whereupon they 
sent to speak with him, and he caine to them into the Hall, where being 
asked the question aforesnid, he told them alt, it was iTidifferent to him 
whether they chose to go under the Command of himself or his Son ; 
and such as wore not willino; to go with his Son should ha welcome 
to go with him, for their design was all one, tind that was to bring 
again King James; or words to thai effect. Whereupon about twelve 
of the Company (among whom this Deponent wob one) made choice 
to go with the Young Lord, and the Remainder, being to his reraembranco 
the greater number, did resolye to go with Mr, Siandiah the Father; ami 
then the Company divided, and this Deponent and those that had made 
their Election, went again into the Parlour to the young Lord, and dmnk 
•ome short time, and at their tailing their leaves of him ho gave them 
k word by which they should know one another, which was. Go thy 
way old Trip ; and then they parted from the said Honse to Wigan, 
In the way whither the said John Neylcr overtook this Deponent and 
his Company, and told them he had brought some Money from Stan~ 
dish-Hall to be drunk by them, and carried them to the House of James 
Green in Wigan aforesaid, whore lie staid niih them some time aiid drank 
the Health of King James and their Captains, and then left them. And 
this Deponent farther saith, that at his this Deponent's Return to his own 
House, his Wife being informed that he had Listed himself a Soldier for 
King James, would not let this Deponent rest or he at quiet until ho had 
promised not to concern himself any farther in the matter. Upon which 
he this Deponent nerer went near them any more. 

Lawrence Brandon. 
Jurat' 11. Feb. 
1695, Cor' me, 
Tho. Rokeby. 



The Affidavit ef Mrt. Agnet Barker. 

Who u]>on her Outh saith. That in or about the latter eud of the Mouth 
of February, or beginning of March, which was Anno Dom. 16H9, Sir 
Rowland Stanley of Hooton in the County of Chester, Baronet, bought 
two Horses, viz, the one a Stoned Horse, and the other a Gelding of this 
Informant's Husband (at the value of forty Pounds) ; and this Informant also 
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SMth, That the said Sir Rotptapd, being a Roman CatLolick, and the late 
King James then in Ireland, desired this Informant's Husband to take the 
Horses back for a white to liis own House ; and af^er tills Informant's 
Husband had kept the said Horses a Week, ho sent this Informant to 
the sud Sir Rowland at his own House, to acquaint him tlint in regard the 
said HorscH were troublesome desired they might be fetcht away ; upon 
which the said Sir Rowland desired this Informant to use her endeavour to 
her Husband, that he would keep the Horses a while longer (bccauBS 
be could not with Safety keep tliem himself) he then expressing, that 
be expected the King speedily over (which this Informant conceived to 
be King James) and donbted not but the next light Moon would bring him 
over: VViicreunto tins Informant reply'd, that site thought it not convenient 
to move her Husband to keep the said Horses any longer, for fear he 
should suspect any thing touching the matter ; this Informant being then a 
Roman Catholick, and her said Husband a Protestant. 

And this Informant further soitli. That William Gcrrard, Esq; Sou and 
Heir apparent of Sir Wilham fierrurd ol^ Garswood in the County of 
Lancaster aforesaid. Baronet (another Roman Catholick), by one Williani 
Csiland, formerly his Servont, did aUo buy two Horses of this Informant'* 
Husband, and upon her demanding of the said Calland what buying two or 
three Horses would signifie? ho answered, that they were only intended for 
the Officers, but as for the men (meaning common Troopers as she con- 
ceived) they were al! in a readiness, and would as soon as King James waa 
landed take Horses where they found them for his Service, or words to that 
effect. And this Informant sometime afterwards going to Garswood afore- 
said, he the said Mr. Gerrard charged this Informant to he careful in 
divulging the matter; saying to her, You know, Cousin, since the King haa 
been so kind to send to us, (who this Informant conceived to be King 
James,) we cannot But put ourselves in a readiness to receive him; whicli 
was OS this Infomiant believes about the same time or d little before that 
of Sir Rowland's Business above mentioned. 

And this Informant also aaith. That much about the same time before 
mentioned, Roger Dickinson of Writhiugton in the said County of Lan- 
caster, Gentleman (also a Roman Catliolick], this Infoimant's Kinsman, 
came frequently to see this Informant at her Husband's House at Hulme 
near Warrington in the said County of Lancaster ; and amongst other 
Discourse he the said Mr. Dickinson told this Informant, that he himself 
had a Lieutenant's Commission from the late King James ; and then named 
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what CommiesionB most of the Soman Catliolick Gciiclomcn hod in the nud 
County of Lancaster, the Particulars nhereof this Informant hnth forgotten. 
And this Infominnt olso swlh. That the said Mf. Dickinson desired thia In- 
formant to prerail with licr Husliand to buy or procure for him thirty or forty 
Caite of Pistols, to which she answered, she durst not for fear her sbIA 
Husband should snspect any thing by it ; however, she prevailed with him 
to buy two Case of Pistols for the said Mr. Dickinson, which he accepted 
and paid for; this Informant's Husband then suapectiug nothing at all. 
And this Infonnant farther saith. That both at the time the late King 
James was in Ireland, and also several times since, she hath heard in 
most Companies which she then kept (being Papists) of the landing of 
King James, and buying Arms, and such like Discourse, the Particulars 
whereof this Informant doth not remember well. 

And this Informant farther saith. That when the Roman Catholiek 
Gentlemen came down to be Try'd at Manchester, this Informant going 
to sec Mr. William Dickinson, Eldest Brother t<i the above named Roger 
Dickinson, she said to him, Cousiu, I fear TofTe is come over to be on 
your side ; who answered. Yes, Cousin, I believe he is, but ho cost us 
dear, or words to that effect- Upon which this Informant replied. She 
knew TafTe to be so mercenary a Villain, that he would do nothing 
without Money, or such like words. 

Agnes Barker. 
Capt' & Jurat' die 
10. Febr. 1695, 

Coram ine, 

Ralph Egerton. 



Robert Brailey't Affidavit. 

Robert Bradley of Chippin in the Coimty of Lancaster maketh Oath, that he 
knows John Lunt, and became acquuntcd with him about the latter cniQ) of 
the year 1689, hy the means of one Mr. Thrillfall, who brought him to his 



C) Aeeonling to the ease, Mr. Lunt was apprehended at CoTcntry in Auguet 1689, 
and committed to Newgate in November of thai year, vliere lie romaliied twenty 
weeks in coaflnemeut. This it irreconoilable with the gt&tement of thia witneia. 
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House, be this Deponent keepDg ma Inn in ChippinftioreMid; andUuUalUuU 
tune the aid Lont went hj the Name of Jaduon, and that abont a qnarter 
of a year afterwards, there came into that Coontry seTeral Irish Men, who 
•aid thej wa« sent bv Lont firom London, and that when thej wantad 
Mooej thej said thej were to hare Monej of Lnnt, and amongst the said 
Irish there used to come to this Deponent's House seTeral English Papists, 
and freqa^itl J used to drink their Old Master King James's Health ; and 
threatened this Deponent (hdng a Protestant) to hang him when Khig 
James came in, often affirming he would come into England at sach and 
SQch times; and Lunt often told this Deponent, that he had Listed not 
onlj the Irish, bot seTeral of this Deponent's Neigbboors, besides Thirtj(') 
that he had Listed at Wiersdale, and amongst the Neigbboors named 
ClerksoD, Hodgkinson and Hearst, and that one Cottam was to be Qoarter- 
Master. And this Deponent saith, that Lont desred one Sharpless, where 
the said Lont Tabled, to be Listed, as the said Sharpless infcHin'd him ; hot 
iaid he refosed to be Listed bj the said Lont, fearing he had not wherewith 
to maintain his Soldiers. And this Deponent saith, one John Wilson kepi 
the List and bonit(') it bj his own Acknowledgment at the reqoest of Lont 
And this Deponent farther saith, that several of the Irish Men were 
fomisb'd with all new Clothes at Chippin, and that Lont was among 
them and liv'd with them : And that the said Irish Men were lodg'd at Mr. 
Harris's, at Mr. Perkinson's and several other Popish Houses : And this 
Deponent saith, that Lont always went in good Habit, that he had Money 
and paid as well as any Man, and many times for the Irish* and gave them 
Money. 

Bobt. Bradley. 
Jorat' 11. die 
Febr. 1695, 
Coram me, 
Tho. Rokeby. 

(■) The witaeBs, J. Wilflon, Bsys iix, not thirty. 

O This circnmiitance is not mentioo^d either by Mr. Lont or ths witness, J. 
Wilson. 



Thoinat daylong Affidavit. 

Thomas C]nytoii(') makctli Oalh, that in or about October 1691, when 
the Proceedings and Trials of the Lancashire and Cheshire Gentlemen 
was under Examination before tbe House of Commons, he this Deponent 
5 then a Servant at the Swan-inn at Hoi be rn- Bridge, was then and 
there in Company with one Williani Ashtou, a Lancasliire Man and 
one of this l>epoueDt'E former Acquaintance, and as they were sitting 
together in the Tap house of the said Inn, tliis Deponent asked the 
MiU Ashton in what Country he had been (this Deponent being before 
that time informed that the said Aeliton iiad been in tho Country), who 
I told this Deponent, that he bad been in Lancashire ; and this Deponent 
uking him what business he had in tliat Country? he answered, be 
had been there as an Evidence for the Gentlemen that were Tried at 
Manchester. And this Deponent asking bim the said Ashton what be 
knew of that Affair ? be smiled, and said tliat be know little or nothing of 
it; but that the Gentlemen had given him at the Blew Boar in tlolbom the 
Sum of Ten Pounds, before be went down into the Country, as an Evidence 
for them, and tliat since his Return from thence. Madam Legb (Mr. Legh 
of Lime's Motber) bad given him Five Pounds more; and tlien told thia 
Deponent, that if he would but aaj any thing ia the House of Commons 
(for the matter was to be Esnmincd there) that would vilifie John Wom- 
ball, or blacken the Reputation of the King's Evidences, that Mr. Legh of 
Lime, and the rest of tlie Gentlemen concerned in that Aflair, would 
be very kind to this Deponent. And a little after this Discourse, the 
eaid Ashton parted uud lefl this Deponent, and about two days after 
tbe fuid Ashton calleil again on tins Deponent at the said Swan-Inn, 
and told bin, that Sir Gilbert Clark and Mr. Peter Shockerley desired 
bim, this Deponent, to go to Sir Gilbert Clark's House in Hcd Lyon 
Scjuare ; but this Deponent answered the said Ashton, that if they had 
any Business with bim, tliey might come where be was, for he bad 
no Concern with tliem; so tlie said Asbton went away immediately, 
And about two hours atler tbe said Ashton came into the Yard to this 
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Deponent, and told him that Sir Gilbert Clark and Mr. Shackerte; were 
now come tiiemaelTeB, and deeircd bim tbis Diiponent to go to tlioiu 
into tbe Tap Louse of tlie BUid Inn, and tbia Deponent went accordingly; 
and after bis Bitting down as they desired, the said Sir Gilben Clark 
going tben by thnt Nume, and Mr. Shackcrley, whom this DepoDent 
did know, asked this Deponent, if he knew Womball i and he answered 
that lie knew him very well, for that he had been bis Fellow-servant 
for several years; and then they asked ibis Deponent, if Womball had 
not pressed bim or solicited him to swear, that he this Deponent liad 
(being formerly a Lancashire Carrier) carried Arms for those Gentlemen 
that bad been accused by the said Womball and others; But this De- 
ponent told them, that the said Womball never did eolicile htm to any 
such thing ; hut the said Sir Gilbert Clark and Mr. Shackerley did then 
tell this Deponent, that they would take care to prefer bim to a good 
Place or Imploy, provided he would appear and declare in the House 
of Commons (for tlie Lancashire Gentlemen were to have a Hearing of 
that Matter there) that Womball, before tbe Tryals at Manchester, had 
offered to this Deponent One hundred Pounds to swear, that when 
this Deponent was a Carrycr, be had carried Arms to Mr. Dickinson's 
of WrightingtoD, and Mr. Standiah of Standish-Hall in Lancashire; and 
that he would farther say, that Womball told him, that the Earl of 
Macclesfield was the first Man that ^ave bim tbe said Womball any 
Encouragement to swear against tbe Lancashire Grcntlemen ; and that 
ho and his Horses were both maintained and kept at the said Elarl of 
Macclesfield's Charge upon that account ; and that he also was promised 
Preferment, and an Estate by the said Earl for so doing. And that 
this Deponent should speak as fully upon that Point concerning the 
said Earl as be could. And the said Mr. Shackerley did then and 
there write a Paper in the presence of this Deponent of those Particulars, 
and of what the said Sir Gilbert Clark and himself would have had this 
Deponent to have declared in the House of Commons as aforesaid. And 
tbe said Mr. Shackerley read it over several times to this Deponent, tliat 
he might the better remember it. But this Deponent shewing some un- 
willingness and great fear of speaking such things that he knew in his 
Conscience to be wholly untrue of so great a Man as tbe Earl of Macclea- 
Reld, Mr. Shackerley reply 'd, and told him, that he was not to be upon his 
Oath before the House of Commons, and therefore assured him he could 
receive no harm or prejudice by declaring the same there. And then tbe 
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eaid Sir Gilbert Clark and Mr. Shockerley said, they could not stay, but 
were in haste, and went away; but left one Shilling with this Dcpouent, 
and the said Ashton to drink ; and about two or three days after a Gentle- 
man who went by the Name of Beresford (and this Deponent hath been 
iiifoniied was Casliicr to Mr. Legh of Lime, and the rest of the Gentlemen 
concerned in that Affair) came to tiiis Deponent to the eaid Swan-Inn, and 
told him, that Sir Gilbert Clark desired to speak with him at his House in 
Red Lyon Square ; nnd the said Bcrcsford and this Deponent went imme- 
diatflly to the said House, and Sir Gilbert Clark and they two went 
presently to Madam Legh's, and went into an inner Boom of the said 
House, where there was a Young Gentleman of little stature in a Morning 
Gown, whose Name (as this Deponent was then informed by the said 
Clark and Bereaford) was Mr. Legh of Lime, and then and there the 
said CInrk, Legh and Bcresford, by tbeir Pcrswasions, make this Deponent 
promise lo appear (upon tbeir notice) at tlio Honse of Commons, and there 
declare those Particulars aforesaid, that Sir Gilbert Clark and Mr. Shack- 
erley had dictated to this Deponent to speak gainst the said Earl of 
Macclesfield and Wombal! as aforesaid ; and the said Mr. Legh did then 
and there give to this Deponent twenty Shillings, and promised to give 
him a lur greater Sum, but said he could deposits no more Kloney till 
the Business was orer in the House of Commons ( about three or four 
days after that time the said Beresford and Ashton came to this Deponent 
at the Swan Inn aforesaid, and told Iiim, that Sir Gilbert Clark and Mr. 
Sbackerley desired hira to go immcdialcly to the House of Commons, 
and upon bis Bxamiinition there he should declare bJI those things Con- 
cerning the said Gar! of Macclesfield and Womball as aforesaid, and 
this Deponent went accordingly with the said Beresford and Ashlon to 
the Lobby of the House of Commons, and a little after they came there 
the said Beiesford gave to this Deponent '25s. desiring him not to acquaint 
any Body, that lie, or any one else, hod given him Money upon that 
Account; witlial promising this Deponent when the Business was over 
in the House of Commons, he should be taken care of, and prcferr'd. 
And while this Deponent was waiting in the said Lobby of the House 
of Commons in order to declare those things to the House, when called in, 
that were dictated to him by the said Sir Gilbert Clark and Mr. Sback- 
erley as aforesaid, tlie sai<l Mr. Sbackerley came out of the House (being 
a Member thereof) and bid this Deponent not to mention any thing in the 
House of or against the Earl of Macclesfield, because he said it was 




190 APPENDIX. 

not then conipeiiieiit; Bot Uiml he dMMikl TiHfie and apeak as much agamtt 
Womball as he could, for that the rest of the King's BridcDce sa^nified hat 
httle^ or words to that effisci. And this Deponent was accordingly called 
m at that time of his Attendance there, and did saj as much as he could 
mnemher according to their direction as aforesaid. And this Deponent 
farther saith, that he knows Jotm Womhall TCfx well ; for that he was a 
FeUow-^errant with him scTcral jears« with one James Knowles of Cros- 
lon in Lancashire a Oanier: and that he the said Knowles did always Terr 
much confide in the said WombalTs fideHtr and hooestr, and that to this 
Deponent's Knowledge the said WomhaD was Indostrioas and Careful in 
the Concerns ot his said Master. And this Deponent doth fijlher saj, that 
the said WombaU did ncTcr at anj time cier or promise him, this De- 
ponent^ anr Sum of Jioner^ or Rewaid whaKsoerer, to inrite him this 
Deponent to swear to his carrring Anas as aforesaid, or otherwise. And 
this Deponent foither saith. That ahont three Tears and a half ago the said 
Womhall Keii^ then a CMmrer^ and had then a Gang of Horses of his own, 
he this Depc«ent hetng then trarelBng ent of f anra^hire to London, met 
one Richard Ryler. who was at that time WcmhalTs Serrant, in die waj 
from London into Lancashire^ with the said Gang of Hoffses;^ at an Imt near 
DftTentrr in Nocthampton^irew and dis Deponent (fid then and there see a 
grent Timnk earned hj a Grej Ge«ding of ^ said WomhalTs caOed Stnhh, 
and the Direcciotts «{><• it n>He fbc Mrs. Marr Bidier, or Ridgler, to the 
hest of thi^ IVfiNMntV r^nMrnhcsace. and to he left at Wigan Lane4iofBe in 
Laacaslaiev til! cn!Ml for; and ahont seren or e^ht dars after, as this 
D^^ftnem was leturain^ 6«m London he met in Coventrr one Mr. Tbn. 
^Oil^T of NewKastse m S^adbrdshire. a Cmner. who at tint time had &a 
said TVnnk^ and ^ub IV p onent did then see ^e same, and ^ sa^ BadScr 
did then leK this Deponent, that the said Trmk hnd Veen seiaed «f Wom- 
hall at LiKhfie^d^ Vy ^nm of ^te Kin^s Mcsoengers; and dmt dfee mid Trunk 
was f^i <^^ $wofd;!^ when so seined; sad that he ^ said Bnfikr mw Ae 
$w^>rd^ taken ont ^ it. And this DeiMinent farmer saith^ Thai it was 
comaKMEitv disc^>ttn«d in tancajhtre before and after the time of seising thn 
sakj Ttuttk at Lilchlie^ a$ aforesaid^ that the said Worahall Sd fie <pi sen tl y 
carrv .Vrms for the Roman C^t^o&k Gentlemen in the said Conntr. And 
this lV|H>iK^t thrther sai^ That at the time he was in the Lohhr of Ae 
IIn^u:»^ ^^ l^omnKHis^ as aforesaid^ ^be saki Mr. ShackeHer and D e ieafo t d 
came to him and urted him to »▼ in die Honse of Commons^ That he 
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knew Mr. Lunt's Father (though this Deponent never did) and timthis Father 
should tell him this Deponent, that his Son the said John LuQt had four 
i, and tljat he was a very wicked Fellow, and did not care what he 
either said or swore, or words to tliat ctfect ; But desired him to sa; 



nothing of the matter to any, out of the Ho 


sa of Commons, till the 


Bnsiness was over, for if ho did, it would certo 


nly he carried against the 


Gentlemen, and then this Deponent would Iob 


e what they intended to 


give him. 






Tho. Clayton. 


Jurat' 11 die Fehr. 




1695, Coram 




Tho. Rokeby. 





Ann Elliott AJidavit. 

Ann Elliot late of Cliippin in the County of Lancaster now living in 
London maketh Oath, tliat about the beginning of the Year 1691, she this 
Deponent then living in Ghippin aforesaid, knew John LunC, who then 
went by the Name of Jackson, and tliis Deponent saith, that about that 
Time there eame into that Country several Irish Men, who said they were 
come from London, and sent down by Lunt, and that they were listed at 
London by the said Lunt for tho Service of King James: And this De- 
ponent saith, tliat the said Irish Men call'd Lunt their Lieutenant, and at 
all tiroes when they were together, that they could be free, own'd him and 
obey'd his Commands as tlicir Lieutenant, and in this Deponent's hearing 
proniis'd to be ready to rise in Arms with the said Lunt to bring in their 
old Master, which they said was King James : And this Deponent further 



■oith, that several Roman Catholi 
towards their Subsistence, and i 
And ibis Deponent saith, that ] 
the said Irish : And this Depon 
who went under the Name of 
brought bim down from London 
i promis'd was perfc 



Gentlemen and others, contributed 
ogst the rest this Deponent herself. 
: receiv'd the Money for the use of 
saith, she hath heard one Mr. Lock, 
Irish Man, complain that Lunt liad 
his Prejudice, because he did not Bnd 
nevcrthelens he would be ready with 
the rest for the said Service. And this Deponent saith, she set up many 
Nights to wait on the said Irish Men, soroecimes hy 12 in a Company or 



And ttiis Deponent saith, she liatli often questioned, wlience tliey 



would have all tliO! 
very well whence ti 

Jurat' 11. die 
Febr. 1693, 
Coram me, 
Tho. Eokeby. 



Arms they pretended to liave, w!io anawer'd we know 



Bliaaheth Langlet/'t Affidavit. 

Glizabcth Longlcy iDaketh Oatb, Tliat slie this Deponent knows Mr. 
John Lunt, and kath done for eight or nine years past, and that in or 
about the Month of December 1688, a little after the late King Jamea 
went into Prance, the said Luut came to tliis Deponent, and desired 
her take n private Lodging for kim, until such timo as he could get 
B Passage out of England to follow the said King; which this De- 
ponent did accordingly, and about a Fortnight after, he the said Lunt 
at»]uainted this Deponent, that he then had an opportuntly to go over 
into France with the Lord George Howard ; and this Deponent duth 
believe ho went aooordingly ; for in a week or ten days after, she this 
Deponent did receive a Letter from him the said Lunt, bearing date 
from Calais, Jan. 14, 1688, which Letter this Deponent hath yet in 
her keeping; and about July following IGSS, the said Lunt came in 
a Coacb to this Deponent's Lodging in Castle'Street by Leicester' li elds, 
so disguised, that she did not know him till he spoke, and desired 
this Deponent to come into the Coach to him, which she did, and 
then ho drew up the Glasses, fearing lest any one might see him, and 
discover who he was; and as tho said Lunt and this Deponent sat 
together in the said Coach, as it stood at the door of tiiis Deponent's 
Lodging, this Deponent laid her hand on a Green-Bag, which was in 
the Coach, and doth believe that it had Papers or Parcliment- writings 
in it, hut did not at that time ask the said Lunt, what they were ; but 
oa they were sitting together in the said Coach, he the said Lunt told 
this Deponent, that lie had been in France, and that he went from 
thence into Ireland, and that he was sent thonce by King James with 
Commissions and Declarations to several Bomau Catholic Gentlemen 
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and others in England; and did then further tell this Deponent, thu 
at bia Landing in Lancaahire from Ireland, he had lost his Linnen, 
and several other things, wliich if they were taken would cost him 
his life ; and then desired this Deponent to hring him some Linnen 
the nest Morning, to the Cock and Dolphin-Inn in Qraye-Inn Lane, 
■nd that she would enquire for him by the Name of Bennet; and the 
next Morning she this Deponent did go to him accordingly to the said 
Inn; and as the said Lunt and this Deponent were there discoursing 
together, she asked, what those things were that sho laid her hand 
upon in the snid Bag the day before, when they sat together in the 
said Coach ? and the said Lunt answered, that they were Commissions 
and Declarations which he bad now disposed of to several Gentlemen, 
in and about the Town, according to his Directions from the said late 
King James, and the Lord Melfort; and he then shewed this Deponent 
one Printed Declaration, which (as he said) was all that be had left; 
for that he had disponed of all the rest, and he read it to her, but this 
Deponent doth not remember the Contents, but did obscrTe it to be in 
the name of James Bex, and about a Month or five Weeks after, she 
heard, that the said Lunt was a Prisoner in Newgate for High Trea«OD, 
and a little before Christmas in the year 1B89, he the said Lunt came 
to this Deponent and told her, that he was Bailed out of Prieon, and 
was then going into Lancashire. And this Deponent doth believe, that 
he did then go into that Country, for within a Week or ten Days 
after, this Deponent did receive a Letter from the said Lunt, bearing 
date from one Mr. Tildesloy's of the Lodge in Lancashire ; and in Feb- 
ruary next after, the said Lunt returned to London, and sent for this 
Deponent to an Ale-house in Great Queen-street, known by the Name 
of the Hole in the Wall, who did presently go tliere and found the 
said Lunt in a Room with 10 or 12 Men (Strangers to this Deponent) 
and a little while after the said Men departed, and this Deponent did 
ask the said Lunt, who they were ? who answered, they were Irish 
Men, and was to be Listeil for King James's Service ; and then he 
desired this Deponent to bring him to the said Hole in the Wall in 
two or three days some Linnen, which she did accordingly, and when 
she was shewing him the Linnen, the Master of the House came and 
told the said Lunt, that there were three Men in the House, that waited 
to speak with him ; and the said Lunt told him, that they might come 
to him if they pleased, and then they did immediately come into the 
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said Boom to the said Lunt, and he asked them what they came ahoutf 
and they told him about the Couceni that he knew of, and that they 
were sent to him by one Mr. Whiltield a. Card-maker; and tlicn asked 
them if they were wilUng to serve King Jiimea their Lawful King, oa 
Soldiers? and they answered, they came to him for that Intent; and 
then the said Lunt gave every one of them a Shilling, and get down 
their Names in a Paper, where there were the Names of many more; 
two of their Names the said Deponent doth remember to be Thomas 
Burk, and Patrick Lncy; and he told them, that Care should be taken 
of them, and that they should have Money to carry tbera into Lanca- 
shire, and when they came there all possible Care would be taken of 
them, and that they should choose what Officers ihey pleased to serve 
under, naming Col. Tildesley, the Lord Mollyneni, and several others 
whose Names this Deponent doth not remember, that as he said were 
to be their Officers; and he then Ordered tbcni to be there al ten a 
Clock tlie next Moniing, for that there waa to be several of their Country- 
men to meet him there at that time that were to go with them on the 
some Account into Lancashire. And in a day or two this Deponent 
went to the said Lunt to the Hole in the Wall oforesaid, and found 
in hia Company the said Whitfield the Card-maker, and several others, 
who this Deponent did not know ; and when she went into the Room 
where they were, Whitfield whispered with the said Lunt, and Lunt 
spoke aloud, and said there was no danger of her. And two or three 
Days after this Deponent came to the said Lunt at the House afore- 
said in the Evening, and there found the said Lunt, and another Man 
putting into Boxes, Sword-Hilta, Belts and Bagonets, with Flasks and 
Carteridges for Powder; and when they had put those tilings they in- 
tended into Boies, they directed three of the Boxes to Mr. Tildesley 
of the Lodge, and to he lefl at Preston in Lancashire, and the others 
to several persons, that this Deponent dotli not remember the Names 
of. And the said Lunt and the other Man with him, put three Boxes 
into a Coach that was waiting at the Door, and they put into another 
Coach a Hair Trunk, and three other Boxes. And by the said Lunt's 
Directions, this Deponent went into one of the said Coaches to the 
Swan with two Necks in Lad-Lane, and delivered the three Boxes, 
that she had in the Conch to one Knowles a Carrier, as sent from 
her self. And the said Lunt, and the other Man aforesaid came in 
the other Coarh at the same time, and delivered the said Trunk and 
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three Boxes to the said Carrier, and in a Week after the said Lunt 
came to this Deponent, and told her he woa going into Lancashire, and 
she doih believe he did go accordingly; for in a Month or five Weeks 
after she did receive a Letter from hitn, bearing date IVoni Lancaster 
Castle. And this Deponent Tartlicr saith, that iu the beginning of the 
year 1691, the said Lunt did, in the Presence of this Deponent, list 
about twelve or fourteen Men for the Service of the late King James, 
at the said Hole in the Wall, by the Assistance of one Mr. Rogers a 
Taylor, who at that time brought them to the said Lunt to be Listed, 
as aforesaid. And this Deponent further saith, that in or about the 
Month of November, in the year 1691, the siud Lunt came to this 
Deponent's Lodging, ami told her. That be was then going in all haste 
possible into France to his Old Master King James, and that he mast 
return in a Month's lime; And about a Month or five Weeks after, he 
the said Lunt returned to this Deponent's Lodging, and told her, he 
had been with the said King Jamef>, and seemed to be in great haste, 
for he said, he wos to be in Lancashire in two or three days; nnd 
withal told her, that he did not doubt hut that in the Spring following, 
she, this Deponent, might see bim the said Lunt at the Head of a Troop 
of Horse of his own; and this Deponent doth believe, that he did then go 
into Lancosliire ; for she did receive a Letltor from him the said Lunt, 
bearing date from Townlcy in Lancashire in a Week or ten days after. 



Jurat' 19. die 
Febr. 169t, 



Elizabeth Langley. 



Mr. WiUiam Wyhranf* Info 

About the Time when the Lancashire Gentlemen wore brought Pri- 
soners to Town, 1 met Mr. Taffe ; I told him I met Captain Cottingham, 
who hop'd that you were not ooncern'd in the Plot, especially against Mr. 
Legh of Lime, for he heard he was a very honest Gentleman, after which 
Mr. Taffe pressed me two or tlirec Times to speak to Capt. Cottingham, if 
he could bring him acquainted with any Friend of Mr. LegK of Lime; some 
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time after I met Lini iii tlie Temple, where be told me he was mightily 
disgiiGted, for that Mr. Baki?r and Mr. Smith who was then walking in the 
Temple, did use him biLrbiuously, for tbey would not give him any Money, 
not so much as would pay his HorEe-hire into the Country, but he would 
be even witii them and spoil the Plot, and several Words to that effect; I 
ask'd him to be Ingenuous with me, nod tell me whether he was concern'd 
in the Plot, for I heard it would come to nothing. He told me lie was no 
Evidence nor knew any thing of the Plot: But ho knew there were very 
good Evidence, and enough to liong tbem all ; and immediately afterward 
he Qsk'd me whether I could help him to a Friend of Mr. Lcgh of Lime ; 
for be was in the Tower, and there was no getting to speak to him, but if 
he could get to speak to a particular Friend of his, be could make his 
Fortune, and get a good Sum of Money by it, for he could put thonn in a 
way to save their Livea: 1 ask'd him how could that be, when just before 
be told me the Evidence was Good, and enough to hang tbem all; be 
answer'd that was no Matter, for he could contrive a way : But when be 
found I was not inclinable, be said, now 1 tlilnk on it, be would not be 
concern'd in it, for it would look i!l for him to be concern'd against the 
Government, who had appear'd so much for it. 

WilUam WybranLC") 
Sworn before the Houses 

of Lords and Commons 

when the Plot was ex- 

amin'd there. 

I can also aver, that when I was coDcem'd aa one of the Commissioners, 

for the forfeited Estates in several Counties of Ireland, he on Oath gave in 
his Name to be John Taffe ; but since going into Ireland, and making En- 
quiry after him ; there arc several Hundreds that will make Afiiilavit, that 
bis Name is Thomaa Mullen. 

William Wy brand. 



(I) Thi» witneM it one of the partiea meotionBd at page 9 mUe, u in(CTcst«(l in 
(he duDorery of oonceidod londi. His erideniie waa introduced tor tht pnipoM 
of deitroyuig Tsffe's credit. 
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apprebenaioii, 47 ; hia defence, 79, 


^^^^H xxvi, xizrii, xlri, zlvii, 18, 6S. 






DiccoiiBonMadam, 90, 91, 92. 


^^^H 


Di^eil9,''8irBBiil,26. 


^^^^^H Chichele;, Bir Tliomas, 42. 


^^^^H Cbicheley, Lady, 42. 
^^^^H ChiienhiJe, Sir Edward, 64, 102. 


Dockwray, Mr, 9. 


DodaweU, Richard, lix. 
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^^^H Cole, Mr., luii. 
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drcaees to tbe priaonera, 102, 103. 
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^^^^H 



Kelly, John, xti ; hu ex&iDiiution, xvil 
— xix ; remarks on his depoiitinn, 
xl, xli ; fail Btnnge dkappeanmce, 
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BtaQleT, Sir Thomas, of Aldorlev, xxxiii, 

17, 30 ; his amst, 43. 
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